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“The Baha'is must be the ser-
vants of universal peace, the work-
ers far the cause of the oneness of
humanity, the spreaders of heav-
enly love amongst the children of
men, the promulgators.ef the nrin-
ciples of the progress of mankind.
. . . This is the work of 1he Ba-
ha’is."—Ahdu’'l-Baha.

To the Baha'is of the
United States and Canada.
Dear friends in ’Abdu’l-Baha:

From time {0 time evenis take
place which throw signiflcant em-
phasis upon the interrelation ot
the Bahsa'i Cause and the world at
large.

On November 4th the National
Spiritual Assembly received the
following cablegram from Shoghi
Effendi: “Iraq's highest tribunal

“unexpectedly pronounced verdict

us regarding Bagdad
Situation of unprecedent~
ed gravity. Effective prompt ac-
tion urgently required. Stronely
nrge National Spiritual Assembly
and every local Assembly and
group immediately commnnicate
by cable and leiter Irag High Com-
missioner through British Coosu-
lar authorities if feasible, protest-
ing vigorously against courts glar-
ing injustice, appealing for redress
to British sense of fairness, assert-
ing spiritual claims of Baha'is to
this sanctified abode and declaring
their unfailing resolve to do their
utmost 1o vindicate their legiti-
mate and sacred rights. Similar ap-
propriate communications to King
of Irag and British central author-
ities. Highly desirable cable any
suggestions. America's aelion in
present circumstances of -unigue
significance and valoe. Messages
should not he identical in wording.

(Signed) “SHOGHI.”
The instructions cutlined in this

message were immediately tele-
_ greaphed to the secretaries of sixty-

against
Houses.

three Assemblies and groups in the
United States and Canada. Num-
erons letters have bheen received
which indicate that snitable cable-
grame and letters were sent. as di-
rected. It would be advisable for
earh local seeretary who has not
already done =0, lo send to the Na-
tional Secretary an exact ropyv of
each cahlegram ang letter sent ont
nn the subject of the houses of
RBaba'u'llah in Baedad. These
rapies. fogether with those sent by
the National Spiritiral Assembly it-
<elf. will then be available for any
later use that mav arise.

The letter written to the Nation-
al Spiritnal Assembly hy- the
Guardian on October 24th has been
reprinted and is enclosed with this
isspe of the News Letter for the
information of the friends.

Once again, a situation has de-
veloped in the Near East requiring
energetic and full-hearted cooper-
ation on the part ot the believers
in this country. We retfer to Sho-
hi Effendi’s request that the
friends make every effort to trans-
mit funds for the purchase of land
on Mount Carmel adjacent to the
Holv Tombs. This situation was
hrought o the attention of all foecal
Assemblies and groups by means
of a general letter with which was
enclosed a form of power of at-
torney to be used by those sending
funds direct to the Guardian. I is
necessary to add further instruc-
tions in connection with the power
of attorney, namely, that it should
be witnessed by a notary publie,
then presented for stamped verifi-
ration at the County Clerk's office,
after which it must be vised by an
English consulate. As stated in
our general letter, sums of five
hundred dollars or more can be
zent direet to Shoghi Effendi at
Haifa, together with a power of
attorney; while amounts less than
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this can be sent to the XNational
Treasurer who will take proper
steps to place all such coutribu-
tions in the Guardian’s hands.

We may be assured that Shoghi
Effendi would not have directed
these appeals to his American
friends uniess abundantiv justifled
by an understanding of their rela-
live importance in the evolufion of
the Baha’i Cause which will be-
come perfectly clear to us later on.
At present, in the case of the Holy
Shines at Bagdad, one may ven-
ture the assertion that. apart even
from their infinite preciousness, as
places which witnessed mighty
deeds in the life of the Manifesta-
tion, they have become a foeal is-
sue with the enemies of the Cause
in the XNear East. Were these
houses to be lost to the Baha'is at
the present 1ime. (he enemijes
would Lherebv become =0 encour-
aged that the nature and extent of
their turther onslaughts couid not
be foreseen. On the ofher hand.
firm action on the part of the be-
lievers of all lands (o safeguard
this property would have tha con-
trary result of establishing more
firmly than ever the position of the
Cause throughout the entire Opi-
ent. The interaction of East and
West in the Near East-af this mo-
ment is so invoived that it is ob-
vious that great issues are heing
decided right now for many years

lo come.

