THE BULLETIN

OF THE BAHA’IS OF T

OF THE NATIONAL

BAHA’I NEWS LETTER

Office of the Secretary

SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY
HE UNITED STATES AND CANADA

129 EAST 10th STREET, NEW YORK CITY

No. 22

Marcu, 1928

“(} people of Baha! The faculty of
refection is the depository of crafts,
arts and sciences. Exert yourselves,
5o that the gems of knowledge and
wisdom may proceed from this ideal
mine, and conduce to the tranguiility
and union of the different nations of

ro .

the world"—BABA'U'LLAH.

Latest Words of The Guatdian
About the Plan of Unifed
Action

The privilege of all sincere believ-
ers is to enter ever more closely into
the thought of the Guardian. The fol-
lowing letter received recently by Mr.
Scheffler, Treasurer of the National
Assembly, contains a message for us
all,

“My dear Baha’i brother -—I am in-
structed by our beloved Guardian to
thank you for your welcome letter of
December 18th with enclosures, all of
which he was very glad to receive.

He has always thought it a great
pity and one that should certainly be
remedied, that the friends should cease
or refuse to support the Plan of Uni-
fied Action on such iil-founded and il-
legitimate excuse as the extravagance
of the memtbets, espectally when they
have zll the figures they want given
them. He does hope that it really is
not an indirect expression of thgir lack
of confidence in their duly elected Na-
tional Assembly or their unwillingness
to cooperate. At any rate, one thing
should be made clear, that when it has
the full and wholehearted support of
our Guardian, it simply means that
they must contribute to it if they really
have the interest of the Cause at heart.
It is to be lamented if the best inter-
ests of the Cause are made to suffer
only due to lack of cooperation and
perhaps personal sentiment.

However, our Guardian thinks that
it is very urgent and necessary that the

National Assembiy make a special ef-
fort to explain and remove all difficut-
ties and encourage all the various As-
semblies to save the Plan even at the
eleventh hour, especially as our Guar-
dian has such high hopes in that.
With all Bahd’i hopes and greetings,
Sincerely in His service,
SOHIEL AFNAN,
My dear and valued co-worker . —
I grieve to learn of the inadequate re-

-sponse on the part of the {riends to the

National Fund. 1 have talked the
matter over with Mr. Schopflocher and
urged him to transmit my earnest plea
to all the believers to make a supreme
and self-sacrificing effort to raise the
necessary sum hefore the end of this
year, as otherwise the prestige of the
Cause will be gravely affected. Wot
only those whe have ample means at
their disposal should display a greater
etfort, bt those who are of humbler
position must also make a self-sacrific-
ing effort, that the Temple may be-
come the embodiment of the self-sac-
rifice of all the believers,
Praying for your success,
SuocHL”
Haifa, Palestine,
January 15th, 1928

Announcement of the Twentieth
Annual Convention of American
Baha'is

To the Spiritnal Assemblies of the
Bahi'is of the United States and
Canada.
Dear friends in "Abdu'l-Baha:
Through the radiant and consecrated
person of our Guardizn, the Master
has given a great blessing to the believ-
ers throughout America.
Communicated to us all through re-
cently returned pilgrims, the earnest
desire of Shoghi Effendi is that the
interior of the Foundation Hall be
made suitable for regular gatherings

of the bellevers and worthy to hoid
those exquisite tokens of ‘Abdu'l-
Bahi—three rugs which for some
years have been laid in the Holy Tomb
on Mount Carmel.

Just as the spirit of faithfulness
flowed through the Master during His
period of service to the world as Cen-
ter of the Covenant, so now the spirit
of action and achievement emanates
from Shoghi Effendi as Guardian of
the Faith of Baha'u'llah. As we re-
spond to this desire, the power of ef-
fective service will be increased in us,
one and all; and active service to the
Cause is the supreme privilege longed
for in these days by every devoted be-
liever,

This matter was the central subject
discussed by the friends who gathered
for the meeting of consultation held
at Chicago recently by the National
Assemnbly and delegates of the 1927
Annual Convention. 'Nome who was
present at that meeting can ever for-
get the wave of enthusiasm and reso-
lute decision which engulfed the hearts
as the Guardian’s vision of the first
step in the completion of the Mash-
rigu'l-Adhkar penetrated the body of
the Cause in America.

The contributions already made to
the National Fund assure the comple-
tion of many, if not all, of the im-
provements required to transform the
Foundation Hall into the first Baha'i
Shrine of the Western World, The
mtention of the National Assembly is
to hasten the work so that the Foun-
dation Hall may be ready to receive
the delegates and friends who assem-
ble for the Convention this year.

‘The Twentieth Arnual Cenvention
of the Bahd’is of the United States
and Canada will be held at Chicago
(in the Foundation Hall at Wilmette
if possible) on Friday, Saturday and
Sunday, April 27, 28 and 29, 1928,
preceded by the celebration of the
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“The News LETTER which you
have lately initiated fulfills a very
vital function and has been
started admirably well. I would
urge you to enlarge its scope, as
much as your resources permit,
that in time it may devote a spe-
cial section to every phase of your
activities, administrative, devo-
tiopal, humanitarian, finandal,
educational and otherwise, That
it may attain its object it must
combine the essential qualities of
accuracy, reliability, thorough-
ness, dignity and wisdom. It
should become a great factor in
promcting understanding, provid-
mg information on Bahd’i activ-
ity, both local and foreign, in
stimulating imterest, in combat-
ing evil influences, and in uphold-
ing and safeguarding the institu-
tions of the Cause. It should be
made as representitive as possi-
ble, should be replete with news,
up-to-date in its information, and
should arouse the keenest interest
among believers and admirers
alike in every corner of the globe.
I cherish great hopes for its im-
mediate future, and I trust you
will devote your specizl atten-
tion to its development, and by
devising  well-conceived and
world-wide measures transform
this News Lerrer into what I
hope will become the foremost
Bahi'i Journal of the world.’—
SHEOoGE! EFFENDL

Feast of Ridvin, Thursday evening,
April 26. These days fall within the
Festival of twelve days commemorat-
ing the Proclamation of Baha™u'llah,
during which Shoght Effendi has in-
structed that all Baha'{ elections are to
be held.

