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MOVEMBER, 1952

THE GUARDIAN'S MESSAGE TO
EUROPEAN CONFERENCE
AND S5CHOOL

(On the) occasion, auspicious
opening Luxembourg Teaching Con-
ference coinciding (with the) eve (of
the) historic Holy Year marking
(the) conclusion {of the) series (of
the} memorable annual gatherings,
leaving (an) indelible imprint (on
the) annals (of the) second stage
{of the) evolution {of) ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
Divine Plan, wholeheartedly share
feelings (of) joy, pride (and) grati-
tude evoked {in the) hearts (of the)
assembled representatives {of the)
Bahé'i Communities (on the) Euro-
pean Continent (at the) prospect (of
the) forthcoming convocation (of
the) epoch-making convention (in)
Florence, (the) harbinger (of the)
birth (of the) Italo-Swiss Baha'i Na-
tional Assembly. Stop. (The) proj-
ected institutions called (into) being
amidst (the) world-wide celebrations
commmemorating (the} inception (of)
" Bah&'u'llih’s prophetic
constituting fairest fruit (of the) ini-
tial stage (of the) European crusade,
bound (to) add its valuable support
(to the} triple pillars recently erect-
ed under {the} aegis (of the) same
plan (in the) course (of the) same
stage (of) its evolution designed (to)
sustain (the) weight, (io) broaden
(the) basis, (to) enhance {the) pres-
tige, (to) add diversity (to the) ele-
ments (that are) destined (to) par-
ticipate (in) six continents {of the)
globe, {in the) future election (of
the) Universal House (of) Justice.
Stop.

Moved (to) warmly congratulate
(the) American National Spiritual

Mission,

The new garden in front of the Mansion at Bahdi.

— — —
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Assembly, ably directing (the) vast
operations (of the) European cru-
sade from {the) heart (of the)
North American Continent; (the)
Eurcpean Teaching Committee, (the)
principal executor (of the} plan,
inaugurating (the) Eurcpean phase
{of) America’s unfolding mission;
{the) Eurgpean representative {(of
the) Committee established (in)
Geneva, vigilantly coordinating
(the) ramifications (of the) newly
launched project; every subsidiary
agency, regional (and) local, contri-
buting its share (to the) iriumph
(of the) common cause; all pioneers,
past (and) present; settlers, itiner-
ant teachers, worthy emissaries (of
the) Centre (of the) Covenant, who
nobly responded (to) His call {in
the) length (and) breadth (of the)
ten goal countries; (the) entire body
(of the) steadily multiplying native
believers, constituting (the} core (of

the) vanguard (of the) army, sin-
gled out by (the) Lord (of) Hosts
(for the) quickening (and the) ulti-
mate conquest (of the) spiritually
slumbering continent, particularly
(the) members (of the) twin rapidly
rising communities (of) Italy (and)
Switzerland, who singly (and) collee-
tively hastened, through high en-
deavours, {the) consummation {of
the) enterprise, exceeding fondest
expectations. Stop. Hail this ecrown-
ing exploit (of the) Second Seven
Year Plan as (the) forerunner (of
the) formation (in} rapid succession,
(in the) course (of the) third phase
(of the) Plan conceived (by the)
Center {of) Baha’u'lldh's Covenant,
(0of) Regional-National Assemblies
(in} Scandinavia, Benelux countries,
Iberian Peninsula, themselves a pre-
lude (to the) establishment (in} pres-
ent (and) succeeding epochs (of the)
evolution (of the) Divine Plan, (of)
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separate National Assemblies (in)
each sovereign state, principality,
{and) chief dependency (on the} Eu-
ropean Continent, as well as (on the)
neighbouring principal islands ({of
the} Mediterranean, Atlantic Ocearn,
{and) North Sea. Stop.

Earnestly appeal (to) all partici-
pants (in the} phenomenal birth
{and) rise (of the) communities con-
stituting weighty elements {in the)
life (of the)} firmly knit world Baha'i
family (to) prepare themselves dur-
ing present Conference (for the) fu-
ture close collaboration (with the)
long established sister communities
(in the) British Isles, France, (and}
Germany (to) meet (the) challenge
(of the) major strenuous task consti-
tuting (the) pivot (of the) delibera-
tions {of the) approaching Stockholm
Inter-continental Conference, de-
signed {to) expand (and) consolidate
(the) framework {of the) admin-
istrative order (of the) Faith (of)
Bah&'u'lldh (in the) north, south,
west {and) heart (of the) European
Continent, foreshadowing (the)
launching (of) future enterprises
(in) collaboration (with the) Ger-
man, Persian, ‘Iraqi Bah4'i Commu-
nities, calculated (to) extend (the)
regenerating influence (of the) same
order (to) eastern (and) southeast-
ern territories {of the) same conti-
nent (and) eventually beyond its
confines, across (the) Ural Moun-
tains (to the) north, west (and)
ultimately (to the) heart (of the)
Asiatic Continent. Stop.

Urge all attendants {to) dedicate
part {of the) sessions (of this} Con-
ference synchronizing (with) Cente-
nary {of the} imprisonment (of)
Baha'w’llah (in the) Siyah-Chal (in)
prayerful remembrance (of the)
sombre tragedy preceding (the} rise
{of the) resplendant Orb (of the)
august Revelation, (to) draw nigh
{(to) His spirit, (to) fix (their)
thoughts (on) His promises, (to) de-
rive fresh inspiration (from the)
glorious triumph, following so close-
ly (upon) His agonizing ordeal, (to)
contemplate (the) magnitude (of)
His Cause, {to) pledge themselves
{to) ensure (in the} course {of the)
decade opening before them {the)
success (of the) twin colossal
tasks assigned them, (the) propaga-
tion (of) His Faith (and the) consoli-
dation (of the} agencies (of) His ris-
ing Administrative Order throughout
(the) entire European Continent.
Haifa —SrOCHT

August 23, 1952

NOVEMBER, 1952

The Old Ruins

Yiews of the rnins ati Bahji in March, 1952, removal of which was the issoe involved

imn the legal case referred to in the Guardinn’s cable of June 11, 1952, published im

Baha’f News for July. The Covenant-breakers “inatiiuted legal proceedings against

{the) Guardian (of the} Faith, guestioned (his) right (to} demolish dilapidated house

situated (within the) precincis (and) constitniing (an) affromt (to the) Mozt Holy
Shrine (of the) Bahid’i World . . .”

This five room building was located to the south and front of the Mansion, which can

be seen at the Ieft. The building and the court case associated with lts removal was

described in the letter from the International Bahi’f Council, published in Bahdf
News, August, 1952,
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The New Gardens

Wiihin one week of the demolition of the ruins, opposite, a beaudiful garden had been
crealed over the very spot where it had stood. The gate in the center ia the nmew
enirance to the Holy Court leading to the Shrine of Bahf'n’llih.

Marble vases, carved white Carrara marble nmmnents lamp posts, CYRress trees,
peacocks, ecagles, and pebbled walks decorate the new garden Entrance to the
Mansion of Bahfi i on the left,

STATE CONVENTIONS

The State Conventions for election
of delegates to the Jubilee Conven-
tion, 1953, will be held on Sunday,
December 7, 1952;

State Convention Committees have
been appointed to make advance ar-
rangements and to open the Con-
ventions.

The National Spiritual Assembly
will mail to every adult voting Baha&’i
in the United States a printed form
with full explanation and agenda.
Each voter will also receive a blank
ballot te take to the Convention or
mail in advance, if unable to attend
in person.

Every organic Bah&’{ function has
vital importance during Jubilee
Year, to prepare for the 1953 Con-
vention, Intercontinental Conference,
Jubilee Celebrations and public ded-
ication of the Bah4'i House of Wor-
ship.

Will each State Convention Com-
mittee, and every voting Bahd'i en-
ergetically and prayerfully fulfill his
responsibility.

—NaToNaL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY

BAHA'IS AND THE PRINCIPLE
OF INTERNATIONALISM

Beloved Friends:

The society in which we live is
struggling to find a solution to a
number of difficult problems.

Among these we note, for example,
the problem of race amity, which has
become acute as result of the loss
of the old, leng-centinued physical
isolation of peoples—the cause of the
development of distinctive racial
characteristics and cultures. Aside
from the Bah#é'i principle of the one-
ness of mankind—the fulfilment of
the teaching concerning brotherhood
found in every ancient revealed
Faith—there is no escape from the
far-reaching influences of race
prejudice in embittering wide areas
of mankind today.

