BAHA’I NEWS LETTER

THE BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY
DF THE BAHA'IS OF THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA

Office of the Secretary

GREEN ACRE, SOUTH ELIOT, MAINE

No. 12

June-July, 1920

“Now strive ye that the Collee-
tive Center of the sacred religions,
for the inculcation of which all the
Prophets were manifested and
which i= no other than the =pirit
of the divine teachings. be spread
in all parts of Ameriea. so that
each one of you mayv shine {orth
from the horizon of Reality like
nnto the morning star, divine il-
lumination may overcome the
darkness of nature, and the world
of humanity may become enlight-
ened.”-—"Abdu'l-Baha.

Dear Baha'i friends:

The important happenings of the
recent Convention are faithfully
mirrored in the record made by
Mr. Louis Gregory at the request
of the National Spiritunal Aszembly.
His admirably detailed and accur-
ate desceiption is the feature of
this issite of the News Letter. and
the many availabie items of Baha’i
aetivitv yn various Assemblies will
be deferred to a later date in order
that all the believers may acquaint
themselves with the transactions of
their delegates in San Francisco.

We regret the delay in placing
his report in the hands of the
friends. but the weeks intervening
since the Convention have. we
trust. been profitably zpent in the
effort made by several members ol
the National Assembly to visit lo-
cal  Assemblies and  groups
throughout the ‘Western States,
The geographical problem con-
fronting the American Baha'is hax
aimost invartably called for targer
=acrifice from the helievers on the
Pacific coast than from those in
other regions. which fect made it a
matier af essential service to the
zeneral unity of the Cause for the
Yational Spiritual Assembly to de-
vote this time to direet asseociation
with the western friends.

Referring briefly to the Conven-
tion itself. [t would be impossible
to over-emphasize the significance
of the fact that a true unity was
established among the elected del-

egates. even though more than
haif the number were physically
absent {rom the convention f{loor.
Undoubtedly this condition reflect-
ed the devoted spirit of those dele-
gates who, in the various cities.
spent the days in meditation and
praver, as well as the attitude of
jovous service among those ac-
tually present. In a larger sense,
however, the power manifest in
this Convention would seem to be-
token a new era in the Cause as a
whole—a dawning of that con-
seious maturity within the world-
wide Baha'i bodvy when the ele-
ments and physical functions are
in harmony, and the higher facul-
ties begin to reveal themselves un-
der the inspiration of the spirit.
More than ever before. the dele-
gates this vear conslituted one
nnified body inspired by one will
and concentrating upon one su-
preme purpose.

Sneh a condition of positive wuni-
tv means the beginning of effective
action-—action capable of convey-
ing the Baha'i spirit into conerete
effect. It also means a new de-
zree of inner freedom and capaci-
tv far service on the part of each
loval believer striving to contribute
in the general unity of the Cause.
The essential condition is that the
chief concern need no longer be
lest :omething injure the Cause
from within—our only concern
today. individually and collective-
Iv. should be lest we fail to take
full advantage of the glorious op-
portunities surrounding the Baha'i
Faith on every hand.

The transition has been from
negative loyalty to positive devo-
tion: from the irresolution and
#loom ol sickness to the exhilara-
tion and vigor ot health. A certain
period may still be required for the
new spirtt to penetrate to every
atom of the body, but we may be
assured that this spirit is both
rapid in action and irresistible in
eifect. Have we not at last arisen
to that station of true obedience {o

the Guardian when we can see in-
wardly and outwardly the mezning
of his words: **Nothing can stay
the onward march of the Cause!”

Well is it for us all that the
power of unified action has been
born at @ moment when our help
is 0 sorely needed by our Persian
brothers and sisters. The story of
the recent martyrdoms related in
the letter from Shoghi Effendi
printed in this News Letter reveals
in fact the first supreme endeavor
which must be made by the Amer-
ican believers this year. The Ba-
ha’i Cauc-e iz one—their suffering
is felt by their Western friends as
though we shared the same tragic
fate; and our condition of freedom
and happiness has been given us in
order to make it possible to sirive
the more effectively for their re-
lief. As zoon as possible the Na-
tional Spiritual Assembly will re-
quest each local Assembly and
group to join in a concerted move-
ment for publicity, and we ask the
patience of the ardent friends un-
til a suitable comprehensive plan
can be rormed.

In the words of the Guardian:
“Grave and manifold as are the
problems confronting the strug-
gling Faith of Baha'u'llah, none
appear more significant, nor seem
more compelling in thewr urgency,
thanr the incredible sufferings
borne so heroically by our down-
trodden brethren of the East"
While awaiting the call for mu-
tual action, let us send forth. with
all our might. the helpfulness of
poignant daily prayer.

The attention of every believer
in the United States and Canada is
called to one resolution of great
importance nnanimously passed by
the delegates this vear: that it
shall be considered an explicitly
un-Baha'i action for any individ-
unal to write a letter of criticism.
compiaint or negative character to
the Guardian on any subject or un-
der anv circumstances whatsoev-
er. This resalution. the need for
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which was shameful bevond words.
arose from information placed
before the Convention in a leiter
written by Mrs. Keith Ransom-
Kehler just returned from a visit
of many weeks in Haifa. By this
letter the delegates became in-
tormed of the lamentable burden
laid upon Shoghi Effendi. both
physically and spiritually, through
correspondence addressed to him
by individuals more conscious of
their own unhappiness and grief
than of the =zpirit of the principles
laid down for the solution of ev-
ery Baha'i problem. The individ-
ttal believer must first have re-
course to his or her local Spiritual
Assembly: only if this rails should
the matter be brought to the atten-
tion of the National Spiritual As-
sembly; and if there iz still no so-
lution then at last¢ should th=
Guardian be approached. ‘What
we all have to realize is that this
verv principle or spirital consulta-
tion i= actually the ~ital Baha'i
contribution to human progress on
the mental and material plane: =0
much so that to avoid this consul-
tation reveais a graver problem
than anvthing which the individ-
val himself might be perplexed
with. Consuitation throngh the
medium of a Spiritual Assembly 1=
of the esszence of the mystery of
unity in this age.