In accordance with Article VIII of
the By-Laws adopted by the National
Spiritual Assembly and approved by
the Guardian, will each local Spir-
itmal Assembly named on the list of
Participating Baha'i Communities en-
closed herewith, proceed {forthwith to
call a special meeting for the election
of a local delegate or delegates, that
the Convention may be composed of
ninety-five delegates representing the
Baha'is of the United States and Can-
ada under the plan of administration
given us by Shoghi Effendi.

The details of this plan have now
been made accessible to every believer
through the Guardian’s letters which
the National Assembly has been pub-
lishing in the News Lerrer.  His in-
structions have also Lueon scrupulously
followed in the Deciaration of Trust
and By-Laws adopted by the National
Spiritual Assembly in its endeavor to
establish the legal body which the
Guardian informed us should be cre-
ated. By the provisions of this instru-
ment the formal steps, and also, we
sincerely hope, the essential purpose
and ipgner spirit which should guide
and inspire the believers in the dis-
charge of their collective Baha'l duties,
are made clear beyond the possibility
of the least hesitation, confusion or
doubt., It is the privilege of each local
Spiritual Assembly to take steps to
make certain that all believers are fully
informed.

‘While active participation in all the
processes of Baha'i administration is
clearly a duty incumbent on every de-
clared believer faithful to the Will and
Testament of "Abdu’l-Baha, the ex-
perience of cooperating with others

 under this Divine Plan of Justice is

at the same time a unique privilege to
be appreciated and cherished from the
depths of our hearts.
Yours sincerely, in service to Shoghi
Effendi,
National Spiritual Assembly
of the Baha'is of the
United States and Canada,
By: Horace HoLLEY, Secretary.
New York, .
Fehruary 15, 1928,

Ruhi Afndn’s American Visit

Since October last, Ruhi Afnin has
been engaged without interruption in
most effective services to the Catise in

North America, journeying from New
York to the cities of the Pacific Coast
in a teaching trtp which recalls the
mighty work accomplished by the be-
loved Jinab-i Fadil. A little time will
be required in order to gather together
the details and present a complete rec-
ord of Ruhi Afnin’s public addresses
and innumerable tneetings with groups
of friends. Local secretaries and oth-
ers in touch with his program are cor-
dially urged to send detailed accounts
to the Teaching Committee of the Na-
tional Assembly, through Mrs. Max-
weil, so that this important event may
be shared with Bahi comwmunities
throughout the nworld.

Meanwhile, letters irom DBerkeley
and Visalia, Calif., convey the spirit of
enthusiastic appreciation and gratitude,
and indicate accurately, if bnefly, the
results secured through this generous
and self-sacrificing cooperation given
the American friends by a member of
the Master’s family,

Among the andiences addressed by
Ruhi Afnan in Berkeley and vicinity
were: the student body of the College
of the Pacific, Stockton; Pacific
School of Religion, Berkeley ; Brother-
hood of Races, Y. M. C. A, Berkeley;
Students’ Lycerm and Berkeley Civic
Unit ; Epworth League ; Colored M. E.
Church: Y. W. C. A., San Francisco;
High School, Visalia; Taylor Memo-
tial Chourch; Hillel Foundation; Y.
M. C. A-Y. W. C. A, Fellowship;
Pacific Unitarian School; Mills Col-
lege, Oakland; Montezuma School,
Los Gatos:; Unitarian Church, Palo
Alto; First Congregational Church,
Berkeley; Theosophical Society, San
Francisco; Faculty Club, Berkeley;
in addition to many meetings with the
Bahd'i communities of Oakland. Ber-
keley and San Trancisce. This exten-
sive program was carried out between
November 11 and December 13.

An interesting program forwarded
from Chicago announces a Bahd'i Pulb-
lic Conference at New Masonic Tem-
ple on Friday, February 13: Mr.
Carl Scheffler, chairman; Inwvocation
by Mr. Albert R. Vail; Address
“BindMg Power of Truth” by Dr.
Fred Merrifield of University of Chi-
cago; and Address on “Unity of Man-
kind—The Social Tdea of Religion” by
Ruhi Afnan.

In Memoriam

Mrs. Charlotte Morton, member of
the Kenosha Bahd'l community, Octo-
Ler 23, 1927, Mrs. House, member of
the Ithaca Bahd'i community, Novem-
ber 4, 1927. Both these helievers were
old and much beloved workers in the
Cause.
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PARTICIPATING BAHA'I
COMMUNITIES

Twentieth Annual Convention

City Number of Delegoates
Berkeley, Calif. ........._.. 1
Geyserville, Cahf. ......... 2
Glendale, Calif, ............ 2
Los Angeles, Calif. ........ 3
QOakland, Calif. ............ 2
Pasadena, Calif. ........... 1
San Francisco, Calif. ....... 4
Visalia, Calif. ............. 1
Montreal, Quebec .......... 3
Vancouver, B. C. .......... 1
Denver, Colo. ............. 1
New Haven, Conn. ......... 1
Washington, D. C. ......... 5
St. Augustine, Fla. ........ 3
Honolulu, T. H. ........... 1
Chicago, I, ......... ... .. 10
Urbana, I . ... ........ 2
Wilmette, I, .. ............ 1
Eliot, Maine ............., 2
Baltimore, Md. ............ i
Boston, Mass. ............. 3
Worcester, Mass. .......... 1
Springfield, Mass. ......... 1
Detroit, Mich. ............. 2
Fruitport, Mich. ........... 1
Lansing, Mich. ............ 1
Muskegon, Mich. .......... 1
Minneapolis, Minn., ........ 1
Newark, N. J. ............. 2
West Englewood, N. J. ... _. 1
Buffalo, N. Y. ............. 1
Geneva, N. Y. ........... 1
Ithaca, N. ¥. ............. 1
New York, N. Y. ......... 10
Yonkers, N. Y. ............ 1
Akron, Q. ................ 2
Cincinnati, O. ............. 1
Cleveland, O. .............. 3
Portland, Ore. ............ 3
Philadelphia, Pa. ........... 3
Seattle, Wash. ............ 2
Spokane, Wash, ........... 1
Kenosha, Wisc, ......... |
Milwaukee, Wisc. .......... 1
Racine, Wisc. .......... A §
Total .................. 05