Similar considerations assure us
that the matter of purchasing the
desired land at Haifa also has an
importance to the Cause far great-
er than the material factors con-
cerned, The international center
and executive heart of the Baha’'i
Cause will in all probability ever
be located in that spot, and the de-
velopment of the Cause will con-
sequently require area and equip-
ment far beyond the measure of
that witich the Guardian possesses
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“The Baha'is must be the ser-
vants of universal peace. the work-
ers far the canse of the oneness of
humanity, the spreaders nf heav-
enly love amongst the childeen of
men, the promulgators of the prip-
ciples af the progress of mankind.
. . . This is the work of the Ba-
ha'is."—Abdu’l-Baha.

To the Baha'is of the
United States and Canada.
Vear friends in ‘Abdi’l-Baha:

From time to time events take
place which throw significant em-
phasis upon the interrelation of
the Baha’i Cause and the world at
large.

On November 4th the XNalional
Spiritual Assembly received the
following cablegram from Shoghi
Effendi: “Iraq’s highest tribunal
unexpectedly pronounced verdiet
against s regarding Bagdad
Hounses, Sijtunation of unprecedent-
et gravity, Effective prompt ar-
tion urgently reguired. Stroneiv
nrge National Spiritual Assembly
and every local Aszssembly  and
group immediately commimnicate
by ¢able and letter Irag High Com-
missioner through British Consn-
lar authorities if feasible, protest-
ing vigoronsly against courts glar-
ing injustice. appealing for redress
in British sense of fairness, asserl-
ing spiritirtal ¢laims of Baha'is (o
this canctified abode and declaring
their unfailing resolve to do their
ntmost to vindicate their legiti-
mate and sacred rights. Simlar ap-
propriate rommunications to King
of Iraq and British central author-
ities, Highly desirable cable anv
suggestions. America’s action in
present circumsiances of -unigue
significance and value. Mess<ages
should not be identical in wording.

Signed) “SHOGHL™”
The instructions outlined in this

message were immediaiely tele-
graphed to the secretaries of sixty-

——

three Assemblies and gronps in the
U'nited States and Canada. Num-
ergus |etters have heen received
which indicdte that snitabie cable-
grams and letters were =ent. as di-
rected. It wonld be advisable for
each loral =zecretary who has oot
~lready done =0, to =epd to the Na-
tiinal Secretary an exact copv of
each ratlerram ang tetter sent ot
on the =subject of the houses af
RBaba'i'llah  in Bagdad.  These
ronies . fagether with those cent by
the Natinpal Spiritual Assembly it-
~elf. will then he available for any
later n=e that may arize.

The letter written to the Nation-
al  Spiritital  Assemhly hy the
Gunardian on October 24th has been
reprinted and is enclosed with this
izsne 0of the News Letfer fur the
intformation ol the friends.

Onece again, & sitpation has de-
veloped in lhe Near East requiring
energetic and fuil-hearted cooper-
ation on the part of the bhelievers
i this conntry, We refer to BSho-
hi Effendi’s request that the
friends make every effort to trans-
mit funds for the purchase of land
nn Monnt Carmel adjacent to the
Holy Tombs. This sitnation was
hronght 1o the attention of all local
Assemblies and groups by means
o1 a general Irtter with which was
enclosed a form of power of at-
tornev ta he used by thoze sending
funds direct to the Guardian. [t is
necessary to add further insfruc-
tions in connection with the power
of altorney, namely, that it shonld
be witnessed bv a notary public,
ihen presented for stamped verifi-
ration at the Connty Clerk’s office,
after which it must be vized by an
English consnlate. As stated in
our general letter, sums af five
hundred dollars or more can be
~ent direct to Shoghi Effendi at
Haila, together with a power of
atlorney; while amounts less than

this can be senit to the - National
Treasurer who will take proper
steps to, place all such contribu-
tions in the Guardian's hands.