The first evidence that the Cause
in Amerira has become penetrated
with a new apirit has been the op-
ening ot the doors of public teach-
ing. Secarcely had the Convention
rlosed when the ecall for teachers
arose along the entire Pacific
roast. and the numerous meetings
addressed Dby Mo Albert Vail and
Mr. Lonis Gregory are being bless-
ed with results reecalling the first
ardent davs of the Faith, Our
Baha'i teachers arise so signally to
every opportunity  offered them
that the National Spiritual Assem-

———

bly =will this year concentrate
largely upon the work of estab-
lishing important public meetings
in different cities at frequent in-

tervais., But the confirmations
have by no means been confined to
cne locality.  Paralleling these

brilliant achievements in the West
we have the remarkable example
of Orceila Rextford in New York
and Brookivn. whose series of pub-
lic lectures during April and May
led to Baha't study classes con-
ilueted by Mrs. Keith Roansom-
Iiehier and containing hundreds of
serious inquirers,

No formal vote of thanks could
possibly express the warm {eeling
of gratitude felt by every delegate
and girest toward the San Francis-
co believers for the ideal arrange-
ments made by them to insure
=uitable setting and conditions for
the Convention and Congress.
Their service is permanent!v im-
pressed upon all hearts..in cher-
ished memaories of a convention
notabie for beauty and charm, We
trust that the effortz put forth so
sacrificingly by the Baha'is of San
Franciseo will have their reward
in a hoastening of that dav which
shall fuliill the Master's prophe-
ries, published in the Divine Plan.
concerning the Cause in California,

And now, as we turn to our im-
mediate Baha'i tasks. let us bear
in mind these words of the Guard-
ian. quoted from his letter to the
National Spiritnal Azsembly dated
Mav 11, 1028 “In ronnection with
the Plan of Unified Action, enclosed
in vonr leftter of JTannary {Oth.
ierel that the friends must he con-
stantly remnded of the vital ne-
ressity for a continuons and whole-
hearted suppaort of the scheme, the
success ar failure of which will to
n marked extent affect the course
ol the progress of the Cause not
only in Northern Ameriea bt
thronghout the Baha'i world, Let
the friends rerall and ever bear in
mind the repeated exhortations
and glowing promis<es of onr be-
loved Master with reference to the
Mashriqu'l-Adhkar. the rrowning
institution in every Baha'l commu-
nity. Let them arise with de-
termination and confidence to lend
A helping hand to the Plan which
voyu have so admirably devised for
its speedy and practical realiza-
tion. Theirs is a splendid oppor-
tunity; let their response to vour
rall be prompt. whole-hearted and
decisive.”

In this connection the method of
serving the Plan lately adopted by
the Boston Assembly might well be
followed by every other Assembly
and group. The Bo=ton Spiritial
Assembiv have rchosen the evening

of the ninth day of each month as
the date of a general meeting of
the local friends devoied entirely
to discussion of the Plan. Af that
time contributions are received byv
the local treasurer. a report of all
previous contributions received for
this purpose is made. doubtful
matfers and details not clearly un-
derstood are cleared away, and the
unity of the Assembly with the Ba-
ha’i worid through consecions co-
operation with the goal set by the
National Spiritual Assembly, thor-
aoughly emphasized. We feel sure
that local Baha'i matters will pros-
per to the degree that each Assem-
bly endeavors to live up to the
standards of that Plan. XNay,
more—in the rcablegram received
from the Guardian April 20th, and
read to the delegates at the Con-
veniion. we ‘find these words:
“May this calamitous event, {i. e..
the martyrdom of twelve Pearsian
Baha’is! though casting shadow on
Ridvan Festival, reinforce inward-
v America's unwavering determ-
ination and faith. and ensure as
visible evidence the speedy success
of the National Assembiy's newly
published Plan.”” May we not in
this precious blood of the divine
friends wash our hands clean of
any non-cooperation, aloofness and
exclusivenezs which has served to
prevent constroctive  aetion  in
times past?

Yours faithfullv. in love of *Ab-
du’i-Baha,

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL
ASSEMBLY.
By: Horace Holley,
Secretary.

EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL CONVEN-
TION OF THE BAHA’IS OF THE
gleED STATES AND CANA-

From Maine to Califoenia, is a
stock phrase indicating the vast
stretch of territory bhetween two
neeans comprising the American
Commonwealth. It is also appli-
cable to the conventions of the Ba-
ha'is of the western world, who in
their campaign of peace would
bring blessings to all regions. San
Francisco. for the secnnd time in
history, was selected as the place
to welcome the friends of God. Lo-
ral scenes were inspiring. A spir-
it of romance broods over the Bay
cities, the Golden Gate and the
Land of Sunszet. The oufer charm
of scenery had its correspondence
in the heantiful spirit of those who
dignified and glorified service. The
local friends with ¢ love, thorough-
ness and devotion horn of the Spir-
it. =pared no pains to make the vis-
itors ideally happv. Alihough the
vastness of the distance from tle
center of population made the

encptn /T geis Jundiy
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jonrney impossible to many, vet in

the aggregate attendance there
was gain rather than loss,  Al-
thougn but ane-third of the anr-
credited delegates appeared. the

numbers were swelled by visiting
friends whe came. a few [rom the
distant East, but mainly from west-
erm centers.  Amidst the jov ol the
new, oid faces were missed and not
forgotten.

The Feaxt ol El Ridvan was a
shining and beautifitl scene. with
fuily three hundred seated. The
syvening especially given to public
teachinng saw a tine. large and re-
sponsive adience which completely
filled the ball room of one ol the
largest hosteiries. Every szession
nf the convention itzelf was valua-
bhle lor teaching. Gems of reality
1=sued from the mouths of =peak-
er=, One may well wish that con-
ditions were =uch that the entire
nroceedings  might have  lbeen
Irroadeasted. =0 that the world
might lnow how Baha'is aszem-
bled anply the divine law of “roa-
=tiltation and kindne=s."" The ros-
maonolitan nature of the ecity with
its divers racesx. nationalities anrd
creeds, from many of whom at-
tendance was drawil. made the ef-
feet far-reaching. The soil was
well prepared and ianterest prev-
inir=|yv awakened by the World's
vty Coanterence, directed by the
local friends a short fime ago. It
appears therefore that this con-
vention, throngh the devotion and
harmony of the friends. has done
miurch to promaote the Waord of God
focally. internationally, and
thranghont the world.

The Opening

The Convention. following
pravers, wias nrganized dnring the
arfereroon ol April 29 hy the eiee-
o ar Rov G Wilhe|m as nresi-
dent and Horace Holley secretary.
The renial humar and wit of the
nresident. the distribuation ol =&
printell agenda nrepared Dby the
seeretary. kept the ronvention in
mutictt. There were no dull mo-
ments fraom heginmuong to end. The
roil eall =howed ninetv-three dele-
gatez. of whom thirty-two wepr
present. The absent delegates
were kent in close touch by wire
amd the innavation nf vating rrom
Adistares 111 the selection of 4 new
national body proved no obstacle.
Oinly three ballots were necessary.
six of the nine members being
plected nn the first and the other
three on the third. The follow-
ing will serve as members of the
new XNational Spiritual Assembly
for the ensuning vear: Horace Hal-
lev. Mrs, Florence R. Morton, Roy
. Withelm. Alrs. Amelia Collins,
Siegiried Schopflocher, Allen Me-
Daniei._Mirza Ali Kali Khan. Carl

Schetfler, and Mountfort Mills, 1t
iz not the tirst time that a national
committee has been re-elected. as
n whale: but it is the first time that
balloting ror individuals has so re-
snited. That two-thirds of those
voting were widely scattered makes
the resitlt all the more remarkable.
This i a compliment to rare souls
wiu<e united servire has hrought
fortlt =0 much that 15 constructive
i action and healing to the great
body of the Gause.