We note also the problem of cre-
ating ‘a mutual relationship for the
various. religious systems, each of
which claims a divine origin and a
unique authority and power. Efforts
to assert inier-organizational unity,
and to emphasize a few truths held
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in common, succeed only in reaf-
firming the differences. For lack of
religious unity the world can not gen-
erate sufficient moral force to solve
any problem of human association
except on & limited, parochial, self-
contained basis. The Baha'l teaching
of progressive revelation, proclaim-
ing that all the Messengers are one
in spirit and purpose, revolutionizes
religion. The Baha'i community dem-
onstrates that religious unity can be
achieved within a universal Faith but
that there is no inter-organizational
umity possible with the perpetuation
of different systems, rites, formulas
and officials.

The problem which receives most
attention today is that of inter-
nationalism. The patriot fears that
his own country would lose its sov-
ereign power if brought within any
form of international government. He
points to the failure of internafional-
ism to establish any peace or securi-
ty so far and protests that interna-
tionalism is even inherently milita-
ristic. His human rights, his cul-
tures, ideals and property seem to
him to be hazarded if other govern-
ments and peoples are given the
power to control them by majority
vote.

The internationalist in turn points
out the fact that the nation is no
longer sovereign in relation to world
affairs and that nationalism has led
the world to two disastrous interna-
tional wars. He argues that these
wars have impaired human rights,
values and properties infinitely more
than would be likely or even possible
under a new world sovereignty. Fur-
thermore he refers to the principle

of federalism as already thorough-

ly established by the experience of
Switzerland and the United States.
A world state, he explains, would
give the central government control
only over international matters and
leave a large measure of domestic
control in the various nationzl gov-
ernments.

What is the Bahd’i position? In es-
sence, it is spiritual and moral, not
political. It affirms the oneness and
solidarity of mankind as a divine
creation, admitting that evolution is
needed before this basic truth can
be realized in cultural, social, eco-
nomic and political terms. The dy-
namic behind this evolution iz not
political action but the operation of
the Holy Spirit. The Baha’i accepts
as a present fact the truth of broth-
erhood and understands the unbear-

able stresses and strains of modern
civilization as fundamentally forms
of opposition to or denial of the laws
and principles which lie at the heart
of every revealed Faith. Brotherhood
as the spirit of cooperation the Baha'i
recognizes to be the necessary seb-
timent and meotive of human life but
incomplete without a sccial order
giving it expression in action and
pledged to preserve its ideal from
destruction.

The Bah#&’i position includes
acceptance of the principle of world
federation while realizing that hu-
manity needs preparation morally
and spiritually before a sound fed-
eral order can be achieved. The
Bahd'i is concerned with the incul-
cation of moral principles, the
strengthening of hope, respect for
government and implicit faith that
humanity is under the guidance and
protection of God. The Baha'i knows
that mankind passes through differ-
ent stages of development from in-
fancy to maturity. At no stage can
he turn back to the simpler and eas-
ier past. God has decreed that peace
and righteousness shall prevail on
earth. Through the turmeil of argu-
ment, the oppression of menacing
danger, the Bah&’l presses forward
in this providential age, preserving
in his heart a vision which no po-
litical party can deny and no outer
circumstance indict. His highest as-
piration is to reflect to others some
ray of the light of a New Day.

—NATIONAL SPIRTTUAL ASSEMBLY

THE PROPHECY OF DANIEL

The Guardian has written the Na-
tional Assembly to direct that a
change be made in future editions of
Esslemont’s “‘Bahd’uw'llih and the
New Era.” This correction has par-
ticular interest for the believers at
this time since it deals with the ful-
filment of prophecy.

“Regarding the prophecy of Dan-
iel: The passage in Esslemont
should be changed to state that this
prophecy refers to the one-hun-
dredth anniversary of the Declara-
tion of Baha'w’llah, in the Garden of
Ridvan, Baghdid—reference to this
can be found in ‘The Passing of
‘Abdu’l-Baha’ in gquotations from
two of His Tablets."” — Shoghi Ei-
fendi, through his secretary, in let-
ter dated June 30, 1952.

—NATIOINAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY

NOYEMBER, 1952

MUSIC AT FEASTS

A letter addressed to the National
Assembly, inquiring whether music
can be provided at the Nineteen Day
Feast, was referred to the Guardian.
Shoghi Effendi’'s answer opens the
door to a musical program at these
Feasts wherever the local Assembly
desires.

“Music is permitted during the
spiritual part—or any part—of the
Nineteen Day Feast.”” —Shoghi Ef-
fendi, through his secretary, in let-
ter dated June 30, 1952.

ON YOTING IN CIVIL ELECTIONS

* ... No Baha'i vote for an of-
ficer, no Baha'l participation in the
affairs of the Republic, shall involve
acceptance . . . of a4 program or
policy that coniravenes any vital
principle, spiritual or social, of the
Faith.

“ _ .. No vote cast, or office un-
dertaken, by a Baha'i should neces-
sarily constitute acceptance, by the
voter or office holder, of the entire
program of any political party. No
Baha'i can be regarded as either a
Republican or Democrat, as such.
He is above all else, the supporter
of the principles enunciated by
Baha'u'lldh, with which, I am firmly
convinced, the program of no politi-
cal party is completely harmon-
ious.” (Shoghi Effendi)

—NaTIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY
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View of Nairobi, Kenya, East Africa. The Guardian has orged (he British National
Assembly to concenirate on the formation of an Assembly In Nairobi by April, 1553,

AFRICA
LeHer from Guardian
$o British National Assembly

The British National Assembly re-
ceived a letter from the Guardian,
which contains passages concerning
the Africa Project. Excerpis from
this message are printed here from
the British Africa News.

(Through his Secretary)

‘“As regards the Africa campaign:
this enterprise, so enthusiastically
carried on, has been throughout this
past year the greatest source of joy
to the heart of the beloved Guardi-
an. ... The formation of the Dar es-
Salaam and Kampala Assemblies
was zlso a great satisfaction to him,

““The guardian feels that although
the Conference planned for Kampala
is primarily a Conference and in no
sense a Convention (having no dele-
gates), there is no objection to the
representatives of various National
Assemblies who may attend meeting
in separate sessions for more special
and concentrated consultation. Any
Hands of the Cause attending could
also be inciuded in this private dis-
cussion.

w—

**He feels that now more than ever
the British friends have every reason
to feel proud of their accomplish-
ments and happy over the very evi-
dent bestowals from the Throne on
High. They have found, after half a
century of development, scope for
their abilities, and a field large
enough to distinguish themselves in,
and they are certainly taking ad-
vantage of it, much to the delight
of the Guardian and their fellow-
Bahd'is.”

(In his own hand)

*“The potent seeds, a loving and
vigilant Master, sowed with His own
hands in the course of a twice re-
peated visit to the homeland of this
community, are now, after having
lain dormant for almost a quarter of
a century, at long last, sprouting
through the length and breadth of
the British Isles, and are even re-
vealing the potency of their re-
generative power through the instru-
mentality of those valiant pioneers,
who, faithful to His Call and dedi-
cated to His service, are leaving the
shores of those islands to settle in
territories of a far-away and back-
ward continent. Amidst their arduous
labours, in their contact with the
heterogeneous tribes and races
dwelling in that continent, in their
dealings with the civil authorities of
divers countries and states within
whose jurisdiction they will labour,

in their struggle with an inhospitable
climate, in the hazards to which they
will be inevitably exposed, in the ad-
ventures they may experience, in the
reverses they may temporarily suf-
fer, in the opposition they will meet
with, in the tests and trials they will
undergo, His unfailing guidance will
be vouchsafed to them in direct pro-
portion to the degree of their conse-
cration to their task, and the perse-
verance, the courage and fidelity
they will display as they discharge
their duties.

"“The remarkable success that has
attended their high endeavours since
the initiation of their first collective
enterprise within the confines of their
native land, the still more notable
evidence of God's sustaining grace
that has accompanied the opening of
the first stage of their Mission over-
seas, are sufficient proof of the tre-
mendous potency of the forces at
work for the purpose of ensuring the
unrestricted expansion of their future
activities within and beyond the
frontiers of their island home, and
the ultimate consummation of their
magnificent enterprise.”