We mav be assured that Shoghi
Effendi would not have directed
these appeals to his American
friends uniess abundantly justified
by an wnderstanding of their reia-
tive importance in the evolution of
the Baha'i Cause whieh will be-
rome pertectly clear to us later on.
At present. in the case of the Holy
Shines at Bagdad, one may ven-
ture the asserlion that, apart even
from their infinite preciousness, as
places which witnessed mighty
deeds 10 the life of the Manifesta-
tion, they have become a focal is-
sue with the enemies of the Cayse
in the Near Fast. Were these
houses to be lost to the Baha'is at
the present time. the enemies
wonld thereby Lecome s¢ encour-
nged that the nature and extent of
their further onslaughts could not
le foreseen, Om the ofher hand,
ficm action on the part of the be-
lievers of all lands to safeguard
this property would have the con-
trary result of establishing more
firmly than ever the position of the
Cause throughout the entire Ori-
ent. The interaction of East and
West in the Near East-at this mo-
ment i¢ o involved that it is ob-
vious that great issues are being
decided right now for many years

lo come.

Similar ¢onsiderations assure us
that the matter of purchasing the
desired land at Haifa also has an
importance to the Cause far great-
er than the material factors con-
cerned. The international center
and exectutive heart of the Baha'i
Caunse will in all probability ever
bhe located in that spot, and the de-
velopment of the Canse will eon-
seguently reguire area and equip-
ment far bevond the measure of
that which the Guardian possesses
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at the present time.

Turning now to the enclosed
letter Irom Shoghi Effendi: the
iriends wiil note his emphatic ref-
erence to the great care which
~hould be t'il\en hv earh Spiritial
Azsembly in deciding its voting tist,
We know that the Guardian's
words will be most carefully pon-
dereid and scrupulously heeded by
all who are called upon to under-

fake this imporiant task.

In this letter it will he noted al-
=0 that the matter of the Annoal
MNational Convention is  further
clarified. One great difficulty hax
heen removed through the permis-
ston given to delegates unable to
attend the Convention. to vate far
memhger.: ol the in-coming Nation-
al Spimtual Assembly by minil.
Siitable baliots will be =ent to each
duly organized C‘-pmtuul Assembly
lor this purpose previous fo {he
Convention of 19268, This provis-
ion will insure each National Spir-
itwal Assembly being representa-
tive of all the local Assemblies and
not merely of those nearby the city
at whirh the Convention is held.

Sinre 1he Gnardian evidently
prefers that the National election
<hatl be held during the period of
Ridvan, the nresent National Spir-
itnual Assembly has decided that
the 1023 Convention at San Fran-
viseq <hall be held on Jmel 20, 30,
Mav 1 and 2.

It is with profound grief fhat
we now place before the friends
the information conveyed in a ca-
Wegram recetved from Shoght Ei-
fendi on November 23rd: “BRe-
loved Esslemont passed awav,
Hearts overwhelmed with sorrow.
Urge all American believers dedi-
rate special dav for universal
praver and remembrance.”