At lhe opening. the wires
prought a shower of beautiful anil
itspiring messages from East and
West, Foremost were those mes-
sages of light and gnidance from
the heloved Guardian of the Cause.
Another of special interest came
from the great teacher, Jinab-i-Fa-

dil. at Resht. Persia. VWashing-
fon. D. L. Green Acre. Miami,
Philadelphia and other centers

wideiv =rattered combined notes of
affectionate  greeting. Another
rommuuiration referred (o the very
viinable  <ervices of  Mountfort
Milks, who at the request of the
Mrardian 15 detained abroad. look-
ing atler the important matter of
the Baghdad settlements. A reso-
lntion of the convention directed
tn the rovervment of Irak. and of
Great  Britain., which holds the
manidale over that region. in cour-
tenus and dignified tones urged the
reed of justice to the Baha't Cause.
The president remarked that no
other movement. inclusive of o
many racial. =oeial and religions
elements, conld have acted =o
~needily az in this ~ase. when fuily
three hindred cables of protest
were recently forwarded feom dif-
rersnt cparters of the world, A
~ommitter  composed  af AMes,
Freneh. Messps. Hotlev and Lati-
mer acted e the ronvention in
~onding a rahte. The convention
~tin made =olemn nrotest to the
Persian  government against the
lwelve martyvedoms of our Orien-
Ial hrpthers, whose sacred blood is
~11] shed bv the Aloloch of intol-
arance and fanaticism. The pass-
ing ol our nable brother, Dr. J. E,

F<<lemont. whose many talents
and rlevoted services made him
nractically a hand of the Cause,

alsn drew forth warm and feeling
tribirtes. e departed this life at
Haita, Ortober 24, 1925,

Horare Hollev. national secre-
tary, read the report of the N. 8.
A.. eovering the activities of the
representatives of the American-
manadian friends for the past yvear.
Thizs emhraced the Ineid and in-
<Diring messages receaived from
Shoghi Effendi; the hearty and
generons response of the {riends
for the peotection of the sacred
<hrines on Mt. Carmel by the pur-
rhnse of adjacent lands:; the plan
rvaived Tar the speedy erection of

the Mashriqu’il Adhkar; the mer-
ger ol Green Acre and the passing
of its plant and activities under the
direction and control of the N. S,
A.. when the legal details are com-
pleted; a iribute to Dr. Esslemont;
emphasis upon the need of care in
dealing with Orientals. as many of
the self-seeking variety are likely
to be attracted with the expansion
of the Cause. at the same time not
losing sight of the divine purpose
in the true unity of East and West:
approval bv the Guardian of the
new budget plan: the resumption
of building operations upon the
raising of $400.000; a digest of the
minutes of ten meetings of the X,
S. A.; accoinf of Green Acre ac-
tivities: the teaching convention in
Chicago as of Nov. 15 and the feasi
in the Temple foundation; the re-
moval of the ‘Baha’i Magazine to
Washington. D. C.: a tribute to the
retiring business manager. Miss
Herlitz; the very efficient services
rendered by the new manager, Al-
len MeDaniel:; the correlation of
the teaching work of the flve reg-
ions nnder the executive direction
of Mrs. El Fleda 3paulding; tha
zeprvice of the Baha'i News Letter;
the increase in volume of Assembly
|ptters; the activities af the nation-
nl teachers and the stimulus to the
teaching work thronghonut the flve
regions; preparations tor the con-
vention of 1928. which according
to the divine plan should function
as a deliberative bodv. and as link
with the hody of believers: action
in the matter of the Baghdad set-
Hemerts: the appearance in future
nt a Baha’i worid wide directory,
tn he pnblished by the Guardian of
the (lause: the establishment of
the cecretariat of the Cause ai
Sreen Acre: the enrollment of
three new assemblies Jduring the
vear: the appearance of new Ba-
ha'i publications: steps tooking to-
ward national incorporation; ac-
tivities of American teachers in
foreign lands; completion of ma-
ferial for a Baha'i year-book. which
has been sent for review to the
Gnardian of the Canse: an exhor-
tation to end all nseiess diseussion
and to arice with renewed energy
in service: steps looking toward
regular schedunles for travelling
tearhers. and the unified functions
af Temple and teaching. The re-
port rlosed with an eloquent plea
for the lifting of nuseless burdens
imposad npon the Gnardian of the
Cause by more thoughtfulness on
the part of the friends.

On motion of Mr, Clark. thanks

for this report was nnanimously
voted.

Mrs. True read the report of the
wational Tearhing committee,

signed by Mps. El Fleda Spaulding.
zecretary. It reviewed the effort
to pnt into execution the plan
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adopted by the N. 5. A., beginning
with letters to regional chairmen
asking earnest cooperation, sug-
gestions, and seeking divine con-
firmation., Prompt and enthusias-
tic replies came from all but a few
assemhlies. The responses from
the South, under the direction of
Mrs. Boyle, were especially hearty
and prompt. The report aiso told
of world unity conferences in San
Francisco, Boston, and Worcester;
that many cities have taken up the
study of Esperanto, and recom-
mended that local teaching work
shouid embrace the spread ol the
cause and building of the Temple.
The work of the committee was
executive only and was not intend-
ed to include the selection of teach-
ers. Perhaps the word adminis-
tration was better adapted to the
present, as many of the old friends
seemed to fear the word organiza-
tion. The report filed in general
review the teaching activities of
the five regions.

AMrs. Bovle's report for the
Southern states was read bv Le-
Roy Ioas. It conveved loving
greetings from the Southern re-
gional committee. Recent indus-
trial development has attracted to
the South people from all parts of
the countrv. There is also now a
new energy in the teaching work
which brings vital contaets with
new souls. Special meniion was
made of the growth of the Cause in
Florida, where during the past win-
ter Mesdames Corrodi and Bovle,
the MacNutts, Dr. Locke., Mr.
Gregory, Mrs. Kretz. the Atwaters,
the Guys, Miss Sunshine and oth-
ers have worked faithfully and
where manv bright souls are at-
tracted to the Cause. The linking
up of the Cause with inter-racial
groups and encouragement to the
isolaled helievers of the South were
recommended.