By-Laws Adopted by the MNational
Spiritual Assembly in Conformity
With the Guardian's Instruc-

tions Concerning the Holding |
of Annual Conventions

ARTICLE VIII. The Annual
Meeting of the National Spiritual As-
sembly at which its members shall be
elected shall be known as the National
Convention of the Bahd’is of the
United States and Canada, and shall
be held at 2 time and place to be fixed
by the National Assembly, which shall
give sixty days’ notice of the meeting

o each local Baha’t community
through its Spiritual Assembly. The
National Assembly shall at the same
time inform each Spiritual Assemhbly
of the number of delegates to the Con-
vention it has assigned to the local
Bahd'l community in accordance with
the principle of proportionate repre-
settation in such manner that the en-
tire number of delegates composing the
National Convention shall be ninety-
five. Upon receipt-of this notice each
local Spiritual Assembly shall, within
a convenient period and after giving
due and sufficient notice thereof, call
a meeting of the voting members on
its rolls for the purpose of electing
their delegate or delegates to the Na-
tional Convention; and, not later than
thirty days before the date of the Con-
vention, the Secretary of each local
Spiritual Assembly shall certify to the
Secretary of the National Spiritual
Assembly the names and addresses of
the delegates so elected.

Section 1. All delegates to the Con-
vention shall be elected by plurality
vote of those present at their election,

Section 2. All delegates to be seated
at the Convention must be enrolled as
voting members of the Baha’i commu-
nity represented by them.

Section 3. The rights and privi-
leges of a delegate may not be assigned
nor may they be exercised by proxy.

Section 4. The recognition and
seating of delegates to the National
Convention shall be vested in the Na-
tional Spiritual Assembly.

Section 5. Delegates unable to be
present in person at the Convention
shall have the right to vote for mem-
bers of the National Spiritual Assem-
bly by mail or telegram under such
conditions as may be indicated by the
National Assembly.

Section 7. The presiding officer of
the Natioral Spiritual Assembly pres-
ent at the National Convention shall
call to order the delegates, who shall
then proceed to the permanent organ-
ization of the meeting, electing a pre-
siding officer, a Secretary and such
other officers as are necessary for the
proper conduct of the business of the
Convention.

Section 8. The principal business
of the National Convention shall be
the election of the nine members of
the incoming National Spiritual As-
sembly, the consideration of the re-
ports of the financial and other activi-
ties of the outgoing National Assembly
and its various committees, and de-
liberation upon the affairs of the
Bahd'i Cause in general, it being un-
derstood, however, in accordance with
the principles of Baha’i administration
defined by the Guardian that all de-

liberation and action of the delegates
at the National Convention, other than
the election of the members of the
incoming National Spiritual Assembly,
shall constitute merely advice and rec-
ommendation for consideration by the
said Assembly, final decision on all
matters concerning the affairs of the
Baha'i Cause in the United States and
Lanada being vested solely in that
bady.

Section 9. The general order of
business to be taken up at the National
Convention shall be prepared by the
National Spiritual Assembly, but any
and all matters pertaining to the
Cause introduced by any of the dele-
gates may upon motion and vote be
taken up as part of the deliberations
of the Convention,

Section 10. The election of the
members of the National Spiritual As-
sembly shall be by plarality vote of the
delegates recogmized by the outgoing
National Spiritual Assembly, i. e., the
members elected shall be the nine per-
sons receiving the greatest number of
votes on the first ballot cast by dele-
gates present at the Convention and
delegates whose ballot has been trans-
mitted to the Secretary of the National
Spiritual Assembly by mail or tele-
gram. In case, by reason of a tie vote
or votes, the full membership is not
determined on the first ballot, then
one or more addidonal ballots shall
be taken until all members are elected.

ARTICLE XI. In order to pre-
serve the spiritual character and pur-
pose of Bahd'i elections, the practice
of nominations or any other electoral
method detrimental to a silent and
prayerful election shall not prevail, so
that each elector may vote for none
but those whom prayer and reflection
have inspired him to uphold.

Members of National Assembly
Meet With Delegates of
1927 Convention

On Saturday evening, Janmary 21,
the National Spiritual Assembly met
in a joint session of consultation with
delegates of the last Convention and
Chicago helievers. About 95 believers
were present, and the following Baha'i
communities were represented: Los
Angeles, Boston, Montreal, Eliot, Chi-
cago, Wilmette, Muskegon, West En-
glewood, Urbana, Cleveland, Racine,
Kenosha, Minneapolis and New York.
In the absence of Mr. Allen McDan-
iel, who was called to Europe earlier
in the month on business and is taking
the opportunity to go to Haifa with
Mrs. McDaniel before returning early
in March, Mr. Roy C. Withelm pre-
sided.
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The meeting opened with the chant-
ing of prayer. The chaitman read a
tetter of loving greeting from Mr. and
Mrs. McDaniel. The secretary re-
ported on action taken by the National
Assembly in connection with all mat-
ters voted or recommended by the
delegates during the sessions of the
Nineteenth Annual Convention in
Montreal,

By request, Mrs. Corinne True pre-
sented the details of the pilgrimage
made to Haifa recently by Dr. and
Mprs. Slater, Mrs. Robert Moiffett and
herself.

Mr. Albert Windust, chairman .of
the Spiritual Assembly of Chicago and
member of the Archives Committee,
read the letter written him by the
Guardian on October 22, 1927, con-
cerning the rug semt for the Founda-
tion Hall by Shoght Effendi through
Dr., and Mrs. Slater. He also in-
formed the meeting that the two rugs
which the Guardian sent last sprng
through Mrs. Schopflocher were in his
possession and would be placed in the
Foundation Hall with the rug brought
by Dr. and Mrs, Slater, when the in-
terior is made ready.

Mrs. Moffett presented greetings to
the Chicago believers from the friends
in Haifa, Cairo, Port Said, Genewva,
Switzerland, Paris, London and New
York.

Mrs. Nourse reported on her work
in Geneva, Switzerland, as press repre-
sentative for the Baha’is at the teet-
ings of the League of Nations, stating
that the attention and interest of in-
ternational statesmen is being turned
more and more toward the need of a
spiritual foundation for world peace.