WWill the friends uniformiy adopl
the date of December 31st for this
~pecial dav, The joss of our broth-
err [ir, Esslemont mnust he Keeniy
felt by the Guardian. with swhom
he was working on Lthe important
=eevice of translating Tablets of
Baha'a'llah and 'Abdu’l-Baha. In
I, Esslemaont had been raised up
une who was able o discern Lhe
<jignificance af the Baha'i Meszage
in the Western world, with its pre-
dominating sejientific poinl of view,
The hook, **Baha't’llah and the
New Era. has zince its publiea-
tion heen acecepted as the ideal in-
terwlnetory text book on the Baha'i
Alovemeni., With our griel let ns
mingte pravers of gratitude that a
mind of sueh pevetration and a pen
af suerh foree and dignity had heen
enrolled in =eepvice to {he beloved
('all‘:E‘

The National Swirttual Assembly
will shoetlv distriboate to all Amer-
ican helievers a printed pamphlet
rmbadving 2 plan of nmifoerm ac-
tion wherebv it is confidently ex-
rnected that the leaching work can
be greatlv inereaszed and, by the
rnd of three vears, a fund nf for-
hundred thonsaud dollars he ae-
vimulated to econstruet the firs|
nermanent nnit of the Masheian'ls
Adhkar. We consider that the fo--
mulation of this plan represents
the outcome of many vears' lphe-
ing and intensive thought an the
part of the American helievers,
Each leliever should study this
nlan in detail and make it the foun-
dation of his or her Baha'i seyp-
vices unnhl its varmons provisions
<hall have heen fultilled. The {art
that, thongh =n late, o definite plan
fias nt length been decided npon,
will, we feal sure, hring iov to ev-
ery faithtnl and ardent  Raha'i
worker in the Tnited States and
Canada.

Yonrs faithfitlly,
NATIONAL SPIRITT AL
ASSEMBLY
hv Harace Holley,
Secretary.

WORK OF NATIONAL
COMMITTEES.

The Navember 1asite nf the Ba-
ha'i Magazine, Star of the ‘Wast.
i= a special number, considerabiy
enlarged in size, devoted to the
<nbiect of universal peare. The
leading article i a signifirant an-
alvsis bv Mr. Alfred E. Lont of
presend public agencies sfriving 1o
establish peace, with a rclear pre-
sentation of those factors that en-
ter inta lthe Baha'i canrception of
“the Maost Great Peace.” [n view

of the fact that the adherence of
the United States to the World
Counrt is a public 1ssue, the friends
onte and all are nrged to distribute
vopies of thizs number {ar and wide
among those already attracted to
the Canse and also among those
whose interest or whose responsi-
lviiity has opened their minds to the
spirtinal signifirance of the s=nh-
teet ol prace.  The National Spir-
itnal Assembly anthorized an ex-
tra editton ol {fwenty-five hundreil
coptex, aiid canies can be oblained
either from Baha't News Service,
P, 0. Box 283, Chicago. [llinois, or
Pabha't Poblishing Committee. P. 0.
Box 348, Grand Central Station,
New York Citv, ot ten cents each.
This number of the Star should. in
foet, be regarded more in the light
nf a4 permanpent Baha'i pamphlet
than as a dated issue of & maga-
zine. Loral Baha'i librarians are
reiquested to order a generous sun-
niv of extra capies, far =ale to the
friends,

The Publishing Committee has
ixsued o revised catalog, printed in
twn sizes, The larger size lists all
honks and pamphlets now in nrint.
while the smaller size presents se-
lected books and pamophlets which
are more suitable for disteribution
to the general public. The coop-
eration of Assembiv librarians and
the friands gemerally is regnesterd
in order to give wide distribition
to these catalogs, XNo charge is
made for them.

The lilile hlue XNumber Nine
compilation has alza been revised,
and published in a new edition ua-
iler the supervision of the National
Spiritual Assemhbly.  Imasmuch as
this Baha'i pamphlet i= the one
maost widely cirenlated. local FH-
brarians should order them in as
targe a guantity as possible and
recommend that each individial
hetiever pass them ont constantly
ta interested inquiriers,

The Imend= will be pleased lo
know that the Publishing Commit-
tee has alzo issued a new edition
af the Esslemont book “Baha’u’-
llah and the New Era' in paper
rovers to sell at sixtv cents a copy.
This low price will enable (the
friends= {0 eirculate this invaluable
introduciory work on -the Cause
more widely than ever.