Progress with Translations

Before the Africs Project came in-
to being, Philip Hainsworth, by spe-
cial arrangement with the Guardian,
had translations of a Baha’l pam-
phlet done in Ki-Swahili, Haysa and
Chinyanja. At the end of the Six Year
Plan in Britain, in 1950, the Guardian
told the British Bah&'i Community
to publish by Ridvén 1953 transle-
tions in three further African lan-
guages, which he raised to nine
languages soon after the Two Year
Plan opened in 1951.

So far translations into two of these
languages, Twi and Luganda, have
been published. Three others, in
Acholi, Adanwe and Ewe, are in the
hands of printers. Completed trans-
lations in Igbo and Yoruba are
awaiting their turn for printing, and
the remaining two translations, in
KiKikuyu and Mende are at the final
stage before printing.

Providing the printing of the pam-
phlets is not delayed by shortage of
funds or some unexpected obstacle,
it is likely that a1l nine translations
will be published before the Africa
Conference, making it possible to
display there translations of Baha'i
literature in twelve African lan-
guages,



Liberia

Liberia reports four more new
Bahé’is, including a young man of
nineteen years, who hecomes the
first Liberian Bah&’l youth. These
new declarations bring the total
number of Baha’is in Liberia to fif-
teen.

The Group has formally organized,
elected officers and appointed com-
mittees. Two public meetings are
held weekly and individual contact
work and teaching is being done by
all the Liberian Baha'is.

Twe of the new Liberian believers
are expected to journey to the United
States in January. Mr. RBudolph Am-
artey has applied for a government
scholarship to aitend an American
University, and Mr. Magnus Ame-
gashie has been awarded a scholar-
ship to pursue study abroad. He is
considering an American college,

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND

The Australasian Bahé'i quarterly
magazine, ‘‘Herald of the South,”
recently told of an authoritative and
valuable reference bock by Dr.
Mario Pei called *“The Story of
Language.” Dr. Pei, in hiz book,
makes it clear that the function of
language in human affairs is infin-
itely wider than merely commun-
icating man's daily wants. He tells
that language is a barrier to under-
standing and is one of the things
which divide the human race, but
he also states that it is a bond, in
that all human beings have language
in common, and many of these lan-
giages are brothers and cousing of
one another. :

In almost every chapter Dr. Pei
shows how greatly the study of lan-
guages can help towards interna-
tional understanding. He says that
one of our main barriers tc under-
standing with the Soviets is a *‘se-
mantic crisis.’”” Words such as *‘lib-
erty,” ‘“‘peace-loving” and “democ-
racy’’ have by no means the same
meaning on both sides of the Iron
Curtain.

- Dr. Pei devotes a section of his
bock to an international language
and he suggests that an interna-
tional language should be acquired
by children, in the infant stage, so
that they become bi-lingual. Dr. Pei

says the choice of the language must
be agreed upon in a concerted move,
and arranged, or rearranged so as
to be written phonetically. He says
if this were done in the 1950’s, the
universal language would be a re-
ality by 2050 A.D.

{“The Story of Larguage’ pub-
lished by George Allen and Unwin,
London.)

LeHer from Haifa

The Australian Bahad’i Bulletin car-
ries a very interesting letter to the
Australian friends from Miss Jessie
Revell, member of the International
Bahé’l Council, from which some
extiracts are taken:

“This is the nerve center of the
Bahi'i world. Everything that hap-
pens in the Baha'i world has reper-
cussions here and now the Cause is
entering a World stage in its activ-
ities.

“Our beloved Guardian tells us
with regard te the Intercontinental
Conferences to be held during the
Baha'i Holy Year that nothing simi-
lar has been attempted since the
history of the Faith. It is a World
Crusade utilizing the agencies of a
World Administrative Order which
is world-wide in character, to carry
out the provisions of ‘Abdu’l-Bahéa's
World Plan in the service of a World
Faith-—a Global Crusade in which
all Naticnal Spiritual Assemblies
will take part. The chief task of
these Conferences will be opening
up new territories under their juris-
diction, consolidating the work, util-
izing the institutions to promote the
teaching work, on an international
scale.

“One day at dinner Shoghi Effendi
called for a World Map and he him-
self drew circles around the terri-
tories under the jurisdiction of the
eleven National Spiritual Assem-
lies, then he drew ecircles around
eleven more territories where new
National Spiritual Assemblies are to
be made within the next ten years
and he called this ‘the wheels of
Baha'w'llah’s chariot.” This world
crusade will last ten years and will
culminate in The Mest Great Jubilee
and will include every sovereign
state, every chief dependency, every
island of the globe. How very for-
tunate we all are to have a part in
this great crusade! America iz the
chief executor of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
World Plan. In ten years we will

NOYEMBER, 1952

double what has been accomplished
since 1844, working through the In-
sgtitutions of the Faith.

“Baha’is are working to build up
a Divine Civilization to go hand in
hand with a material civilization,
not a materialistic civilization. One
day Shoghit Effendi said that mater-
ialistic civilization implies the ne-
gation of Divine Civilization. Ma-
terial civilization is not harmful but
it is insufficient, it has to be linked
with Divine Civilization. He said that
the Master was always attacking
materialistic civilization. Matter is
not a bad thing but materialistic
matter is bad, nationhood is a good
thing, but nationalism is a bad thing
and politics is the nerve center of
materialistie civilization and Amer-
ica is the most confused and corrupt
political center in the world, because
it has a materialistic civilization.

“Shoghi Effendi said that when he
thinks of the Dome of the Shrine of
the Bab he thinks of tweo things: the
International House of Justice and
the Institution of Guardianship and
the Hands of the Cause. He said the
Shrine has a triple crown; one on
the parapet of the first unit (the
arcade) this crown is of white mar-
ble, with green and red decorations,
green being a symbol of the lineage
of the BaAb, red a symbol of His mar-
tyrdom and this is adorned with the
Greatest Name, one facing ‘Akka
and one at each of the four corners.
A verse from the Holy Writings will
be inscribed on each panel. The sec-
ond crown is on the Octagon with
eight pinnacles gilded with gold on
the top and a balustrade around it.
The third crown will be the Dome
ob the drum and this will be entirely
golden.

“rAbdu’l-Bahad  said that there
would be nine terraces to the Ger-
man Colony to the top of the moun-
tain. Shoghi Effendi told us that
‘Abdu’l-Bahi visualized ships carry-
ing the kings of the earth, laying an-
chor at the port of Haifa, disem-
barking, proceeding bareheaded and
barefooted, carrying garlands of
flowers and flower baskets with pre-
cious stones, approaching the Thresh-
old, laying down their crowns, pros-
trating themselves and sacrificing
their crowns as offerings.”

Bahé't Representative to

UN Conference

Mr. Stanley Bolton, Jr. will rep-
resent the Baha'is of Australia and
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New Zealand at a United Nation's
Non - Governmental Organizations
Conference to be held in Manila,
Philippines the latter part of Oc-
teber.

INDLA, PAKISTAN AND BURMA
Indian’s Success in Australia Lecturing

Mrs. Shirin Fozdar of India writes
from Australia, where she is lectur-
ing, that her trip has been very suc-
cessful. She has been speaking at
the rate of two to four lectures a
day. While in Perth she made four
broadcasts in six days. She also re-
ports that the newspapers are giving
good publicity.

Mrs. Fozdar says that it is some-
thing of a surprise to the Australian
people with their racial hatred for
Asiatics that an Indian has gone to
lecture to them. Her lectures are
well attended and women's organiza-
tions particularly are eager to have
her speak to them.

Mew Era School Anniversary

The New Era School in Panchgani
celebrated it's 8th School Anniver-
sary on the Ist of August, 1952, Many
of the local friends and some par-
ents and puardians from Bombay
dand Poona attended the function.

Persian Bah&'l Granted Scholarship

Mr. Hushmand Fateh Azam of
Tihran University and a member of
the Library of Tihran University,
Faculty of Arts, has been granted
a Government of India Scholarship
for study at Shanteneketan, Bolepur,
Tagore University. He will serve the
Faith during his two year stay at
this University.

Singapore

Mews has recently been received
that the Singapore Assembly has
been registered with the Government
under the Societies Act, and this
news has been gazetted by the Gov-
eTnment.