Mr. Bourgeois then exhibited a se-
ries of impressively beautiful designs
he has created for the interfor of the
Foundation Hall, in order to trans-
form this large area into a meeting
place, a place of worship and deve-
tion, worthy of the purpose and sig-
nificance of a Mashriqu'l-Adhkkir.
Mr. Bourgeois’ designs produced joy-
ous enthusiasm, as the friends beheld,
in visible form and creative symbaol-
ism, a Bahd'i meeting place which,
when completed, will surpass all others
in beauty as in universality. The mat-
ter of completing the interior before
the Convention opens is now being
studied by the Temple Committee for
the National Assembly, and definite
plans will be announced at an early
date,

The relation of the Plan of Uni-
fied Action to this and other activi-
ties of the Cause was explained by the
Treasurer, Mr. Carl Scheffler, who
gave the substance of what the Guar-

tlian has written him in this connec-
tion during the past year. The Treas-
urer also announced the receipt of a
donation of three thousand dollars by
one of the friends present at the meet-
ing.  Approximately three hundred
dollars was given him for the National
Fund by other delegates and believers
at the end of the meeting.

Remarks were offered by Mr. W.
H. Randall, Mr. Alfred E. Lunt, Mr.
Arthur Agnew, Mr. Holley, Mr. An-
drew J. Nelson and Mr, Ernest Har-
rison,  Mr. Willard Hatch spoke
about his plans for colleciing and edit-
ing the letters on Baha'i subjects writ-
ten by Mr. Thornton Chase, and asked
that copies (or preferably, the orig-
inals} of all such letters in the posses-
sion of believers be placed at his dis-
posal, in order that a permanent
memorial may be prepared in honor of
Mr. Chase,

A number of delegates unable to at-
tend the meeting in person wrote let-
ters of appreciation and suggestion,
and these are receiving careful consid-
eration by the National Assembly. All
in all, this session of informal consul-
tation proved most successful in at-
taining its spiritual and material in-
tentions.

Recent Issues of the Bahd'i
Magazine

The believers have surely noted
with deep interest the series of chap-
ters now appearing in the Star of the
West of a book by Miss Florence E.
Pinchon, a believer of England, en-
titled “The Coming of the Glory.”
Shoghi Effendi has written to the edi-
tors the following appreciation of
Miss Pinchon's work: “The book is
correct in its presentation of the es-
sentials of the Faith, eminently read-
able, exquisitely arranged, and has a
distinctive charm unsurpassed by any
book of its kind, whether written by
Eastern or Western believers., I
heartily recommend it to every earn-
est and devout teacher of the Cause.”
On reading these gracious and signi-
ficant words, one is irresistibly re-
minded of that passage in the Book of
Assurance wherein Baha'u'lliah says:
“ft (i. e.. the seeking soul) will de-
tect the dden knowdedges from the
forms of the leaves of the Tree of that
City. . . ”

Contents of November, 1927, issue:
Editorial, by Stanwood Cobb; The
Candle, a Poem, by Dorothy Aeki,
The Coming of the Glory——1I. The
Argument, by Florence E. Pinchon;
Reflections of a Bahd'l Traveler, by
Siegfried Schopflocher; The Master
Builder, by Mary G. Collison; Crime

Contral, by Rosa V.
Baha'wlldh, a Poem, by Shahnaz
Waite; The Danish Folk High
Schools, by Bertha Hyde Kirlepatrick;
On Earth as [t is in Heaven, by Keith
Ransom-Kehler; World Thought and
Progress—exerpts irom current maga-
zines and the daily press.

Contents of December, 1927, issue:
Editorial, by Stanwood Cabb; The
Coming of the Glory—2. Night, by
Florence E. Pinchan; Airmindedness,
by Dale 5. Cole; Reflections of a
Baha'i Traveler, by Siegfried Schop-
flocher; A Modern Pilgrimage to
Bahi't Shrines, by Gertrude Richard-
son Brigham, Ph.D.: 'Abdu’l-Baha's
Table, by Shahnaz Wake; Fleshly
Veils, by Dr. Walter 1. Guy.

Contents of January, 1428, issue:
Editorial, by Stanwood Cobb;
War is Death—Peace is Life, excerpts
from Addresses of *Abdu'l-Baha: The
Coming of the Glory—3. The Morm-
ing Star, by Florence E. Pinchon : Re-
flections of a Baha'i Traveler, by
Siegfried Schopflocher; A Baha't In-
ter-racial Conference, by Alain Locke,
Ph.D.; The Cultural Principles of the
Bahdt Movement, by Dr. Ernst
Kliemke.

Winterburn ;

Publishing Committee Announces
New Literature

The Publishing Committee had
hoped to be able to offer the new com-
pilation “The Oneness of Mankind”
at less than the price of twentydive
cents a copy when quantities of ten or
more were ordered by believers to give
away. In view of the need to build up
a reserve fund, however, which the
Guardian has recently advised through
Mr. Schopflocher, this book must con-
tinue to sell at the above price, with
the exception of the usual discount
given Assembly Librarians when or-
dering books to the value of $10 or
more,

The new work “Bahai Administra-
tion,” - containing excerpts from the
Will and Testament of 'Abdu’l-Baha
and the complete text of the Guardi-
an’s letters to the American believers -
and N. 5. A, will be ready by March
10 at the latest. At this writing, final
page proofs have been corrected and
returned to the printer. The price is
$1.50 per copy.

During March alse, the Publishing
Committee will have the great privi-
lege of issuing the translation into
English of the “Epistle to the Son of
the Wolf," revealed by Babd'u'lldh
during His last years on earth. This
translation has been made by Mrs.
Julie Chanter, of New York City, who
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desires the hook to be a donation, mia-
terial as well as spiritual, to the prog-
ress of the Cause. This Tabler has
hitherto been available to Westerners
only in the French translation made
hy AL Hippolyte Dreyius-Barney, It
is interesting to record that Shogla
Effendi presented to Mrs. Chanler the
copy of this Tablet hand illumined, in
the original Persian, by his father,
Mirza Hadi Shirazi, for her use in
preparing the translation. The forth-
coming edition will be an unusually
heautiful book, bound tn blue cloth and
white parchment with {romtispiece re-
producing the first page of the Per-
sian text Hununed hy Mirza Hadi.
The price is $2.50.

Fourteen years ago Miss Elizabeth
Bowen, of Riverton, N. ], began to
issue little slips and cards on which
were printed a sentence ot two from
tha Baha'i writings. Many of the he-
lievers have found them most conven-
ient and helpful for distribution in
their correspondence, and great num-
bers have been sold for thus purpose.
The Publishing Committee has now
arranged to take orders for these
cards, which are sold for ffty cents
a hundred, assorted.