The National Spiritual Assembly
i pleased to announee the ap-
pointment of Mrs, El Fleda Spanid-
ing. Chicago. as Chairman of the
National Teaching Commitiee.
Mre. Spanlding will take steps 1o
arrange (raveling circuits whereby
tenchers can visit all the loeal As-
semblies at regular intemvals. This

3
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forward step in the direction of a
permanent and efficient organiza-
tion of the teaching work has a
direct reiation to the new nalional
plan announced in our letter to the
friends in this i1ssue of the New:
Letter. The five regional chair-
men of the National Teaching
Committee will continue to be re-
sponsible, each in his own region,
for the important work of the
Teaching Conventions, the working
out of teaching cutlines. sutbjects
for public addresses, and for de-
veloping ways and means fo edu-
cate Baha'i teachers, an all import-
ant aspect of the work on which
as yet all too little has been done.
Each loecal Spiritual Assembly and
group 18 requested to appoint one
or more of their number as a local
Teaching Committee to make con-
tact with their Regional Chairntau
and also with Mrs. Spaulding who
will have charge of the execntive
and business side of the work.

REVISIONS IN BAHA’
DIRECTORY.

Local secretaries and members
of National Committees, who re-
cently received copies of the new
printed Baha'i Directory are re-
quested to make the following cor-
rections and additions:

The secretary of the XNational
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is
of Tuorkistan and the Caucasus
spells his mame Asgharzadih: the
zecretary of the National Spiritnai
Assembly of the Baha'is of India
and Burma is Mr. Hashmatullah
whose address is Havadia. Chekla.
Surat, India: the address ot the
secretary of the Chicago Spiritual
Assembly is 6421 South Marshfield
Avenue; for Helena, Montana,
read Mr. Fred Mortensen, 533
Breckenridge Street; add Mr. W.
. Warner, 924 Michigan Avenue.
Fast Lansing, Michigan. for the
Lansing group; omit name of Mr.
Ahmad Faik as secretary for Cairo.
Egypt, and substitute name of Mu-
hammed Taki Esfahani, Marjoush
Street; under Germany and Aus-
tria add name of Herr Walter Rei-
necker, Howaidst 8, 1V, Frankfuri
a’/Mein, Germany, and Mr. Theo-
dor Lehne, Heiligendammerstrasse

10, Schmargendorf, Berlin. Ger-

many; under Russia change Pe-
trovka 15, Kr. 24, to Petrovka 153,

Kv. 24, and Miss Grinerskaya

should be written Miss Isabel Grin-
erskaya with the same address as
ziven. The friends are requested
to assist in maintaining a correct
Baha'i Directory at all times.

REVESIONS IN NATIONAL
COMMITTEE LIST.

Kindly make the following revis-
ions and additions tpon the names
oi national committee members as
=ent out with November Naews Let-
ter. To Teaching Commitlee, adid
name of Mrs. El Fleda Spauiding,
vhairman; the address of the sec-
retary ot the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar
Committee should be Lincoln
street and not Lincaln Avenue; add
name of Mr. Arthur Agnew as
metmber of commiitee on coopera-
tion between Baha'is in North Am-
erica and Persia; the address of
Alrs, Victoria Bedikian should be
P. 0. Box 179 instead nf P. O. Box
128: add name of Mr. Alfred E.
Liunt as member of (ireen Acre
Trustees.

TO SECRETARIES OF LOCAL
ASSEMBLIES AND GROUPS.

From time to time. letters have
heen received which indicate that
in eertain localities the News Let-
ler i= not being distribnted care-
fully and consecientiously to all the
helievers. Will the friends bear
in mind that the Mews Letter is
the sole means of communication
between the National Soiritual As-
sembly and the entire body of the
helievers in North America. By
the =ame token, it is the only
ageney whereby the communica-
tions received from Shogi Effendi
ran he published and placed in the
lands of all.