El Ridvan Feast

The Feast of El Ridvan was a
brilliant and inspiring scene, mark-
ed Dy infinite happiness. LeRoy
loas, presiding. voiced greetings.
Tnspirtng indeed. said he. is this
sight: here in far-off 3an Francis-
ro. only sixty vears after the dec-
laration of Baha'u'llah, this gather-
ing. representative of all races and
nations, has assembled. The chair-
man from time to time read selec-
tinns from the Creative “Word.
With entrancing musie, a delicious
repast, sparkling wit. bright hu-
mor. eloquent addresses conveving
the meszage in various phases and
withal a spirit of love and true joy-
inlness, the Feast of the Declara-
tion nf His Holiness. Baha'u’llah,
proceeded.

Mrs. Cooper. speaking for the
loral riends said: Forgive us if we
are a littte hilarions. Sach oceca-

Y

sions intoxicate us with the wine
of the love of God. At the time
when Baha'u'llah was summoned
to Constantinople, with all that
such a summeons implied of per-
sonal danger and humiliation, the
first Ridvan Feast occurred. De-
spite dark conditions and grievous
afflictions, it was an oeccasion of
supreme joy. for the declaration
was of Baha'u’llah, the expected
One, It was like the voice of one
who appeared long ago, saving: I
have overcome the world!”’ The
announcement ol Baha'u'llal
breathed joy and fragrance all ov-
er the world. It was significant of
a closer unity among mankind
with happiness as its keyv-note. It
was. as Abdu’l Baha’ said. *“The
new cycle of human power which
makes luminous all the horizons of
the wnorid.” We welcome the
friends to enjoy the hospitality of
this feast of commemoration.

Mrs. May Maxwell: T respond,
in behalf of the visiting friends. to
the beautiinl welcome of Mrs.
Cooper. Our long. wearisome
Journey is at an end as we entar
the beautiful garden of California.
It is truly a symbol of the garden
of the hearts. the new age and the
new springtime of happiness and
peace dawning upon ithe whole
earth. The spirit of Abdu'l Baha
i= in this zathering tonight. Mrs.
Maxwell then enlogized one whom
she called a flower of humanity,
Rurrat ul Aine. describing her pen-
etrating vision, glorions life and
trinmphant martyrdom in the Path
of God. It is through the fire of
the love of God as revealed in such
wondrous sacrifices that a new hu-
manity is born,

Harace Hollev: The spiritnal
qnuality of the Baha'i Movement is
1 new power of aszarctation among
human beings. In most move-
ments =eparation iz made neces-
sarv. Tt is implied hv the nature
nl human desires. But here there
i a new power of association,
stimulated by divine ideals. It en-
ables us to as=ociate with tempera-
ments and dispositions not of one
nwn =election. This is a proof of
nor willingness tn associate with
all mankind. 1t would be mani-
fest hvpocracy to rclaim willing-
nessz tn associate with those far
away, and vet be unwilling to as-
ortate with those near at hand.
These small groups contain ail the
elements of mankind. They pnut
into effect nniversal hniman rela-
tionships, U'nder the old arder of
things the power aof the human
soul was not realized. The old or-
der failed. because it caused sep-
aration and strife. In the new day
flowers forth the inner bheing
of man. [t gives a new mean-
ng to life. awakentnig in every hi-

man soui possibilifies of life and
power that formerly belonged on-
lv to men of genius. Universal
comradeship reveals heaven not as
a place, but as a state of being in
which man can dwell here and
now.

Albert Vail: It is a great joy to
be at the Golden Gate and to re-
member the pioneers of long ago.
One of these great souls was the
late Mrs. Heien Goodall, who was
ever willing to open the door to
new truth and new ideals. We
should not be mere imitators, but
should keep our minds ever open.
joyfullly accepting new Truth, It
15 interesting to know that the Rid-
van season hegan just about the
time of the freedom of slaves in
America. Baha'u'llah brings free-
dom to the whole world. freedom
from self. pride. retaliation. Let
us accept this bouniy, hecoming
united in truth, arbitration. love of
justice. The whole world loves
those who sacrifice for humanity.
'Abdu’l Baha ever longed for mar-
tyrdom. When he mentioned it
his eves shone, his voice rang and
the room was full of dynamic en-
ergy. This is the power that
moves the world The great teach-
er is like a radiant sun. Inspired
by him thousands long to give
their lives in service in the Path
of God. This is the way out of
seif. It is the power to unite the
world.

Mrs, Stuart W. French: We
speak of great principles; but what
does all this mean to me? What
part can the individual have in it?
Many peopie think religion some-
thing afar off. If we read the
Hidden Words. thev touch the
daysprings of spiritual life. They
make us more kindly and charita-
ble, “The mosi glorious journey
is to relieve a sorrow-laden heart.”
They point the way of duty and re-
store lost treasures. all teachings
of the prophets of the past.

Louis Gregory spoke on Baha'i
courage, relating several stories 1o
illustrate various aspects ol cour-
age. He referred to the battle of
Tabarassi. to the marvellous for-
titnde of the Great Founders of
the Cause, of the martyrs whom
thev inspired, and of a faith that
made innumerable brave follow-
ers, including not only strong men
but delicate and refined women
and even tender childeen. He
closed with a passage of supreme
optimism from the exhortations of
the Balb: “In the name of God the
Victor of the Most victorious pro-
claim: God will assist all those who
arise to serve Him."

Mrs, Corinne True: Baha'is are -

engaged in the erection. in the
heart of the continent, of a Tem-

gnaota F B ananes arplergi
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ple whose foundation is the one-
ness of God and the cneness of
humanity. The great Teachers.
who have revealed and established
the great religions of the worid,
have been the chosen mouth-
pieces of God. In this great Tem-
ple the truth of God will be ex-
pressed both in its inner and outer
aspects. The nine sides, nine
walks and nine gardens convev per-
lection and umiversality, The
architecture =will symbolize the
same ideal. Here ali men will
meet in love and kindness. Here
all the precious and priceiess
teachings of God will be given and
renewed

Torao Kawasakil, the Japanese
consul. was the next speaker: [i is
a unique privilege for me io say
a few words. In this gathering
tind inspiration. Yes, [ can =zay
that I reach the point of sublima-
tion. The fifteenth century was
the pertod of the rennaissance. the
eighteenth of revelution, the nine-
teenth of economic and social ad-
Justment. YWhat follows? In this
century we expect to tind a world
consciousness and a new realiza-
tion of the world's spiritual awak-
ening. In this great tleld of ser-
vice the Baha’is are pioneers. You
have found the oneness of exist-
ence and one reality. [n former
days reforms were local; now they
are nniversal. The Manifestation
is to enlighten the world and [ hope
his intluence will be felt through-
out America.

Shinji Yamamotn, a Japanese
vouth. under the tutelage of Mrs.
Frankland. charmed ail by reciting
a beautiful Tablet of "Abdu’l Baha
beginning: I am a Baha'i. I have
diving love. not selfish lave, etc.”