Fiji
David Ali an Indian Baha'i youth

of Suva, Fiji Islands, writes to say:
““I am an Indian Baha'l youth of

Some of the Baha'is and friends of Helsinkl, Finland?, There are now eleven Bahi’fs,
including one youth, in Finland. Miss Josephine Kruka, American ploneer to Finland,
is seated center, botiom row,

sixteen and am a member of the
Suva Bahi'i group. At present I am
in High School. We have eight adults,
and four youths here including my-
self. We also have a Fijian native
in the cohorts of Baha’u'lldh, the first
one of his race.

“An Indian Baha'i teacher from
the Australian National Assembly in-
vited us and introduced the Faith
from Qur'anic angle to the orthodox
and bigoted Sunni Muslims here.
Their response was only jeers and
mocks. The seed has been planted
and already a handful of Baha'is
have shaken about 25,000 Muslims in
Fiji. They have given out a written
fatva to their colleagues to disasso-
ciate themselves entirely from the
Baha'is. They think that a handful of
Bah#'is can do more damage than a
battalion. It is indeed a great con-
cern to them. For us this iz only a
passing phase, for we know that
nothing in this world can arrest the
growth of the Faith, The Muslims
can not harm us, they are only full
of hot air, but there are a few mis-
chief mongers.™

JAPAN

Sectional Meeting of the 39th
Esperanto Congress of Japan
Held for Bah&'is

In Kyoto, Japan, the 3%th Esper-
anto Congress of Japan was held

September 21 to 23. About 300 Esper-
antists gathered at the Kyoto Tlni-
versity Hall; they came from all
parts of Japan.

A unique feature of the Congress
was that for the first time one of the
sectional meetings was designated
for the Baha'is. This meeting was
arranged by Tokujiro Torii, the first
blind Esperantist of Japan and the
second person to become a Bah&’f in
Japan—he embraced the Faith in
1916. Mr. Torii today is the Viee
Principal of the Kyoto Government
School for the Blind.

Miss Agnes Alexander, who writes
of this Congress, attended as a Baha’{
Esperantist and presented greetings
from the Local Spiritual Assembly of
Tokyo. She also spoke on the Bah'i
Faith in three of the sixteen sec-
tional meetings; one for the women,
for the blind, and for the Baha’is.
Araong those who atiended the last
meeting, three were hlind.

The high point of the Congress
came when Mr. Toril was called to
report on the Blind and Bahé’i sec-
tions. As he was guided to the plat-
form, the entire Congress in cne ac-
cord hroke into a prolonged and
hearty applause. With his finger tips
he read his Braille notes as he spoke
in fluent Esperanto. The seeds sown
by Mr. Torii, particularly among the
blind and those assoctated with them
are now bearing fruit.
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BAHA'l CONTACTS
AT SAMPSON AIR FORCE BASE

The Spiritual Assembly of Geneva,
N. Y., will be happy to provide a
Baha'i contact for believers, their
friends and interested persons who
pass through or are stationed at
Sampson Air Force Base, located
near Geneva.

Correspondence concerning this
should be addressed to the Geneva
Assembly as listed in Bah#é&'l Direc-

tory.

BAHA'l HOLY DAYS
RECOGNIZED IN WILMINGTON

The BSpiritual Assembly of Wil-
mington, Delaware, applied to the
Superintendent of Public Schools for
recognition of the Baha'l Holy Days,
and received favorable action.

In a letter dated May 15, 1952,
the Superintendent wrote the Assem-
bly *“to advize that we shall notify
our principals of the holidays ob-
served by members of the Baha'i
Faith and will report that they treat
absences of children on these days
in the manner similar to that fol-
lowed with those of other faiths.”

BAHA'l BRIEFS

From Santa Paula, Calif. comes
the néws that a local Bahé'i has been
teaching a Sunday School class in
the Universalist Church at the invi-
tation of the Minister. She has been
given a free hand to teach religions
from the broad aspect, and 10 year-
olds there are now acquainted with
all of the Divine Manifestations.

Long Island will present public
meetings every month in the Garden
City Hotel. Each meeting will feature
both a guest speaker and a Baha'i
speaker.

New Haven, Conn. reports the visit
to the home of some isolated be-
lievers by five members of the com-
munity. Because of this visit a Fire-
side was held with neighbors of the
isolated couple. This reminds us that
we never know what we will find at
the other end of such a visit, and
even though a Fireside does not al-
ways result, the joy and fellowship
brought to the izolated Bah#&'is can
never be measured.

Eastern Mass. and R.I. have as
Goal Cities Cambridge, Mass., Ips-
wich, Mass., and East Providence,
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remarkahly shown to the world.

To Foster the Spirit of Unity

“With hearts cleansed from the least trace of suspicion and filled with
hope and faith in what the spirit of love can achieve, we must one and
all endeavor at this rmoment to forget past impressions, and with
absolute good-will and genuine cooperation unite in deepening and
diffusing the spirit of love and service that the Cause has thus far so

“Does not ‘Abdu’l-Baha wish us, as He locks down upon us with loving
expectation from His plorious Station, to obliterate as much as possible
all traces of censure, of conflicting discussions, of cooling remarks, of
petty unmnecessary cbservations that impede the onward march of the
Cause, that damp the zeal of the firm believer and detract from the
sublimity of the Baha'i Cause in the eyes of the inquirer? .. .

Snoaur ErFewnr, Bahd’t Administration, pp. 18 and 19

R.I. The RTC is looking for volun-
teer settlers and pioneers for these
areas.

Milwaukee, Wis. presented a talk
over radic station WTMJ which of-
fers free time in rotation to all mem-
bers of the Milwaukee County Coun-
cil of Churches. Another broadcast
is scheduled for May 24, 1953.

In Berkeley, Calif. the community
has had recent success at getting
traveling Baha'is interviewed over
station KI.X on a women'’s program.
There are times when we cannot af-
ford to be too modest about talents
and backgrounds that will serve to
spread the word about the Faith.

Washington, D.C. carried the stery
of Qurratu’l-‘Ayn to the public when
a member was able to have two let-
ters to the editor published in news-
papers reminding the general pub-
lic that she was the first weman to
give her life for the emancipation of
womern.

In one month six believers in far
off Anchorage, Alaska were able to
hold 32 Firesides, 19 of them being
by one member,.

Bochester, N. Y. and vicinity
Baha'is are sponsoring a series of
ten monthly meetings at the Hotel
Seneca,

Wauwatosa, Wis. reports a public
meeting held at noon in the dining
room of a local hotel. This luncheon
meeting was attended by about 75
people, 40 of whom were non-
Bahé'is. Following the talk, Tuesday
afternoon Firesides were announced
for those who were interested in at-
tending. The regular evening Fire-
sides were also publicized. The in-
teresting thing about this meeting
is that it was promoted largely
through the efforts of one member
of the Community and one member
of the Town of Wauwatosa Group. It

is very inspirational to know that so
much can be accomplished by only
two determined people. ]

And from West Hollywood and Las
Angeles, Calif. comes news of social
get-togethers sponsored by individual
members of the communities to ac-
quaint people with the Faith. Once
a month a children’s reception is
held, and plans now call for a
Spanish Baha’i Reception to be held
to supplement the Spanish speaking
Fireside held each Saturday evening.

WHY SUPPORT THE FUND?

An answer to this question has
been received and it should cause us
all to stop and reflect for a few mo-
ments upon it. Says the writer, “We
are told that when we give, the
bounties we will receive in the Abha
Kingdom are unspeakably glorious.
This iz a wonderful and wvery beau-
tiful promise, yet ocne of the great-
est gqualities of a Baha’{ is his un-
selfish devotion and interest in his
fellow man and humanity, with no
thought of self. Let us face our fund
from the aspect that we are all
striving to become Bahé'is to the
greatest extent of our ability and ca-
pacity. With this in mind, and for-
getful of self, the answer we get to
our guestion is this: We are giving
our meney in exchange for the ad-
vancement of humanity, promoting
the oneness of mankind, for the se-
curity of posterity, and most impor-
tant of all—the speedy establishment
of peace on earth under the protec-
tion of Baha'u'llah, Reflect, medi-
tate, and pray, and you will see
many more and wonderful God-given
bounties that can be gained in ex-
change for our insignificant sacrti-
fices.”

o
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Picture of Temple landscaping from the long walk approaching the Temple Irom the corner of Sherldan Road and Linden Avenne.