The National Spiritual Assembiy
i< «ordident that all loend seore-
laries will appreciate these racts
and tike steps to give the XNews
Letter fill and immediate distribu-
tion, where this has not previons-
Iy been dotie.

In“the larger centers it may
prove necessary to mail the indi-
vidual copies to ihe loeal hist, and
advantage can be taken of this to
inrlide a program or other infor-
mation cottcerning local Baha'l ac-
tivities,

Several Assemblies have nnt vet
returned the Assembly Roll sent to
them several months ago, and we
ape still awaiting lists of the rec-
ngnized balievers required to make
up the complete National list
which has hbeen requested hy the
Guardian of the Cause. The local
secretaries should feel entirely re-
sponsible for sending in changes of
address from time to time and al-
sg keep in contact with any mem-
heps who may be traveling.

We are compelled to state also

that a few Aszemblies have not vet
indicated the names and addresses
uf those in their city who are en-
titted to receive copies of the Will
and Testament ol “Ahdir’l-Baha.
Several hundred of the {riends are
consequenlly =titl deprived. I=olati-
ed Dbelievers can apply tor their
ropy through the Teaching Chair-
man of their region,

Will the rriends bear in mind
that the Central Office of tre Xa-
tional Spiritual Assembly contains
a file of the communicalions fram
each local Assembly and gronn.
and these files are intended to en-
able the National body to arrive al
accurate and complete conclusions
respecting the activities and con-
dition of the Canuse in the varions
cities, In addition to the acknowli-
edgement of all nrgent lefters and
telegrams from the National Spir-
iteral  Assembly, local secretaries
are requested to send in ropies of
all printed Baha'i programs. news-
naper olippings on the =ubject of
the Canse. and =nch news of the
artivities as shonld be brought to
the attention of ail the friends
through the News Letter. The or-
ganization of the work of the loval
<eeretary and treasurer i= the first
responsibility of each incoming
Spiritual Assembly.

We urge the local Aszezmblies of
the United States and .Canada. in
conelusion., fo take steps to have a
nermanent P. . Box address for
international Baha’i correspon-
dence, thns doing away with the
changas of address caused by an-
nual elections,

TO THE ISOLATED BELIEVERS.

Every i=olated believer whose
name and address has been re-
ceived through an authoritative
zource is receiving an individuoal
copy of the News Letter. These
friends are requested to notify the
National Secretary immediately of
any shange of address, Some re-
spanse on the part of izolated be-
lievers indicating that they receive
the News Letter and nre making
nse of it wonid also be appreciat-
ed. The National Spiritital As-
sembly does not wish {n have
these communications =ent to any
save those truly interested in the
Baha'i Canse,

OQUTLINES FOR TEACHING.

How to Give the Message.
The Baha't Message is the glad
tidings of a new Messenger who
brings a new teaching which will
establish world peace and nnity.
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To give the message iz to declare
both the Messenger and His mes-
sage, in such a wav as to appeal to

the particular tyvpe of people In
whom nne iz speaking.

A, If we stndy rarefully Ab-
du’l-Baha’'s American addresses
we wit]l be able to nse his method
uf giving the message not only to
different tvpez of paopie hut {o a
general audience, Read, e, g, his
addres=es in the Star of the Wesl,
YVol. I, No. 8. p. 2ff: Xo. . p.
1012 No. 1L, p. I3ff: No. 10, .
2511; Vol IV, p. 47€; or Promulga-
tion of Universal Peace, Vol. 1, n,
1047F: o 122ff: p. {TIfF: Vol. 2.
p. 4637 . 3840, and make an
rutline of the points he brings ont
in sach address. Then give thal
addresz< in our own words to an
imaginary listeper. It will fix the
tdeas in onr memorey and give ns
practive in speaking. Abdu’l-
Baha's method in these addresses
is:

1. To tell how the East was in
the Jdarkness of prejudice, racial
fanativi=m, =nperstition.

2, To tell how in thiz Jark-
ness Baha'v'llah ros=e like a glori-
otz =i, oand rhanged the dark-
ness into light. He gave, perhaps,
inst a few words ahont the his-
forical =eiting of Baha'vw’lah and
the Bab:; how.they came from the
East, as all the great prophets of
the world have arizsen in the Ori-
ent,  Spiritnal light has  alwavs
come from the East.