Mrs. Elizabeth Greenleaf: In
listening to this Japanese boy I am
almost overcome. He brings to
mind the beautifut irtbute of
Shoghi Effendi to another Japan-
ese, Mr. Fugita. for his faithful
services year atter year. All those
dear friends are so anxious to ren-
der service and to banish sorrow.
Shoghi Effendi is 30 much Ilike
*Abdu’l Baha': it is as if the latter
manifested through him. Tonight
Haifa and San Francisce are 1n
close touch. It is as if Shoghi
Effendi were here. In him the
neean of spirituality is reached, He
is the arch-type of evolving hu-
manity. The spirit of all the great
ones gone before pours through
this channel. He is clear-headed
and clear-hearted. executive and
eflicient. He has the latent power
al a congqueror. but radiates love
always. His understanding is com-
plete: so is his humility. He made
me the bearer of his love to this
convention. The harmony that is

here will rejoice his heart. I greet
vou in the pame of our beautiiul
vonng Guardian, Shoghi Effendi,
The beautiful sonvenir of the
Ridvan Feast was XMrs. Shahnaz
Waite's lovely poemn, written es-
perially for the occasion and pre-
zented to each guest on a card
hand painted by Mrs. Addie R. Cole.

The Convention, Friday.

Consnitation, in which the chair-
man and secretary, Messrs. Bosch
and Hatch. Mesdames Greenleaf.
Maxwell. Aorton and True took
part. placed clearly before the dele-
gates the ruies of bailoting and the
qualifications expected on the part
of those who should serve on the
new XNational Spiritual Assembly.
Shoghi Effendi was quoted by
nearly all the speakers, who knew
liis views either through correspon-
dence or personal touch. The
election proceeded without nomi-
rating speeches, A message of love
was cabled Shoghi Effendi.

AMrs. Florence R, Mortan, treas-
nrer, read her report, which is al-
ways audited by a public auditor,
It will be printed and appear in
mll. A svnopsis of her oral ex-
plantations are here given: For the
tirst in a long time, there are no
vutstanding notes. In two months
all nntstanding debts to Mr. Bour-
geois will be settled. There is now
more teaching service than ever
before. The splendid rally to re-
lieve the situation om ML Carmel
rame in {for high praise. The Ba-
ha'i Aagazine has been placed up-
on a sound flnancial basis bv Mr.
MceDaniel, A budget. now used bv
practically all governments and
~orporations, was strongly recom-
mended. as heretofore. without
this. ii has been almost impossible
for the N. 5. A, to plan wark alead.
Shoghi Effendi's endorsement of
the new hbudget plan was quoted.
Already the friends have nobly re-
sponded to this suggestion, One
has made a contribution of $95.00
per month and some have already
~ent in their contributions for the
entire three vyear period. Re-
sponses are loving and generous.
These are but the first fruits; we
are only at the beginning. What
joy will it bring to all when the
tund is compiete! The unity of
1300 Baha'is will be a magnet to
attract eager souls! Shoghi Effen-
di says:

“WWe must be like the fountain
or spring that is continually emp-
iving itself of all that it has and is
continually being refilled from an
invisible source. To be continual-
Iv giving our all for the good of
onr fellows, undisturbed by fear of
poverty and reliant on the unfail-
ing bounty of the source of all

weaith and all good is the true se-
cret of right living”

On motion of Mr. Clark, a unani-
mous vote of thanks was returned
to the treasurer and her heipers,

Hearts were hurdened with sor-
row and svmpathy by a letter from
Mrs. Keith Ransom-Kehier, watit
news of a threatened nervous
Lreak-down on the part of the
Guardian. and who is again foreed
to leave Haifa. Much of his hard-
ship was due to an avalanche of
personal correspondence. consum-
ing 30 per cent of his time, and
leaving no chance for exercise or
recreation. Some letiers entered
the devious paths of censure of the
spiritual assemblies and dissatis-
faction with the new plaps. The
greatest lesson to be learned in
America. said Mrs. Kehler, is full
and hearty support of the assem-
hlies. beginning with the N. 8. A.
If there 1s inharmony there is no
need to teach and there is nothing
tc teach.

Led by Mrs. Maxwell, the con-
vention united in prayer for Shog-
hi Effendi. Mr. Clark made & pow-
erful appeal for harmony, explain-
ing the working of Oriental assem-
blies, which delegates might con-
vey to their respective centers,

Mr. ¥ail told of the Green Acre
Summer Schooel, emphasizing v
things: The study of comparative
religions and methods of teaching
adapted to various audiences, such
as Jews, Theosophisis, Unitarians,
Liberals. Fundamentalists, New
Thought. ete.

Mrs. Ida A. Finch, in recognition
of her services East and West was
presented with a box of beautiful
flowers. She responded in modest
wards of appreciation,

AMrs. True reported for the
Teaching Committee of the Cen-
tral states: She told of Shoghi Ef-
Tendi using a map to keep tab on
the various Baha't centers all over
the world, making additional nota-
tions from time to time. The
rampaign in these states, where
Ar. Vail has worked so effectively,
was described. In Lansing, Mich..
one of the friends has attracted a
spiritualist circie almost complete-
ly. Kenosha, Racine, Denver, De-
troit, Topeka. Davton. Grand Hav-
en, Columbus, Chicago, etc., were
mentioned. The need of adequate
follow-up work was emphasized.

In the evening an informal ses-
sion called forth much freedom of
expression on the part of delegates
and friends and various phases of
Baha'i life and activity were pre-

sented.
Saturday.
Mrs, May Maxwell reported for
the Canadian Teaching Commit-
tee: 'Abdu'l Baha has said that ev-
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ery meeting in the world should
revolve around the matter af teach-
ing. There should be free, opeu
ronsultation in which the divine
lorces in the friends may be re-
leased. Reports of any one city
appiy to others, as problems are
much the same. It is not wise to
proselvtize. as the whole world is
now submerged in the Light of
Baha'u’llah. She referred to work-
ers like Thomas Harrison and Dr.
Watson ol Toronto. who were do-
ing & fine service in getting people
ready for the message of Baha'u'-

llah.
Youth Meeting. -

A verv pleasing feature of the
convention was the meeting espec-
ially arranged for voung people.
over which Miss Marion Carpenter
presided. A letter from the vyouth
af Green Acre, signed by their
zecretary. Bahiyyvih Randall. was
read. It set forth the vizion of
vouth, their highest aspirations.
the organization of their summer
svhool. their wish for correspon-
dence with other vouth. their love
and greetings to all the friends.
Fiftv guestions prepared by e,
Gregory. which had served them
as points for study and subjects for
talks. were also read. Mr. Vail
spoke very beautifully of their
work. The vonth of the "West then
rarried out their program. consist-
ing of recitations of the Holy
Words by the younger ones and
addresses by the more mature.
The speech of Xiss Weaver was
espectally notable. It was about
the education of yonuth. which
~hottld be free from prejudices.
and in the jovfulness of the new
dav, The chairman related erhoes
ol th evisit of “Abdi’l Baha to
Stantord University and how it had
impreszed. Following this session
all were happily entertained at an
afternnon tea by Nrs. Cooper.