Inter-Racial Amity Conferences

The “golden gate” of teaching has
been opened this year in many cities
for the blessed message of inter-racial
amity, promoting, in the face of age-
old prejudice, the new principte of the
oneness of mankind. For the services
of the National Committee which has
assumed the details of this work, In
cooperation with local Spiritual As-
semblies, the believers have reason to
be exceedingly grateful. What these
noble efforts may mean, when viewed
in right perspective later on, only the
Guardian can now understand. Wher-
ever a local Spiritual Assembly has
held an Inter-racial Amity Conference,
the spirit of the Cause has blazed forth
with renewed power.

The following programs have been
. carried out during the past few
months :—

At Washington, D. C., on Thurs-
day, November 10 and Friday, No-
vernber 11, public meetings with these
speakers: Chairman, Mrs. Coralie
Cook, addresses by Mr. Albert R. Vail
and Dr. Mordecai W. Johnson of
Howard University; chairman, Mr.
Albert R. Vail, addresses by Prof.
Lestie Pinckney Hill of Cheyney In-
stitute, Cheyney, Pa., and Mr. Sdeg-
iried Schopflocher. The meeting on
Thursday was opened with invoecation
by Rabbi W, F. Rosenblum of Eighth
Street Temple; on Friday by Dr.

Moses R, Lovell, of Mt. Measant Con-
gregational Church.

At Boston, Mass., on Sunday, No-
vember 27, Chairman, Mr. W. H.
Randall. Speakers: Dr. John Her-
man Randall and Mz, William Stan-
ley Braithwaite. The Boston friends,
indeed, are holding monthly meetings
of the same character, and they report
overflow meetings with the deepest in-
terest and attention on the part of all
present,

At Chicago, Sunday, January 22
Chairman, Mr. Alberr R. Vail; Invo-
cation offered by Rev. Harold Kings-

ley of Liberty Congregational Church;

Speakers, Prof. Eustace Haydon of
University of Chicago; Mr. Louis G.
Gregory and Rabbi Louis Mann.

At Montreal, {Jueber, on Saturday,
February 11, and Sunday, February
12, The speakers were Miss Agnes
McPhal, M. P., Mr. Louis G. Greg-
ory, Dr. E. M, Best of McGill Uni-
versity, Mrs. May Maxwell and Mr.
George Spendlove. Two sessions were
held on February 12, The three chair-
men were Mrs. May Maxwell, Rev.
Lawrence Clare, M. A. and Rev.
(Uhas. Este.

At Philadelphia, on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 14, the Baha'is held an Amity
Night meeting as guests of the Uni-
tarian Church, 2125 Chestnut Street,
during its Friendship Week., Mrs.
Coralie Cook of Washington, D. C,
addressed this meeting.

The Spiritual Assembly of New
York has recently appointed an Inter-
racial Amuty Committee, the first serv-
we of which will be a public meeting
on February 23 consisting of an illus-
trated lecture on Africa by Mr., Henry
B. Duncan of Liberia,

OUn December 12 the National In-
ter-racial Amity Committee, consisting
of Mrs. A. S. Parsons, chairman; Mr,
Louis G. Gregory, executive secretary;
Dr. Zia M. Bagdadi, Dr. Alain L.
Locke, Mrs. Pauline Hannen, issued
a circular letter the importance of
which deserves widespread distribu-
tion throughout the Bahd'i world.
This lecter, addressed to the National
and Local Spiritual Assemblies of the
United States and Canada, read, in
part, as follows:

“ABHA Greetings and Love to
each and all,

"The warkers in the field of inter-
racial amity have been fired with new
zeal by the stirring letters nf Shoghi
Effendi and the news of his deep and
abiding interest in this work. We are
happy to report inquiries, many re-
sponses and increasing signs of activ-
ity in reply to our previous letter. It

15 far from onur purpose to convey to
anyone feelings of coercion or con-
straint,  But it is our earnest wish to
see realized the aim of the Master,
"Abdu'l Baha, for the gradual spread
of the spirit of amity and accord
tiiroughout America. The convention
for amity has been found to be a spe-
cific remedy for many present ills, an
objective for heavenly bounties and a
magnet for attracting souls to the
Beauty of Abha.

“During the past summer {(reen
Acre held its conferences for amity
followed by a series of meetings with
a view o Informing armity workers,
Chicago friends have organized an ac-
tive committee and meetings are held
and plans laid for an early convention.
There is intense and sustained activity
on the part of the little assembly of
Wilmette, which like Chicago period-
ically issues 2 bulletin on the subject.
A recent circular reports cooperation
on the part of these two assemblies
and the fine support given the amity
work by Ruhi Effendi during his briet
visit, Verbal reports from one of the
members from Portland, Oregon, con-
vey a colorful picture of the harmo-
nious blending of various races and
nationalities. Some centers seek {ur-
ther advice as to methods. Others feel
that they can safely stand upon the
universal principle of human oneness
so long recognized in the Cause. Still
others report preparations for coming
events.

“We submit, in the spirit of serv-
ice, a few suggestions: Cities where
world-unity conferences have been
held will often be found fertile felds
for amity workers. The services of
distinguished public men can often be
enlisted in this work. It has heen
tound entirely feasible to hold amity
conferences under Bahd'i auspices,
thereby giving them a unigue distinc-
tion among similar efforts by othet
groups, The ultimate aim of all con-
ferences conducted by Baha'is is the
atiraction of souls to the brilliant Light
of Abha. This aim shoutd be kept
constantly in view and wisely ap-
proached.

“In all the world the shadows
deepen due to the Armageddon which
has come but not yet gone. Happy
are those who strive to compose dif-
ferences and who seek refuge in God!
[t may also be said that in alf the
world the Light hrightens. This is
well illustrated by race relations ac-
tivities both within and without the
Cause. We quote with pleasure from
the literature of the inter-racial com-
mittee of Youngstown, Ohio, but two
of the thirty members of which, as far
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as our knowledge goes, are informed
of the Bahd'| Cause:

“*We are 2 group of white and col-
ored people working together for the
economic, civic, cultural and moral
betterment of both races, looking to-
ward the elimination of all racial prej-
udices and misunderstandings. We
feel that these racial groups will grow
to respect and understand each other
not by patronizing but by honest mu-
tual endeavor to accomplish waorthy
ends. These ends consist:

“‘First, in an endeavor to obtain
absolute justice upon the basis of
merit. Whenever or wherever any
man or woman is not given absolute
fair play because of his or her color,
this situation is ours to remedy. We
may differ as to methods of attacking
each problem, but as to our responsi-
bility to attack it there can be no
doubt.