A, To outline the nintversal
principles, sometimes deserihing
each one in detail, at other limes
<stmply mentioning them. luving
particnlar stress upon the oneness
of mankind. nmversal pearce, the
findamental oneness af religiois
and the power of the Holy Spirit
whirh, alone, can change haman
natnre and put these teachimgs in-
io practice. A splendid onthine of
these universal principles will lLe
found in The Tablet 1o the Hagne
.pamphleti; The Wisdom of Ah-
der'l-Baha., part 2: Baha'i Serip-
fures, p. 274f7; Promulgation of
T'niversal Peace. Vol. 2, p. 30811
e A28 po 4330 po $AOTE Vel
[. p. £7a7f. Baha'n'llah and the
New FEra. Ghap, 1. 7. 8 .t I2
show us just how to present thexe
nniver=al teachings io onr world.

B. If thev ask “What is your
Ielief regarding Baha'u'llah®™ ™
wrote Abduw’l-Baha in {920 to Ah-
mad Khao Yazdanoi, The Hague.
“peply that we regard him as the

foremuos=t tearher and instructor of

ithe world in this age, and make
clear and explain in detail that
these teachings regarding univer-

=al peace and other subjects issued

from the pen of Baha'o'liah ftifty
vears ago aud. were published in
Persia and India and spread ahroad
throughont the whale world, Tu
the beginning all were ineredulons
about the idea of universal pearce,
helieving it to be & thing impossi-
ble.  Fnrther, speak of the great-
ness of Baha'n'llah. and of the
everis which {ook place in Persia
and Turkey. and of the asxtonishing
influence which he exerled. and or
the epiztles whirh e addressed o
all the sovereigus. and their ful-
lillment. Also speak of the spread
of the Baha'i Cause.”

.. But the supreme <erret of
giving the message is anrselves to
I'e the mes=age. YWhen 'he teach-
cr is rodiant with the light of nn-
ver<al love and peace and the ioyv
ol his new discovery peonle im-
mediatelv =av. the Baha'i Meszsaze
M=t have in it some reality to pro-
diree surh an effect npon ifs fisei-
ples, aned they will be insnpired lo
<tirdy the sourees of this wonder-
Ml light amid new revelation.

“When the teacher delivers an
address, first of all his own words
m=t have o supremely power(nl
effect upon himself. so that olhers
i tirn may he affeeted,  His nt-
ferances must be like a Mlame nf
fire. birning awavy  the wveils of
dogma, passion and desire. More-
vver, he must he in the utmast
<tate of humilitv and self-eftace-
ment. that others mav he rendered
mindful. He muost have affained
to the station of renoneatinn goed
annihitation.  Then and nat untit
then will he teach the neonle with
the melody o the Celestint (-
cotrse. —3hdin’1-Baha.

NATIONAL TEACTING
COMMITTEE.
By Allert Vail, Secrefary,

NREWS OF THE CAUSE.

North America.