Informal Session.

The =econtd informal =ession
was held with George Latimer pre-
siding. Alr. Freeman. a young
American Indian. made a remark-
alile address. showing keenness of
nbservation, power of analveis, and
true eloquence. as he described In-
dian virtues. rustoms and religion
with great skill. He also sang In-
dtan  lallabys and  other =oags.
Their Jove far the open life and
stand against a double standard of
maorals for men and women made
a fine impression. Gibes af Am-
erican life were overlooked by the
andience, whirh overflowed with
zood humor toward the speaker.
The Portland rfriends report Mlr.
Freeman asz a heroic sonl and one
much deawn to the Cause of Baha'-
w'ilah. Other interesting speakers
were Mrs, Laura Luther for Van-

e

couver. Mrs. Clark. who portrayed
the marvellous tifte aof the Great-
est Holv Leaf, Mesdames Bosch
and Tomlinson told of the late
scientist. Luther Burbank. who
shared with Mr. Boseh in a Tab-
let of *Abdu’l Baha and saw the
need. which he expressed. of the
Baha'i Cause, the world religion.
Mrs, Latimer of Portland told some
charming stories of children and
introduced Mrs, Canadav. a Baha'l
of Portland. who extended greet-
ings to the convention in behalf of

the Natienal Association for the
Advancement of Colored People,
explaining some of the trials of

American iife which this organiza-
tion is trying to etface.
Sunday.

Mrs. Cooper reported for the
Western Teaching Commitiee. tell-
ing of the intensive and ronfirmed
sepvices nf the great teacher. Jin-
ab-i-Fadil. in the Bay rcities. at
Stanford University, with various
ctubs, fraternities and other gath-
erings, 3 written and detailed re-
port which was suppiemented by
statements of Mrs. Grace B. Holley.
l.eRoy Joas and (ieorge Latimer.
Tneluded with Mrs. CGooper’s report
was an account of the Warld Uui-
tv Couference in San Francisco
which included many races and re-
ligierns and aligned in its zcotive
support various huamantarian or-
ganizations and welfare workers,

AMrs.  AMorton  reported  the
wortd unity conference held in
Worcester March and April, the

notable speakers that took part. n-
rluding Dr. John Hermann BRan-
dall. Mes=rs. Alfred W. 2Martin.
Ali Kuli Khan, Wiiliam H. Ran-
fafl, Svind Hoszein. Horace Holley
awd others. thers wha helped
with advire and suggestions were
Mrs. Movins, Dr Wallace W, At-
wond., president of Clarke Univer-
=itv, Father DeLand of Holy Cross
College. Dr. Thompson of the Uni-
tarian Church, Idr. Knapp of the
Congregattonal, Rev. M. Brode-
<ian of the Svrian. the Y, M. . A,
and the Rotary Clab. An inflnen-
tial friend who attended wants the
ame prngram repeated in his own
citv of Clevetand. (Mrs, Sego of
Mooolulu made a talk on the un-
loldment of spiritnal life.
Public Meeting.

A puhlic meeting for teaching
was held on Sunday evening. It
brought together in the ball-room
af the Palace, one of the largest
hastelries, a large. responsive and
enthusiastie audience. Every seat
was neenpied.  [Torace Holley pre-
sided and the speakers in order
were Mesdames Elizabeth Green-

leaf. and Mayv Maxweil. Louis
Gregory and Albert Vail, On the
printed program appeared these

alogquent words from the pen of
'Abdu’l Baha:

“The gilorious Sun of Truih has
once again risen in the East. From
the Horizon of Persia. its radiance
is spreading far and wide, dispers-
ing the dense clouds of supersti-
tion. The light of the unity of
mankind is beginning to illumin-
ate the world and scon the banner
of divine harmony and the solidari-
tv of nations will be flving high in
the heavens, TYes, the Breeze of
the Holy Spirit will the
whole world!”

“0 peoples and nations! Arise
and work and be happy! Gather
together under the tent of the uni-
tv of mankind."

LOUIS G. GREGORY,
Convention Reporter.

COMMITTEES OF THE NATION-
AL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY

In appointing its committees for
the ensuing vear. the XNational
Spiritnal Assembly has given care-
ful consideration to certain fun-
damental princtples which give the
character to Baha'i administration.
First and foremost. the members
have borne in mind the fact thal
each and every Baha’i. as such, is
charged with a spiritual mission
which no passing commitiee title
or appointment could increase or
enhance. Second. the members
would emphasize the supreme im-
portance of the local Spiritual As-
sembly, and the numerous func-
tions of that body, as clearly stated
in the lefters of Shoghi Effendi.
Third, we desire to avoid merve
complexity of administrative ma-
chinery without real increase in
resiits, The following commit-
tees represent. we trust. actual
“hands of service” the activities of
which will contribute directly to
the development of the Cause in
one or other of itz aspeets,

TEACHING—The National Spir-
itual Assembly considers this the
first and foremost function of each
loral Spiritual A=sembly as well
as nf its own body, We feel that
earh local  Spiritual  Assembly
shonid so far as possible retain
Mil responsibility for local teach-
ing plans in its own membership.
while the XNational Spirttual 2s-
sembly will assume responsibility
for tearhing along national and al-
s0 regional lines. A detailed
statement concerning National
Baha'i Teaching Plans will be pub-
lished in the next News Letter.

WORLD UNITY CONFERENCES
—XMrs, Florence Alorton, secre-
tary: Mrs. Marv Rumsay Movios,
Ar. Horace Hollevy. This commit-
tee will organize a series of public
meetings in the form of World
Unity Conferences, in the larger

inspire
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vities of the country. The pur-
pose i2 to have these Conferences
once a month. coinciding in time
and place with the monthly meet-
ings of the National Spiritual As-
sembly. Thiz committee wiil work
in direet cooperation with the lo-
cal Spiriteal Assembly of the city
in each case. and the speakers wiil
bhe chosen from the best avatlabie
list of local and national Baha'i
speakers. Alen and women of vis-
ion. already striving to establish
one uf the nniverzal principies. will
also be invited to speak. The fol-
lowing cifies are on the proeram
nf the committee at present: Green
Acre, Augnst: Philadeiphia, Sep-
tember: Cleveiand. Ohio, October:
Chicago. November. Local Spirit-
vual Assemblies in other cities de-
siring surh conferences <honld
i-orrespond at onee with AMrs, Flor-
enrce Morton. zecretary. 5 Wheeler
Avenue, YWareester. Mass, The
work of this ~ommittee is consid-
ered by the National Spiritnal A=-
sembly n= the most important efl-
fort vet put forth to spread the
teachings in North America. A
mare extensive annonneement will
[t mnrda in the pext News Letter,