“ ‘Secondly, in helping to ameliorate
unwholesome surroundings of beth
white and colored people which de-
velop in our modern city life, by
means of legal aid, better housing fa-
cilities, wholesome recreation.

“*Thirdly, in the promotion of op-
portunities for employment and cul-
tural growth, which we hope to ex-
tend throegh the drama, muswc, the
lecture platform and the business
world.’ '

“The above committee have started
a literary contest among school chil-
dren and offer them substantial prizes
for the best essays on the improve-
mert of race relations. To know
what others are doing in this feld
should have a stimulating effect upon
all pur Bahad’i work since our vision
is of the Infinite and our trust is in
His Highness, Baha'u'llah. He moti-
vates the actions of His servants and
hestows success.

“May we further suggest that amity
workers renew the spurit of amity in
our own hearts without which all ef-
forts are futile? Speakers in such
conferences should be asked, as far as
possihble, to limit the negative side of
things and to dwell upon the happy,
healing and constructive side of lile,
suggesting a remedy for existing ills,
rejoicing souls with the good news and
fulfilling the desire of the Master to
‘affiliate the hearts. ™

Miss Martha Eoot in Roumania and
Bulgaria

The betievers will rejoice in the fol-

lowing maodest, and all-too-brief report

which Miss Root has sent to some of

her American friends. It is dated

Plovdiv, Bulgaria, November 24, 1927

“In Geneva, Switzerland, when I
wrote yvou last, [ was the guest of dear
Julta Culver. There I had the joy of
mesting some of you blessed iriends
from home, and Mrs, Stannard, Lady
Blomfield, and Emogene Hoagg from
Italy. [ left Geneva, September 19,
stopped two days in Trieste, and two
days in Belgrade where I did a little
Bahai work, enroute to Bucharest,
Rumania. In Bucharest, the pgreat
privilege was mine to visit Her Maj-
esty Queen Marie in her summer Pal-
ace Pelesh i Sinaia. You will later
read about this audience with the
Queen in the Star of the West. It was
all so beautiful! The Queen is so
charming, so hright, so intuitive and
with such a comprehensive grasp of
these Teachings! She 15 a confirmed
Baha'i and she siwdies the Teachings.
She 1s deeply interested in all the
books. Her Royal Highness Princess
Tleana is also a lovely and an enthu-
siastic Bahd’i. She too studies the
books earnestly. I think before Christ-
mas there will appear the tiny blue
booklet and the booklet “What is the
Baha't Movement? in Roumanian lan-
guage. The booklets will be exactly
like ours in size and color. I would
never wish it published but Princess
Ileana herself made the translations
for these booklets. She wrote me, ‘I
loved doing it” I know how happy
you will be to hear how deeply they
love the Baha'i Cause and you can
vision what it will mean to Roumania,
to the Balkans and to all the world.
Her Majesty the Queen so loved the
flowers sent by the Bahd'is in America,
in each city she visited. She gave me
a message about these dear gifts which
I am to publish in the Star of the
West (I have not yet finished the ar-
ticle for the Star.)

“Then I came to Bulgaria, October
17, stopped in Rousse (sometimes
spelled Roustchuck) the fourth larg-
est city in Bulgaria, and on the Dan-
ube River. (It is the frontler aity just
across from Rumania.} I had stopped
there three hours two years ago. This
time the Esperantists arranged a lec-
ture in the theatre and five hundred
people came. I wvisited three of the
largest educational institutions and
talked with the Dhrectors. One fine
voung Esperantist who works in a
bank in Rousse said: ‘I am interested
in the Bahadi Cause, have been inter-
ested for two years; I want always to
work for it, and please keep me in
touch with any news about it' I
try as much as possible to link the
youth of the country with those of an-
other—my visit to a country I hope, is

only the beginning of spiritual events,
the youth themselves are the ones who
will carry it far, far!

“I arrived in Sofia, Bulgara, Oc-
tober 19, and found that the National
Convention of Women's Clubs was
beginning a three day Congress the
next day. Went at once to them, ar-
ranged and spoke in Esperanto with
interpreter, more than four hundred
women were present from different
parts of the country, women deeply
interested m peace. I gave out a
printed sheet in French “What Is The
Bahd't Movement?” (I could not af-
ford the booklets so I had printed four
thousand in Bucharest, just on single
sheets without the addresses. Then
I had printed 8,500 sheets in Bulgarian
language of ‘What Is the Baha't
Movement ™ and put three addresses
on it {where people could write for
information.) The Tolstoi Fournal
sent out 3,500 as a supplement and
seitt out 1,300 to other people. (Later
1 found out that this paper and Lo
Libero Esperanto Journal which for
one year was published in Sophia,
have been the means of spreading our
Cause in many cities and towns in Bul-
garta. The Tolstoi Jouwrnal will have
a special number on the Baha'i Move-
ment in December.) The editor of
one of the best Bulgarian daily papers,
Mir, said he would study the Teach-
ings and use something about them in
his paper. He did use one article im-
mediately. He was twice the Minister
of Education of all Bulgaria. Also, I
had talks with editors of four other
papers in Sophia. I am sure some of
these editors will use some articles
from time to time,

“Two talks were given in the Red
Cross Training School for Nurses,
sixty present each time. (At all these
following lectures I gave out the
sheets in Bulgarian -language.) One
talk was given in the American Scheool
in Samokov, I was the puest of the
President’s wife and 15 teachers came
to dinner that evening before the lec-
ture. Three hundred and sixty came-.
to the lecture. (Samokov is a three
hour automobile ride from Sophia.)
One short talk was given at the Sophia
Y. M. C. A about 200 present; one
talk in Free University, 400 present;
one talk before Prof. Katzaroff’s stu-
dents in the Sophia University, about
120 present. (These are the only
two universities in Bulgaria.) Prof.
K. came twice to see me and invited
some friends to meet me at his home,
at a tea, where we talked about the
Cause. Two Bahdl lectures were
given in the Vegetarian Restaurant.
[ have hoped they might follow it with
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a regular study class. One talk was
given in the Tourist Club, about 200
One lecture was given in

came. .
Vratza, a «city four hours distant
by train. The talk was in the theatre

and 500 people came. It was the first
time a pubiic lecture had ever bheen
given in that city by an American {or
English) individual, and the first pub-
tic Esperanto lecture ever given there
by an Esperantist from another coun-
try. The Mayor and six officials
came. The subject was ‘The Bahili
Movement.” One of the city officials
searched the encyclopaedias to find out
what this Movement is. He couldnt
find it, but still he sent word to come!
They were most cordial. The Esper-
antists arranged the whole affair. Some
Esperantists from neighboring villages
walked 25 miles to hear this talk and
then walked home, and it was a heavy
pouring rain the whole day and night!