DEDICATION OF THE
HOUSE OF WORSHIP

The completion of the Temple
landscape design, and the public
dedication of the House of Worship,
are events of intense interest and
supreme importance to American
Baha’is. To that fulfilment fifty years
of unified effort have been devoted,
and for that consummation every
believer has contributed from his
heart and from his material means.

The Temple stands today in its
majesty as a demonstration of
Baha'l unity, an embodiment of
Baha’i history in North America,
and the most impressive evidence
throughout the West of the spiritual

potency of the Faith of Baha'u'llih.

The dedication will take place on
Saturday, May 2, 1953, a distinctive
public feature of our worldwide Holy
Year celebrations and a demonstra-
tion of the universality of the Faith
revealed for the regeneration of the
peoples of the world. This gathering
of Baha'is and non-Bahd'is for wor-
ship in the pgreat auditorium will be
preceded by a public meeting, Fri-
day evening, May 1, when speakers
will tell the histeric story of the
Temple, explain its architectural
and engineering elements, and pre-
sent its spiritual meaning and pur-
pose.

Concerning the nature of worship
in the Temple, the Guardian wrote
on July 29, 1946: “The nature of
these gatherings is for prayer, med-
itation and the reading of writings
from the Sacred Scriptures of our
Faith and of other Faiths; there can
be one or a number of readers; any

Baha'i chosen, or even non-Baha'i,
may read. The gathering should be
simple, dignified, and designed to
uplift the soul and educate it through
hearing the creative Word. No
speeches mav be made, no extra-
neous matter introduced . . . Vocal
music alone may be used and the
position of the singer or singers is
also a matter for your Assembly to
decide after receiving the advice of
experts,”

It is wheolly mysterious and prov-
idential that consecration of the
completed Tample should coincide
with the worldwide celebration of
the Centenary of the Birth of the
Bahé'’i Revelation, and the Cente-
nary itself occur at a time of darkest
crisiz in human affairs. Tremendous
forces converge and give this event
extraordinary historic importance
and extraordinary spiritual influ-
ence. The Sun of Truth rises toward
the zenith, and the epic process of
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destruction anhd construction is in-
tensified.

We have the testimony of ‘Abdu'l-
Baha Himself, whose Presence in
1912 blessed the Temple site and
made this the holiest House of Wor-
ship ever to be constructed in the
Baha'i world.

“When the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar is
accomplished, when the lights are
emanating therefrom, the righteous
ones are presenting themselves
therein, the prayers are performed
with supplication towards the mys-
terious Kingdom, the voice of glorifi-
cation is raised to the Lord, the
Supreme, then the believers shall
rejoice, the hearts shall be dilated
and overflow with the love of the
All-living and Self-existent. The peo-
ple shall hasten to worship in that
heavenly Temple, the fragrances of
God will be elevated, the divine
teachings will be established in the
hearts like the establishment of the
Spirit in mankind; the people will
then stand firm in the Cause of your
Lord, the Merciful. Praise and greet-
ings be upon you.”

The Master also revealed the fol-
lowing: . . . . the founding of this
Mashrigu'l-Adhkar is to be the in-
ception of the organization of the
Kingdom. Therefore it is important
and is an expression of the upraising
of the Ewvident Standard, which is
waving in the center of that Con-
tinent, and the results and effects of
which will become manifest in the
hearts and spirits.”

The Cuardian’s words concerning
the dedication were written in his
letter dated November 23, 1951: “An-
other special feature of the celebra-
tions of this Jubilee will he the con-
secration of the first Mashrigu'l-
Adhkar of the West for public wor-
ship on the occasion of its comple-
tion, fifty years after its inceptien.
This official opening should also take
place in conjunction with the 1953
annual Convention. Representatives
of different religious denominations
should be invited to attend and if
possible participate. Non-Bah&'is
should, likewise, be invited fo be
present. Readings from the Sacred
Scriptures of various Faiths should
be carefully selected and read on
this solemn occasion. The Press and
Radio should be utilized to give pub-
licity to this celebration. All Na-
tional Assemblies throughout the
Bah&'l World should be invited by
your Assembly to send representa-
tives on this historic oceasion.”
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Temple landscaping progress, showing Chinese Juniper irees lining a few of the
approaches to the Temple. The dark circle in the center Is the beginning of a sunken
garden, of which there will be nine, in between the nine walks,

The Guardian’s answers to gques-
tions about the use of the Temple
addressed to him by the National
Assembly have been published in
Bghd’i News, September, 1952.

In accordance with this direction
the National Assembly has ap-
pointed a Temple Dedication Com-
mittee to prepare the program for
the public meeting on Friday eve-
ning, May 1, and for the dedication
on May 2, and the committee is mak-
ing an active study of the elements
entering into these two gatherings.

On Friday afterncon, May 1, the
Anniversary of the Master’'s Pres-
ence at the Temple site in 1912, a
suitable gathering for Bahd’is only
will be held in the auditorium to
commemorate that event. This
meeting is not part of the public
dedication.

Since the dedication of the House
of Worship is an event associated
so intimately with the feelings and
thoughts of the whole American
Baha’l community, the committee
welcomes sugpgestions from the
friends communicated through their
Local Assembly or Regional Teach-
ing Committee at the earliest possi-
ble date. )

TEMPLE DEDICATION COM-
MITTEE—Paul E. Haney, Mrs. Cor-
inne True, Allen B. McDaniel, Carl
Scheffler, Albert R. Windust, Horace
Holley, Chairman.

NATIONAL YOUTH COMMITTEE

“"New Horizons of Unity"
Still Available

The MNational Youth Committee
have recently published a pamphlet
which gives a brief explanation of
the Bahad'i Faith with an excerpt
from ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s writings and a
paragraph from a letter from the
Guardian to the youth. Also included
in the pamphlet is ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s
“Prayer For All Nations” and the
nine texts taken from the writings
of Bahéd'wW'lldh which appear in the
interior of the Temple.

This pamphlet was sent out in the
World Youth Day kits for the 1552
World Youth Day held in March.
There are still some of these pam-
phlets awailable at $1.50 per hun-
dred.

Guardian Urges Youth
to Prepare for Pioneering

The Guardian recently sent a let-
ter to the youth telling of his desire
that they seriously consider a pro-
fession or trade that might insure
them of a post in a pioneer field in
Africa, the Pacific Islands, or Asia,
and in which they could earn their
living while serving the Cause as
well.
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Bahi’is atiending the European Teaching Conference and Summer School, September, 1952, Luxembeurg,

EUROPEAN TEACHING COMMITTEE

European Teaching Conference
and Summer School

“The Fifth Annual European Teach-
ing Conference and Third Annual
European Teaching Summer School
took place in Luxembourgville, Lux-
embourg August 30 through Septem-
ber 7. As expressed by the Guardian
in his cable greeting, this marked
*{the) conclusion (of the) series {of
the) memorable annual gatherings,
leaving (an) indelible imprint (on
the) annals (of the) second stage (of
the) evolution (of} ‘Abdu’l-Bahi’s
Divine Plan. . . .”" Thus this Confer-
ence was indeed an historic one. The
Guardian's cable message fo those
assembled in this gathering was a
sober and fateful one but the new be-
lievers in the ten Goal countries
whom the Guardian said “‘consti-
tuted (the) core (of the) wvanguard
{of the) army, singled out by (the)
Lord (of} Hosts (for the) guickening
(and) ultimate conquest {of the)
spiritually slumbering continent,
. . . demonstrated not only a
realization of this vital moment in
the growth of the Faith but their
eomplete willingness and capacity
to assurne their full responsibility in
the forthcoming momentous Global
Crusade.

Following is a firsthand report of
the Conference and Summer School

by an American Baha’i visitor pres-
ent at both cceasions.

Luxembourg! -

The smallest and most invaded
country in Europe. A cross roads of
culture and conguest for centuries.
Today a country that is rapidly heal-
ing its war wounds; a free market
in the centier of western Europe. A
land of conservative, courageous
people; a stronghold of religious or-
thodoxy.

The capital city of Luxembourg
was the goal of Baha'is on August
29th,

We arrived by bus and train along
with Schuman Plan officials—was it
mere chance that had brought us
here at the moment when the six na-
tions of the Schuman Plan had come
to arrange for greater unity?!

The evening of the 2%th was an in-
formal reception at the famous Ca-
sino. Here we were to eat and study
together for a week. Saturday morn-
ing the Conference was officially
opened. The four Hands of the Cause
who were sent: Mr. Uge Giachery,
Dr. Hermann Grossmann, Mr. Adel-
bert Muhlschlegel and Mr. Zikrullah
Khadem—read the opening prayers.
How blessed we felt by their pres-
ence!