PUBLISHING—2[r, Rov . Wil-
helm. 3r. Albert “Windnst. Me.
Siegrried Sehopflocher. Mr. Hor-
ace  Holley: Mrs_ Marie Moore,
manager,

TEMPLF—)Irs. Flarence lor-
ton. Mr. Siegtried Schopflocher.
Mr. Alfred E. Lunt. Mres, Amelia
Gollins, Mrs. El Fleda Spauiding.
Are. Alhert SWindnst., Mr. Monroe
Toas. Mr. A, T. Mathieson. Mr. Cari
Srherfler. "This committee fune-
ions legally as Baha't Temple
Tnitv, and the National Spiritual
Azsembly will therefore shortly
~end ont & proxy to each delegate
nf the recent Convention to have
the ardve names ratified:.

BAHA'T MAGAZINE., STAR OF
THE WEST Ar. Stanwond
Cobb. Mrs. 3ariam Hanev, edi-
tors: Mr. Allen McDaniel, husiness
manager,

REVIEWING COMMITTEE
AMe. Bishop Brown. Miss Weight,
Ars Nelzon.

ARCHIVES COJMMITTEE—AIr.
hartes Alason Remey. Mr. Albert
Windust. Aiss Gertriide Buikema.

LIBRARY COMMITTEE — Alr.
Charles Mason Bemey, Miss Eliza-
belh Hopper.

LEGAL COXMMITTEE—AXIr, Ali
Kuli Khan. Mr. Louis Gregory, Mr.
Alfred E, Lunt.

YEAR BOOK-—3Ir. Albert “Win-
dust, secretarv. Mrs. Mariam
Hanev. Mr. Horace Hollev,

ECONOMIC COOPERATION
BETVWEEN BAHA'IS OF NORTH
AMERICA AND PERSIA—Mr. Roy
C. Wilhelm. Mre. Ali Kuli Khan,

pars

Mr. Arthor Agnew. JMr. Siegrrier
Schoptlocher, Mr. Allen McDaniel,
TRANSLATION (OF CORRE-
SPONDEXCE—Mr. Ali Kuli Khan,
Mr, Herman Pauii.
GREEX ACRE EXECUTIVE—

A, All Kuli Khan., chairman;
Alrs. Florence Morton. Mr., Sieg-
iried Bchapilocher. Mr. W, H.

Randall. Mr. Horace Holley, secre-
tary,

GREEN ACHE

It i= hoped that a large number
nl Lhe Iriends have planned io
spend some portion of the sum-
mer af Green Acre. to attend the
sgssions af the Baha't School
drink deep ol the recreative beau-
ty¥ of this rhosen environment, as-
suciale with Dbelievers from many
parts of the conntry. and contrib-
itta of their loving thoight and er-
fort to the upbuilding of this
uniane institution.

The program of activities this
vear will ineliede a <lailv devotional
meeting: instruction classes under
flre =upervicion ol recognized Ba-
ha'i teachers: vpportunity to join
the interesting activities of the
Sretsoaaed Crafts Stoudios a program
af leciures on subjreriz of univer-
sal importance; dances, concerts
and informal entertainments of
many ainds.  Lifs at Green Azre
i~ not and never can be institution-
alized. but remains Mnid and open
fo the imprdse of whatever facili-
lies and talents are at hand.

The cnimination of the public
program will be a Warld Unity
Conference on Auzust Tth and 3th.
arranged by a committee of the
National Spiritnai Aszembiy, with
datly ~eszions to which are invit-
2d all Baha'i warkers foe the in-
formai discnssion ol ways  and
means to {urther the Canse, The
annual meeting of the Green Acre
Fellowship will be held on August
Nth

Friends of Green Acre on re-
tnening this yvear will be delighted
te lind many imnportant improve-
ments in buildings and  grounds.
The Arts and Crarts Studio. next
to the Tea Honse aud Gilt Shop.
stands a3 a coloeful reminder of
the jov ol creative work: the little
store adjoining the Ball Cottage
hias been moved [arther away from
the rond and compietely trans-
formed. =g that it now harmonizes
with the other Green Acre build-
ings; an impressive new stone wall
runs along the front of the prop-
ertv: and the Ball Cottage has been
completely equipped as a rest
house and health cenfer. The en-
ergy and generosity of Mp. and
Ars.  Srhopflocher have given
(ireen Acre the permanent advan-
tnge of these improvements.

We are grateful that Mrs. Bliss
will onice again manage Green Acra
Inn. the opening date of which is
Saturday, July 3,  Inquiries for
nceommaodation at the Inn should
he addressed {o the Inn itself,
while iunformation about other ac-
rammnodations, or eoncerning the
program ar aother activities, should
be addressed Lo Secretary, Nation-
al Spiritnal Assemblv. Green Acre,
South Eliot, Maine.

LETTER FROM SHOQHI
EFFENDI
To the members of the National

Spiritnal Assembly of the Ba-

na'is of the United States and

Canada.

Fellow-laborers in the Vinevard of

God!

Varions happenings of recent
maonths, highly-disquieting in their
suddenness, their romplexity and
ronsequences. have time and again
to my regret. compelled me to de-
ter correspondence with you, my
highly valued co-workers, who are
destined to share no small a part
of the burden that now weighs so
heaviiv npon me. The prolonged
and delteate negotiations arising
ont of the critical situation of Ba-
ha’u'llah’s house in Baghdad: the
shameful recrudescence of unre-
strained barbarizsm in stricken Pear-
sta: the nnexpected reverse recent-
l¥ sustained in our legal transac-
tions for the deliverance of Baha-
‘t’llah's mansion at Bahji from the
hands of the enemy: the unprece-
dented increase in the volume of
work resulting from the rise and
axpansion of the Movement in var-
ions parts of the worid—these and
other issues. no less pressing in
their demand npon my time and
energy, have gradually affected my
health and impaired the efliciency
recuired in the discharge of my
arduous duties. But. though body
and mind be sorely strained by
cares and perplexities which a
Movement such as ours just
emerging from obscurity must
needs encounter, yvet the spirit
continues to draw fresh inspira-
tion from the manner in which the
rhozen deliverers of the Faith in
the Western worid, and particular-
lv in the American continent, are
proving themselves increasingly
worthy of such a stupendous yet so
noble a task.