“Mrs. Louise Gregory did splendid
work in Sophia last winter. I saw its
beautiful fruits, and I am so hoping
she can come again this winter. 1
wish I had time to write you what a
pivotal country Bulgaria is, in- the
peace of the Balkans and of Europe.
The Bulgarian people are openminded
and the Bahi't Cause could sweep
Bulgaria if a few confirmed teachers
could come and stay.”

News Letter of Persian National
Assembly

The National Spiritual Assembly of
Persia has taken the important step
of arranging to receive regular reports
from its provincial centers, from which
excerpts will be made in a monthly
news letter distributed to the friends
in pther lands.

From recent issues of this bulletin,
signed in behalf of the Publishing
Conunittee of the Persian National As-
sembly by Mirza Ahmad Khan Yaz-
dani, we quote the following items.

“Visitors from the FHoly Land tell
ny that Miss Martha Root, after fin-
ishing her teaching plans in Europe,
will come to Persia with the permission
ot the beloved Guardian.

“It 15 with great sorrow that we
have to announce the sudden death of
Mirza Mahmood Zarghandi. . . . His
death, as all realize, is a great loss to
the Cause and has deeply grieved the
hearts of all the friends. The follow-
g telegram was received from the
beloved Guardian: ‘Deeply mourn
passing (of) Zarghani. His outstand-
ing services will shine evermore. Urge
friends held befitting -memorials. "
(Note-—Mirza Mahmood was the

Master’s secretary during His visit in
America, and transcribed in Persian
the complete text of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
public addresses and many ol His
words to individuals and groups. A
manuscript exists, written by Mirza
Mahmood, which gives in daily detail
the events of that marvelous journey
It is ardently to be hoped that means
will be found to publish this volume.)

An event of {ar-reaching impor-
tance to the Baha'i world was the Con-
vention arranged recently by the Per-
sian National Assemrbly, which called
for delegates from the various prov-
inces.  Just as the early Christians
created the unity which inherited the
administrative power of the fallen
Roman Empire, so the spirit and wis-
dom of the Persian believers is estab-
lishing a new body for the civilization
of Persia when the present medieval
condition passes away. The report of

. the proceedings reveals how power-

fully our Persian brothers concen-
trated upon constructive measures ca-
pable ot serving the entire country,
and not merely the believers them-
selves.

“The following was stated to the
Convention concerning the ‘Darsse-
Alchlagh’ classes (Abhid Gardens)
founded fourteen years ago by some
pure souls, especially the [ate Miss
Lillian Kappes and our ardent and de-
voted Baha'i sister Dr. Susan 1.
Moody. The classes improved steadilv
and now six hundred Baha'i boys and
girls in Tihran attend them. In the
course of these fourteen years, the
Gardens have been teaching the chil-
dren selected moral texts from the
Holy Books. Afterwards new classes
were prepared, which provided means
for teaching non-Bahais. Lately
through the help of learned believers, a
vast program for the development of
these Gardens throughout the entire
country was submitted to the National
Assembly, duly sanctioned, and will
shortly come into operation. Through
the execution of this program the
Baha'i children wiil secure the best
moral education and become proficient
Baha'l teachers. The delegates appre-
ciated the results of the Gardens in
Tihran and decided to establish simi-
lar classes in the proviaces after the
Convention.

“The question of the protection of
the friends in times of disturbance was
discussed. Formerly, the communica-
tions from the National Spiritual As-
sembly in Tihran with the government
were transmitted through the good of-
fices of certain public men, but Jately
the Spiritual Assembly has beéen offi-
cially recognized by the authorities.

When the occasion demands, repre-
sentatives of the Spiritual Assembly
are officially sent to them for setile-
ment oi the matter.”

The following rtesclutions were
passed hy the Convention: “That the
Spiritual Assemblies should try to cre-
ate heartfelt love and harmony among
the friends of various religions and na-
tionalities and endeavor to abolish dif-
terent names such as Zoroastrian,
Jew, Christian or Muhammadan, and
only use the inclusive term ‘Bah#'i,
so that all the friends may enter under
the Teat of the Divine Oneness.

“That the National Assembly should
arrange to call Baha'i teachers from
other countries to come to Persia and
teach the ‘Persian notables and promi-
nent people, and to try and send Per-

sian  Baha’i teachers to the other
lands.”
Los Angeles Bahd’i Community

Has New Meeting Place

The month of January witnessed a
splendid  development of the activities
of the friends in Los Angeles. They
now hold meetings in the Beaux Arts
Building, Beacon and 8th Streets,
where they enjoy larger and more
beautiful quanters. From many sources
we learn that this indication of prog-
ress has deepened the ardor of the Los
Angeles Baha'i community.

Corrections

A recent issue of the News Letter
stated that the cost of publishing the
new edition of the Hymn Book by
Mrs. Shahnaz Waite had been contrib-
uted by Mrs. Hills Cole, whereas it
should have read Mrs. Addie L. Cole.

We are also informed that the radio
address announced as having been
made by Mrs, French was cancelled by
the station director at the last moment.
The consideration of the friends is re-
quested in order to correct these un-
intentional errors.