Mr, Claude Levy, the Chairman of
the Luxembourgville Assembly wel-
comed us to his country. The local
believers and pioneers had worked
long hours to make us happy and

comifortable. Miss Edna True, Chair-
man of the Conference, greeted us
in the name of the European Teach-
ing Committee, National Spiritual
Assembly and believers of the Unit-
ed States. She pictured the accom-
plishments to date: 18 Assemblies
and over 300 believers in the ten goal
countries, Then told of the work
ahead in launching the World Cru-
sade in which the Guardian has given
Europe a wvital part.

Next came the moment most ea-
gerly awaited — the reading of the
Guardian’s cable to the Conference:
His love and guidance engulfed us.
He was proud cof our achievements
but in the resistless march of the
Cause ahead we had only begun.

*. . . BEarnestly appeal (to) all
participants (in the) phenomenal
birth (and) rise {of the) communities
constituting weighty elements (in
the} life {of the) firmly knit world
Bah&'i family (to) prepare them-
selves during present Conference
(for the) future close collaboration
{(with the) long established sister
communities (in the) British Isles,
France, {and) Germany (to} meet
(the) challenge (of the) major stren-
uous task constituting (the) pivot (of
the) deliberations (of the} approach-
ing Stockholm Inter-continental Con-
ference, designed (to) expand (and}
consolidate (the) framework (of the)
administrative order (of the) Faith
{of) Baha'u'lldh {in the) north, south,



west (and) heart {(of the) Eurcpean
Continent, foreshadowing (the)
launching {of) future enterprises (in)
collaboration {(with the) German,
Persian, ‘Iragi Baha'li Communi-
ties, calculated (to) extend (the)
regenerating influence (of the}
same order (to) eastern (and) south-
eastern territories {of the} same con-
tinent (and) eventually beyond its
confines, across (the} TUral Moun-
tains (to the) north, west {and) ul-
timately (to the) heart (of the) Asi-
atic Continent. Stop. .. .* '
(Full text of this cable is carried
elsewhere in this issue).

Mentally we were packing bags,
making plans. The Channel Isles,
Orkney Isles, Siberia, Tibet — would
one need a horse or mule for Tibet!
This was a group who knew what
action and sacrifice meant and their
hearts flew ahead to the tasks tlo
come. Miss Honor Kempton read
other messages to the Conference,
warm and cordial messages, by let-
ter and cable conveying the grateful
acknowledgement of tasks achieved
and loving best wishes for future
accomplishments, from the Ameri-
can National Assembly, a warm and
tender letter from the ETC and from
the friends in many places. We felt
the oneness of the Baha’i World Com-
munity.

Then came the Roll Call. Do you
know what a Roll Call means here
in Europe? Six years ago not a hand-
ful would have responded. Now the
countries were called, one by one—
Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Holland,
—across Europe we went—Turkey,
Egypt, Persia. Shining faces stood,
souls that had been “found,”’ the
vanguard of the Lord of Hosts. Twen-
ty-one countries represented, one
hundred and thirty-two believers
present. “Look what God has
wrought' was upon our lips.

Saturday afternoon we settled
down to study and consultation. The
study for the week was divided into
tive aspects:

1. The spiritual development and
responsibility of the indi-
wvidual.

. Building the Administration.

. Teaching the Cause — The Di-
vine Plan

4, The history of the Faith and
its Significance Today.

5. Preparation for the Jubilee

Year—The Stockholm Confer-

ence.

Else Steinmetz started us off with

[ L

her talk on “Bahd'u'Hah's Convenant
in Action.” ““Cast away that which
you possess and on the wings of de-
tachment, scar beyond all created
things.” (Bah&'u’lldh.) . . . “Wings.
Symbol of the rhythmic motion of
life itself, of ascent and descent, ris-
ing and falling, coming and going.
Upon this principle of attraction and
repulsion, depend the order and maj-
esty of both the physical and spirit-
ual world. With the same rhythmic
certainty which the physical sun pur-
sues to draw the planets toward it-

-self, so a living God regularly draws

His creatures scattered in darkness
back to the light—the light of a new
Revelation.”

The talks had been mimeographed
in three languages—English, French
and German. A tremendous task, but
it lifted the barrier of language.

The Hands of the Cause gave free-
1y of their knowledge in the excel-
lent discussion periods. The follow-
ing are a few of their remarks:

Mr. Khadem:

“Tf we did not have the Guardian
what could we as believers ac-
commplish? The unity and love
which exists among the believers
has never existed io the same de-
gree before because previous Dis-
pensations did not have the Cove-
nant and the Guardian . . .

“The Guardian is bringing into
reality the pgoal in the human
world—the Kingdom of God upon
earth. The tent which Baha’u’llah
used on Mt. Carmel and under
which He wrote the Tablet of Car-
mel will be pitched again upon the
same spot.

““The original copy of the igan is
now in Haifa. Dictated by
Baha'u'lldh, ‘Abdu’l-Bah& wrote
the manuscript when He was six-
teen years old. It is marked in
the margin by Bahd’u'llah’s own
hand.”

Dr. Grossmann;:

“Love and obedience for the be-
liever are as two wings to func-
tion in the Covenant. The Cowve-
nant is a unity of different ele-
ments.

1. Acknowledgement of
Prophet

Changing of one's character
studying the

the

2.
3. Learning and
teachings

4. Living the Administration
All four of these elements are
necessary in our lives."
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Mr. Giachery:

““The Italo-Swiss Convention plans
are taking shape. Tentative dates
are April 24 and 25.

“Purity of heart is most essential
for every believer. We can not
really know prayer until we have
this.

“There are ways that we can lift
the burden the Guardian carries
and bring him happiness.

1. To have love and unity among
the friends.

. To form new Assemblies

. Pioneers going into virgin ter-
ritory

. Increased membership

. Firm establishment of the Ad-
ministration

These are the gifts we may give

him!

‘“The stained glass windows for

the Shrine of the Bab have arrived

in Haifa. They were made in Italy

from a design of Mr, Maxwell's."”

Mr, Muhlschlegel:

“ ‘Love me that I may love thee.’
{(Baha'n'llah.) This is the care of
the Covenant. The Covenant is

God's promise fo man that He will

help us, has helped us. But we

must let ourselves be assisted.

“In former times man was not

acquainted with the laws of na-

ture, but he knew he needed God!

Now man knows nature but he

thinks he does not need God!

‘Abdu’l-Baha’s tablet to Dr. Forel

shows the unbeliever the way to

God. When we teach man to know

God then we can teach him of the

Covenant."

The hours and days slipped by.
Lilian Wyss, Theo Beets, Louis
Hénuzet, Guilio Jacoviello and Anita
Ioas gave the keynote talks, preced-
ing the consultation periods of the
Conference.

Monday night was the closing of
the three day Conference. A Unity
Banquet was held. Our lecture hall
in the Casino had been transformed.
We sat down at long flower decked
tables with a red rose for each per-
son fo pin over the heart.

Honor Kempton and Suzette Hipp,
(the first Luxembourgan to accept
the Faith) were co-chairmen. Miss
Hipp expressed in her opening re-
marks the sentiment of us all. That
we were more grateful than words
could express for the bounty of
knowing of God’s Covenant today—
for the Divine Plan of ‘Abdu’l-Bahi

[Z o
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which had brought the ETC and pio-
neers to Europe—for the great love
and guidance of the Guardian. She
reminded us that this would be the
last of the European Teaching Con-
ferences. Next year we would be in
Stockholm and the work from now
onn would be in Regional setups. Eves
were misty as she told how deeply
the European believers appreciated
the devotion and help from Americs,
“We send our heartfelt thanks to you
all.”?

Miss Kempton called upon the
Hands of the Cause and then a rep-
resentative from each Community
and country. “Thank you, thank
God™ was said over and over and
the love that poured from the hearts
created an unforgettable atmos-
phere. We seemed o forget time and
space and be aware only of the unity
between earth and heaven.

Tuesday morning came, and the
Summer School Sessions hegan.
Charlotte Stirratt, Ned Blackmer,
Amelia Bowman, Honor Kempton,
Eleancr Hollibaugh, Virginia Orbi-
son, Eugen Schmidt, David Hofman
and Edna True were our teachers.
We could not help but spread our
wings under such tutelage., It was
mature study and discussion.