Grave and manifold as are the
problems conironting the strug-
gling Faith of Baha'u’llah, none ap-
pear more significant. nor ssem
more compelling in their urgen-
cy. than the incredible sufferings
born so heroicaily by our down-
trodden brethren of the East. Re-
cent reports confirming the news
which I have lately communicated
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to yvou, have all emphasized the
barbarous severity practiced on the
innocent followers of cur Cause.
They reveal the possibility of the
extension of this agitation. partly
instigated [lor poiitical purposes
and seifish motives. to neighboring
towns and provinces, and dwell up-
on the traditional slackness of the
local authorities to inflict prompt
and severe punishment upon all
the perpefrators of such abomina-
ble crimes. [t has been ascertain-
ed that in the town of Jahrum wo-
men have suffered martyrdom in
a most atrocious manner, that the
knife of the eriminal has merci-
lessly cut to pieces the body of a
child, that a number have been se-
verely beaten and injured. their
body mutilated. their homes pil-
laged, their property confiscated,
and the homeless remants of their
family abandoned at the mercy of
a shameless and tyrannical people.
In other parts of Persia. and par-
ticularly in the province of Adhir-
bayjan in the town of Maraghih,
the friends have been pitilessly de-
nied the civic rights and privileges
extended to everv citizen ol the
land. They have heen refused the
use of the public bath, and heen
denied access to such shops as
provide the necessities of life. They
have beeu declared deprived of the
benelit and protection of the law.
and all assoctation and dealing
with them denounced as a direct
viglation of the precepts and prin-
ciples ot Islam. It has even been
authoritatively stated that the de-
vencies ol public interment have
been refused to their dead. and
that in a particularly case every
etfort to induce the AMoslem nnder-
taker to provide the wood for the
construetion of the roffin. failed to
seenre the official support of the
anthorities concerned. Every ap-
peal made bv these Bana'is on be-
half of their brethren. whether liv-
ing nr dead. has been met with
cold indifTerence. with vague prom-

ises. and. aot infrequently. with
csevere rebuke aud nindeserved
rhastisement.

The tale of such outrageous

ronduct, such widespread suffer-
ing and loss, if properly expressed
and broadcast. cannot fail in the
end lo arouse the conscience of
rivilized mankind. and thereby se-
cure the mueh-needed relief for a
lang-suffering peopie. I would.
therefore. renew my piea. and re-
ihest von most earnestly to redoun-
ble vour ¢fforts in the wide fleid of
publicity. to devise every possible
means that will alleviate the fears
and =urrows of the silent sopiffereps
in that distracted country, Surely
these vile wrong-doers cannot long
remaiinpunished far their fero-

cious atrocities, and the day may

not be far distant when we shall

witness, as we have ogbhserved else-
where, the promised signs of Di-
vine Retribution avenging the
blood of the slaughtered servants
of Baha'u'llah.

in connection with the Plan of
umiied action, enclosed in vour let-
ter of Jannary 19th, I feel that the
friends must be constantly re-
minded of the vital necessity for a
rontinuous  and  whole-hearted
support of the cheme, the sueccess
or failure of which will to a mark-
ed extent affect the course of the
progress of the Canse not only in
XNorthern America but throughout
the Baha'i world. Let the friends
recall and ever bear in mind the
repeated exhortations and glowing
promises of our beloved Master
with reference to the Mashriqu’l-
Adhkar, the crowning institution in
every Baha'i community. Let them
arise with determination and con-
fidence to lend a helping hand to
the Plan which vou have so admir-
ably devised for its speedy and
practical realization. Theirs 15 a
splendid opportunity; let their re-
sponse to your call be prompt,
whole-hearted and decisive.

1 have specially requested that
indefatigable pioneer of the Cause
of God. our well-beloved Baha'i
sister, Mrs. Victoria Bedekian, fo
roncentrate for the present all the
resources of her mind and heart
upon this vast and vital undertak-
ing. T have urged her to direct her
energies to this lotty purpose, and
by the aid of her most valuable let-
ters aronse both the East and the
West to a fresh ronscionsness of
the significance and urgeney of the
object you have set vourseives to
achieve.

Regarding the =series of World
L'nity meetings which some of the
thoughtful. capahle and devoted
servants of the Cause have care-
fully organized and successfully
ronducted. and to which vou have
referred in your tetter of March
Ath. I wish to express myv keen ap-
preciation of such- a splendid con-
ception, my deep gratitude for the
eflorts they have exerted. and mv
gratification in view of he success
they have achieved.

The administrative machinery
of the Canse having now sufficient-
Iv evoived. its aim and object fair-
Iv-well grasped and understood.
and its method and working made
more familiar to everv believer. |
‘eel the time is ripe when it shonid
be frlly and consciotusiv utilized to
further the purpose for which if
haz heen created. It should. 1
<trongiv feel, be made to serve a
two-{old prrposes. On nne hand, it

should aim at a steady and grad-
ual expansion of the Movement
along lines that are af once broad,
sound and universal: and on the
ather it should ensure the internal
cansolidation of the waork already
achieved. It should both provide
the impulse whereby the dynamic
forces latent in the Faith ¢an un-
fold, crystallize. and shape the
lives and conduct of men, and
serve as a medium for the inter-
change of thought and the coord-
ination of activities among the div-
ers elements that constitute the
Baha’i community.

Whether it be by an open and
boid assertion of the fundamental
verities of the Cause, or the adop-
tion of a less direct and more cau-
tious method or teaching; wheth-
er by the dissemination of our lit-
erature or the example of our con-
duct, our one aim and soie object
shouid be {o help in the eventnal
recognition of all mankind ot the
indispensability, the uniqueness
and the supreme station of the Ba-
ha'i Revelation. Whatever meth-
od he adopts. and however indirect
the course he chooses 1o pursue,
every true believer should regard
such a recognition as the supreme
goal of his endeavor. Whilst con-
sciously laboring towarus the at-
tainment of this end. he should. hv
supporting every branch of the ad-
minisirative activities of his na-
tional and local assembiy, seek and
obtain the {ullest information on
the character and extent of the
world-wide progress of the Cause,
and strive to contrthute his share
towards the strengthening of the
spirit of solidarity among the com-
ponent parts of the Baha'i world.

Such in their broad outline are
the guiding principles which those
who have been placed in charge of
the administration of the affairs of
the Cause should at present en-
deavor to promote. explain and se-
curely establish. Xothing short of
the spirit of unwavering faith. of
cantinuous vigilance and pat.>nt
endeavor can hope to secure even-
tually the realization of this our
cherished desire.

May America's national repre-
zentatives arise with clear vision.
with unswerving determination and
renewed vigor to carery out in its
entirety the sacred task they have
purposed to perform.

Assnring vou of my continuedl
and earnest prayers for the sue-
cess of your efforts.

I am your true brother,

SHOGHI.

T"aifn. Palestine,

May {Ith, 1020,
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