Teaching Committee to Cooperate
With American Bahd'is Abread

The MNational Assembly has re-
quested the Teaching Conmmittes,
through Mrs. May Maxwell, secretary,
to give special attention to the possi-
bilities of effective cooperation with
the American believers rendering
services to the Cause in other lands.
Among these workers are: Miss Mar-
tha Root, Mrs, Imogene Hoagg, Miss
Leonore Holzapple, Miss Agnes Alex-
ander, Mrs. Grace Krug, Mrs. Flor-
ence Schopflocher, and Miss Margaret
Cooley.
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Guardian's View of the Matter of
Teachers’ Expenses

Certain sincere believers, for the
salce of what they have fekt to be a
distinctive and 'fundamental principle
of the Cause, have consistently held the
opinion that [ving and traveling ex-
penses of Bahdi teachers should not
be defrayed drom the Bahd'i Fund.
The well known passage in the Tablets
of 'Abdu’l-Baha granting permission
to individuals to make it possible for
others to serve as teachers does not, it
was felt, apply to Local or National
Spiritual Assemblies administering a
Bahd’t Fund. The National Assembly
recently referred to the Guardian the
question whether, in one particular in-
stance brought to its attention for con-
sultation, the donations made by a be-
liever should be transmitted through
the National Fund or to the teacher
direct. The following reply, which we
understand represents the Guardian’s
views, was received through his secre-
tary “He would personally much pre-
fer, if any of the friends think of help-
ing . .. to do so not personally but
through either the Local or National
Assembly.” This statement makes it
clear that a Spiritual Assembly is per-
fectly justified in voting an appropri-
ation of this character during the pres-
ent transitional era of the Cause.

Character of Meetings to Be Held
in a BahAi Meeting Place

The question has frequently becn
raised on the part of local Assemblies
as to what kind of non-Bahad'i meet-
ings, or of meetings held by Bahid'is
but not for teaching, devotion or other
spiritual purposes, should be permitted
in meeting places administered under
Bahi'i auspices and identified with the
name of the Cause. This question, in
the form usually received by the Na-
tional Assembly, refers to the advisa-
bility of conducting bazaars and similar
activities of a commercial character in
their local headquarters.

It was recorded 1 the minutes of
the National Assembly held in Chicago
during January that it was the sense
of that body that a hall or meeting
place controlled by believers should be
regarded, as to its function, in the light
of 2 Mashriqu'l-Adhkar. This general
statement contains a principle which
may be found helpful by local Assem-
blies. A review of the Master's ex-
planation of the activities and services
to be rendered by the accessory build-
ings of a Mashriqu'l-Adhkar should
of course be made when this principle
is applied to any given case.

The National Assembly feels also
that helievers should hesitate before
identifying the name of the Cause with
certain commercial undertakings car-
ried on by the churches. The same re-
sults can be attained by the helievers
collectively without employing the name
“Baha't.” It is felt that this view cor-
responds with the Guardian’s desire to
associate the Cause with a purely spir-
itual movement at this time. We are
all aware that economic principles are
part of the teachings, and knowledge of
these teachings enables us to under-
stand that many prevailing distine-
tions between “religious” and “secu-
fat"" activities are false; but the fact
remains that the public is not so in-
formed and we are responsible for the
quality of the activity we allow to be-
come associated with the Bahd'i Faith.

Bah4'i Publicity in Scetland

Northern Scotland, a region perhaps
never before reached by the Baha'i
Message, received duning October last
a splendid announcement in its widely
read newspaper “John (¥Groat's Jour-
nal” written by Mr. E. T. Hall, mem-
ber of the Spiritual Assembly of Man-
chester, England. This announcement,
which Mr. Hall contributed in the form
of an extensive letter published in full,
was reinforced by an appreciative edi-
torial,

The devoted acttvity of Mr. Hall 15
further attested by a booklet written
by him and published by the Manches-
ter Spiritual Assembly entitled “The
Universal Religion—Its Principles and
Purpose.” The loving spirit and wise
presentation of the principles and
Message found in this booklet will
make it exceedingly valuable as an in-
troductory outline of the Cause.

Mirza Ali-Kuli Khan, N. D. Lec-
tures in Portland, Oregon

The Portland Assembly has recently
had the signhificant privilege of a visit
from Doctor and Madam Al-Kuli
Khan, For three weels they remained
in Portland spreading the glad-tidings
of the Abhi Message in that rare man-
ner that only the union of the East and
the West combined can give. The in-
timate association with the Master was
made manifest in the method of their
presentation of the Cause.

Dr. Khano's singleness and sincerity,
his dynamic personality, his spiritual
capacity and his matchless [ogic held
the public aundiences that came out to
hear the well-planned course of lec-
tures which outlined the greatest need
in the wotld today, the creation of the
various kingdoms, man's relationship

to them, his relationship to God, cul
minating in the appearance, purpose
and penetration of the Manifestation
today.

Madam Khan through her personal
charm and fascinating ptesentation of
the Message in its Persian atmosphere
and artistic setting captivated a nuwn-
ber of group meetings and some of
the portals of our most cultured homes
were eagerly opened to honor her and
many new seeds of Truth were sown,

The splendid results achieved by
them in giving the Message to large
audiences and group gatherings, that
hitherto noc Baha'i ray had penetrated,
their utter selflessness and devotion to
the Cause, plus their rare capacity all
testify to their great ability as Bahd’
teachers and earned unending grati-
tude and {onging for their return.

World Unity Conferences Obtain
Legal Charter

The action of the National Assembly
in voting not to regard the World
Unity Conferences as the work of a-
committee appointed by it and under its
supervision, was explained in | the
News Letter of November, 1927, For
the nformation of those interested in
the Conferences as a public influence
capable of focussing attention upon the
universal principles of unity, it shouid
be stated that in January, 1928, a char-
ter was givenl by the State of New
York to World Unity Foundation, a
body of trustees administering the
Conferences, the Institute of World
Unity, and also assisting in the promo-
tion of World Unity Magazine.

The purpose of the Foundation, as
set forth in the Charter, 13 “to main-
tain facilities for promoting those eth-
ical, humanitarian and spiritual ideals
and principles which create harmony
and understanding among religions,
races, nations and classes; and for co-
operating with established educational,
scientific and religious bodies working
for these ends.” The Charter was
granted to the following as trustees:
John Herman Randall, Mary Rumsey
Movius, Melbert B. Cary, Florence
Reed Morton, Alfred W. Martin, Hor-
ace Holley and Mountfort Mills.

An Honerary Committee consisting
of the following men have endorsed
the aims of the Foundation: 5. Parkes
Cadman, Rudeolph [ Coffee, John
Dewey, Harry Emerson Fosdick,
Herbert Adams Gibbons, Mordecai V.
Johusou, James Weldon Johnson, Ru-
fus M. Jones, David Starr Jorday,
Harry Levi, Louis L. Mann, Pierre-
pont B. Noyes, Harry Allen Over-
street, William R. Shepherd, Augustus
0. Thomas.