At noon on Thursday we tuned in
on an historic radic broadecast. A
Baha'i interview had been requested
by the most powerful radio station
in all Europe “Radio-Luxembourg!”*
It was the first time the Faith had
been given over such a wide area.

Friday afternoon was recreation
time. We piled into two big busses,
our destination Echiernach, a city
rich in tradition and architecture.
Here Saint Willibrord came about 987
A.D. to bring Christianity to Luxem-
bourg. As we wandered through the
tiny streets and sguares we spoke the
name of Bahd'uw’llah, but little did
the passive priests realize that the
hope of Europe had come! As we
gathered by our busses to return, Mr.
Ehadem told us of the death of the
chairman of the National Spiritual
Assembly of Persia. Our joy was
suddenly turned into grief.

Friday evening was the public
meeting. Mme. Lea Nys spoke in
French on the “Reconstruction of
Human Society,” Dr. Grossmann, in
German, on the ‘‘Regeneration of
Individual Man.” It was a triumph
to have the press come. Never have
we heard the Cause more convine-
ingly presented!

Sunday night was the Feast of
Power—our last hours together. The
prayer for Shoghi Effendi was said
in twelve languages; we heard the
record of the Master's Voice. Tea
was served to us by the Hands of
the Cause. A giit of Turkish paste
had been brought by Mr. Doktoroglu
of Istanbul. Cur hearts and minds
were filled to overflowing. How great
had been the gifts of the week to-
gether. We wanted to linger but there
were tasks ahead. “Goodbye! See
you in Stockholm' were our last
words.

U.S. AFRICA COMMITTEE

Committee plans to have five new
pioneers in the field this month en-
cotntered unexpected and severe
difficulties and delays. But our ef-
forts are continuing on the five proj-
ects which will carry these Ameri-
can pioneers to the Gold Coast, Ken-
ya and Liberia.

From the Collisons in Kampala
has come another of those long in-
teresting letters of life and events in
Africa. They relate that the Guard-
ian said to Ted Cardell: *‘I am living
for the day when the African Baha’is
come to see me in Haifa.” The Col-
lisons are expecting a car which
was shipped them, and when it
comes they are daring to dream that
they will be able to drive to Haifa
with some of the African believers.
We pray that this dream may come
true. The Collisons also stated that
the Africans are intensely interested
in America and American life. Many
ask about the status of the INegro in
American life, and what seems to
impress them most about the Baha’is
is their fairness and sincere ap-
proach to the Africans as human be-
ings.

The Collisons’ description of Ali
Nakjawani's method of teaching the
Faith to the native Africans was
most interesting, He iz a master ati
glving things simply, forcefully and
an artist at using examples and an-
alogies within the African’s experi-
ence and natural surrcundings. Mrs.
Collison states that the Africans like
the talks of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, Portals to
Freedom, the Chosen Highway and
stories about ‘Abdu’l-Baha. They
love the prayers and are anxious to
have prayer boocks of their own.

The Collisons have heen writing
long interesting Iletters to their
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Mary amd Rex Collison, first American
pioneers to Kampala, Uganda. Mr. and
Mr=. Collison are hosis and caretakers
at the new Haziratn’l-Qwds at Kampala.
News of the Collisons is to be found In
the TI. 5, Africa Commitiee report.

friends, and were advised that their
longest letter was published in three
installments in the Geyserville
Press, their American hometown
paper.

The Kampala Cenfserence

For those interested in news and
information on the coming Kampasala
Conference, the TFirst Interconti-
nental Conference, more news and
information has come in:

DATE: February 12 to 18, 1953
PLACE: Kampala Uganda, Brit-
ish East Africa

PASSPORTS AND VISAS
NEEDED: Apply to the State
Department of your Country for
a passport to visit British East
Africa. Then Apply to the Brit-
ish Consul of your city (or the
nearest city where cne is lo-
cated) for a Visitor’s Visa to
visit British East Africa. These
applications should be filed as
soon as possible.

If you intend to visit Haifa while
on the way to or from the Con-
ference you will need permis-
sion from the Guardian and also
a visa from the Israeli Consul.
INOCULATIONS: Certificates
showing small pox and yellow
fever inoculations are required
in order to attend the Kampala
Conference. Since Kampala is
not far from the cholera belt it
would be well to have inccula-
tions for cholera.

TRAVEL: Persons who intend
to visit the Conference and Haifa
may leave New York, Monday,
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afternoon and with stops in
Shannen, Paris, Geneva, Milan,
Rome and Athens, will arrive in
Tel Avwviv, Israel the following
Wednesday morning. The short
trip from Tel Aviv to Haifa may
be made by plane or train. (This
is the route submitted by Cook’s
Agency.)

The British Overseas Airways
Corporation (BOAC)} has sub-
mitted the following route which
is “‘considered the fastest and
most direct” Boston—London —
Nicosia (a British Island), Hai-
fa. Then Haifa - Nicosia - Khar-
toum-Entebbe (Kampala).

On return trip, arrangements
could be made to stop at cities
serviced by BOAC according to
the wishes of the traveler.

The only round trip fare that has
as yet been obtained is the first
class round trip fare to Kam-
pala, which is $1,432.80. This fare
can be cut materially by travel-
ling from New York to London
and return, tourist class and dur-
ing off-season, i.e. November
and March inclusive.

AMERICAN NATIONAL
TEACHING COMMITTEE

Tips for Teaching

“Perhaps the reason why you have
not accomplished so much in the
field of teaching is the extent you
have looked upon your own weak-
nesses and inabilities to spread the
Message. Baha'u’llah and the Master
have both urged us repeatedly to dis-
regard our own handicaps and lay
our whole reliance upon God. He will
come to our aid if we only arise and
become an active channel for God's
Grace. .

Do you think it is the teachers
who make converts and change
human hearts? No, surely not. They
are only pure souls who take the
first steps and then let the spirit of
Bahéd'u'lldh move and make use of
them. If any one of them should
even for a second think, or consider
his achievements as due to his own
capacities, his work is ended and
his fall starts. Thi= is the fact why
50 many competent souls have, aft-
er wonderful services, - suddenly
found themselves . utterly impotent
and perhaps thrown aside by the
spirit of the Cause as useless souls.

The criterion is the extent to which
we are ready to have the will of
God work through us.”

-~ Letter from the QGuardian,
through his secretary, to Mrs. Marie
Hopper, October 26, 1933.

A bulletin, “Suggestions for Open-
ing a New City to the Baha’i Faith,"
has been prepared by the American
National Teaching Committee. These
suggestions are based on actual,
successful experiences of Regional
Teaching Committees, the Baha’i
Groups, and pioneer settlers and
teachers over a period of years in
opening new cities to the Faith. They
are offered in the hope that they
may prove helpful fo other Re-
gional Teaching Committees, Baha’i
Groups, settlers and extension teach-
ing committees of Local Spiritual
Assemblies in the present national
effort to expand and consclidate the
home front. It is recognized that this
is not the only plan that can achieve
these goals, but many of the ele-
ments of the plan may offer ideas
that can be incorporated in the
teaching programs planned or al-
ready under way in new cities. Cop-
ies of this bulletiti may be obiained
on request from the BSecretary of
your Regional Teaching Commiiiee.

BAHA'l SERVICE FOR THE BLIND

Memorial Gift to
Bah&'f Service for the Blind

Braille plates for The Open Door
have been presented to this Commit-
tee in memory of Marion Longyear.
This gift has made it possible for the
Committee to publish The Open
Dcor in Braille, Grade 2. This much-
needed pamphlet iz now being of-
fered dt 65c per copy. ’

Braille Kit

In order to meet the demand for
our Jubilee Year, a new Kit of
Braille literature has been assem-
bled in a most atiractive assert-
ments of colors. It is really a double-
edged teaching tool—useful to the
blind and an attraction to the
sighted, designed to be used for con-
tact work, for blind inquirers at-
tending classes or firesides, and for
very colorful displays at all types of
Bah#&'i meetings.
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The kit consists of:
1. The Behd’i House of Worship
2. Communion with Gad
3. The Open Daor
4. The Nine-Inscription Booklet (2
copies)
Priced at only $2.50, it is now
available at
Baha'l Service for the Blind
616 North Oxford Avenue
Los Angeles 4, California

JUBILEE COMMITTEE
Were you Present?

The Jubilee Committee would like
to have the names and addresses of
all Bahé’is living, who were present
on the grounds of the Temple when
‘Abdu’l-Bahé dedicated the Temple
site, on May 1, 1912,

If you were one of those fortunate
few who attended that wonderful
ceremony, please send your name
and address to Dr. Katherine True,
418 Forest Avenue, Wilmette, IIli-
nois.

s

"

DIRECTORY ADDITIONS AND
CHANGES

Local Spiritual Assemblies:

GREENWICH, CONN.,

Mrs. Juliette Meade, Act. Secy.
69 Northfield St.

GRAND RAPIDS, MICH.
Mrs. Laura Walsh, Sec’y.
% Mrs. Viola Thomson
414 Clancy Ave., N.E.

JAMESTOWN, NEW YORK
Mr. Eliaz Laughlin, Sec’y.
16 Valley St.

DALLAS, TEXAS
Mrs. Allene Squires, Sec'y.
7002 Fillmore Place

Regional Teaching Committees:
RTC of Oregon
Mrs. Zara Dunne, Secretary
P.0. Box 846, Astoria, Ore.
RTC of Texas :
Mrs. Inez L., Butterfield, Act, Sec'y.
3409 Mt. Vernon, Houston, Texas
RTC of Ohio
Mrs. Florence M. Reebh, Act.
Sec’y. :
2803 Sherwood Rd., Apt. A
Columbus, Ghio
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“This is the great Work . . .”

Consgider in what a great age thou
hast stepped into the world of exist-
ence and under the shadow of what
an Ensign of Guidance thou wert
sheltered and attained the hope and
greatest desire of the saints!

If thou dost arize to comply with
that which is deemed worthy of this
favor and is a duty, thou shalt ob-
serve that this Guidance is the crown
of eternal sovereignty and this at-
tainment is everlasting glory, happi-
ness and the means of the forgive-
ness of sins and the lamp of eternal
life in the Kingdom of Heaven.

* * =

O ye real friends! Make ye an
effort that this universe may become
another universe and this darkened
world find a ray of the Sun of Truth
and become luminous and refulgent.

#+ * *

~ The material world is gloomy.
Praise be to God! thou hast been
led to the illumined realm. Darkness
hath environed zll the inhahitants of
the globe, bui thou hast found guid-
ance, The souls are dead; thou hast
been quickened through the Spirit of
Truth. The eyes are blind; thine eyes
became bright by beholding the
lights. The ears are deaf; thou hast
heard the voice of the Merciful One,

* W *

The essence of all exhortation is
that thou shouldst abandon thyself
and sacrifice life, body and heart
for the Beloved One of the world.

L

If thou seekest to be intoxicated
with the Cup of the Most Mighty
Gift, cut thyself from the world and
be quit of self and desire. Exert thy-
self night and day until spiritual
powers may penetrate thy heart and

f““.la'llAbagﬁ’;‘ the bcf‘gl and the ma- “0 ye friends of God! Exert ye with heart and soul, so that association, love,
erial, un e merciiul powers may unity and agreemeni he gbiained between the hearts, all the alms may be

become manifest; because not until merged into one aim, all the songs become one song and the power of the Holy
the soil is become pure will it de- Spirlt may become so overwhelmingly victorious as to overcome all the forces
velop through the heavenly bounty; aof the world of nature. Work! Thix is the great Work, should ye become assisted
not until the heart is purified, will therein. Thus America may become the fplerum of merciful susceptibilities and

the radiance of the Sun of Truth the throne of the Kinpdom of God be established upon earih with the greatest
joy and majesty.”

shine therein. T beg of Ged that thou —“Abdw'l-Bahs, America’s Spiritual Mission, p, 42
wilt day by day increase the purity
of thy heart, the cheerfulness of thy
soul, the light of thy insight and the
search for Truth.

{ Tablets of “Abdu’l-Bahd)
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Bahi'is at the Cathedral of the Pines Bahi'i S8ervice in Rindge, New Hampshire, The
Bahé'i speakers, Mr. William de Forge and Mrs, Dudley Blakely are shown at the
lefi of the group.

Mount Vernon, N. Y., Miss Janet
Deats t¢ Mr. Donald Washburn
(non-Baha'i) August 30, 1952

Pontiac, Mich., Miss Jennie Koeikas
{non-Baha'i) to Mr. Calvin Tilman
June 7, 1952

Anchorage, Alaska, Mrs. Florence
Green to 5/Sgt. Robert Martin
June 12, 1952

Boston, Mass., Miss Anita Hartwood
fo Mr. William Morgan (non-
Baha'f) August 23, 1952

Los Angeles, Calif., Mrs. Faith Lack
James to Mr. James Montgomery
{(non-Baha’i) date not reported

Chicago, Ill., Misz Lucille Jordan to
Mr. Monrce McCarrell, Jr. August
21, 1952 _

Chicago, Il., Miss Jean Roddy (non-
Baha'i) to Mr. Aldrich Burton Sep-
tember 14, 1952

Santa Rosa, Calif., Mrs. Ruth Nicho-
las to Mr. Adolph Linge June 1,
1952

Boston, Mass., Miss Moneveh Weeks
to Mr. Nicholas Peters September
20, 1952

Madison, Wis., Miss Eloise Barton
(non-Baha'f) to Mr. Lawrence
Suhm September 6, 1952

South Bend, Ind., Miss Camilla J.
Love to Mr. Oscar White (non-
Bah#’i) June 21, 1952

Seattle, Wash., Mrs. Dora Gulliford
to Mr. Paul Bray (non-Baha’i) date
not reported

Maywood, Ill., Miss Billie Harvey
{non-Baha'i} fto Mr. Arthur C.
Jackson September 22, 1952

e

new printing
available about November 10. Please

The Open Door,

reorder. 10 for .50

NOVEMBER, 1952

The REenewal of Civilization, by
David Hofman, Expect to be .in
stock again by November 15. 75

Henrt of the Gospel (paper) by
Geo. Townshend. Expect to receive
new shipment by November 15, 1.25

Four Pamphlet: will be Three
Pamghlets from now on, conzisting
only of Man, The Supreme Telisman,
Humarn Relations For World Unity
and God Is Mawn’s Goal )

Price, .10 each, 3 for .25

Miss Frances Mcore, Preston, Min-
nescta August 23, 1952

Mrs. Eva Batey, Atlantic City, New
Jersey date not known

Miss Alta Helene Moore,
New York September 5, 1952

Castile,

Mr. Peter Dickson, South Gate,
Calif. July 18, 1852

Miss Helen Campbell, New York,
N. Y. September 17, 1952

Mrs, Louise Bosch, Belmont, Calif.
September 6, 1952

Miss Carol DeBruin, Somers Twp.,
Wisc. September 28, 1952

Mr. Charles Fishback, Chicago, Ii-
nois August 4, 1952

Mrs. Marion Longyear, Beverly
Hills, Calif. September 10, 1952
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State Convention:
Sunday, December 7, 1952
Anniversaries:
November 12—Birth of Baha’u'llah
November 26—Day of the Covenant
November 23—Ascension of ‘Ab-
du'l-Baha
Feasts:
November 4—Qudrat, Power
November 23—Qawl, Speech
National Spiritual Assembly Meet-
ings:
November 8, 9, 10, and 11
Decemkbker 12, 13, and 14

BAHA'l NEWS is published by the National Spirifual Assembly of the Bahd'is of the United States. Copies are sent without
charge to Baha'is throughcut the Unitad States, and to Bahd'i administrative bodies in other lands. Its purpose iz to keep
members of the Faith informed of international, national and local Baha'l developments, and serve as an organ for the distribu-
tion of messages written by the Guardian of the Faith, the International Bah#'{ Council, and the general anncuncements pre-
pared by the American National Spiritual Assembly.

Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from pational committees and Jocal assemblies
of the United States as well as from Mational Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the
month preceding the date of issue for which it iz intended.

BAHA'lI NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1052-1953: Mrs, Eunice Braum,
Managing Editor; Mr. William C. Henning, Miss Farrukh loas, Miss Joan Lozier, Mr. Robert Moul.

Editorial Qffice: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, IIlinois, U.S.A.

Change of Address should be reported directly to National Bahd'i Administrative Headguarters, 536 Sheridan Road, Wilmetts,

Nlincis, UJ.5.A.