Baha'is throughont the world
will be more than pleased to know
that thanks= tn special contribunlions
rom friends of the Caunse. a dralt
was <ent (o the Gnardian in Xo-
vent er of att amond satfieient 1o
complete the Western Pilgrim
Honse.  Manyv loeal  As<semblies
coonerided ~everal vears agao in the
matter of providing =iritable fur-
nishings, and detailx eoncerning
all these arrangements will he giv-
ent throngh the News Letter as soan
as possible,

The enteal Staftes Tearching
Convention was held in the Tem-
ple Fonndation at YWilmetle, !i-
nois, from XNovember 12th (o

I5th. A large group attended ithe
opening Feast held in jovous com-
memoration of the biethday of
BGaba'n’'llah and memberz of he
Natlional Spirituai Assembliy
ronght their greetings, Mr. Hor-
are Hellev spoke Fridav evening.
Novembee 13th, unon “The Reliz-
ion ol Realitv.”” A splendid andi-
rnee came to hear the message on
Snday arternonn., Feidav, Satnn-
Jdav and  Sunday mornings  Ape
Vail rondueted a elass in methods
al tearhing at which varions arps
gave talks and answered extam-
noraneousiy the guestions which
Mr, (Gregory prepared at Green
Aere Jast summer,  Satordav af-
fernoon was devoted to the prob-
l[erm of the spiritual edneation of
children, and a econference with
the Yatiomal Spirifital Aszsembhbly,
lir, Bagdadi. Miss Alma Knobloek.
Mrs. Troe and athers gave heanti-
Ml s~nggesztinus as to method: of
teaching. There was a rcall o
ralp hapgier <aerifleres to raise the
FL00.000 to bnild the Temple. and
a eall to susiain af the same time
Al o Baha'i aetivities that the
Can=e mayv move forward to glori-
ans virtory,

A Spiritnal Aszembly has rerent-
[v heen elected by the friends of
Eliot. Maine. It is ihe special
purpose of the Eliot Assembly (o
rreate a =pirit of cooperation for
{ireen Acre on the part of the local
commuity, One of the members
ol the Eliot groap, Mes. Kate lves.
i= the =evoml American believer [n
have received the Alessage,

A letter has been received from
e ol the Bitha't teachers pesident
ot the Parific Coast  expressing
great pleasure at the joyvous activ-
itv 0t the Seattle Assembly. The
Assembly roonmt bas recently been
moved from the University disterict
inlo the center of the city and at-
lendanvce at the public meetings i
sleadils inereasing.  The Seattle
friends have started a series of
manthly entertainments, combin-
ing a musiral and literary program
with lnnecheon with excellent re-
sidts, A Universal Religions Fo-
srnois held ab eleven a. m. Sun-
davs {0 whirh many ingquirers are
attraected, By conflning all the
<peakers tn points of agreement. il
has heen fonnd that those who or-
iginadly came to express prejudice
or antagoni=m are drawn into the
spiett of nnity and roneord.

The Baiffalo Assembly has re-
cont taken a publie hall at 505 Del-
awware Avenne, where ceveral pub-
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lic meetings are heid weekly. The
meeting place of the Buffalo As-
sembly is extremely well appoini-
ed and attraective., I{ was largely
through the encouragement and
cooperation of Dr, John Herman
Randall that the Buffaloe Iriends
{ook this step. Well qualified
teachers are reqnested to visit Bal-
falo whenever possible.

From . Washington, D. €. has
been received the following repurt
of Baha'i activity: “*We have =
public meeting every = Sunday
night, which iz extensively adver-
tised. Mr. Howaed MacNuit has
heen with us for aboat ten days,
when a meeting was held i 2o
part of the city every night.  Ar,
MacXNritl has been in Washiuglen
twire a yvear for the last few yeurs
and has alwavs =erved with true
spiritnality and intelligence. Some
of his subjects have been un the
Uinity of Religion. the Mashrigu'l-
Adhkar and the Manifestations or
God.

“We have also heen favored
with a week-end visit from Mr,
Hooper Harris of New York and
we wonld tecommend that Mr
Harris he invited to =peak lor ev-
ery nearby Assembly, Mr. llaeris
gave two remarkable puhblic talks,
ane at the home of Dr. aund Ars,
Ardeshir Irant on the subject of
Spiritnal Fundamentalism, and the
other in our public hall on the sub-
ject- of Spiritnal Modermism.
third lalk was given beflore the
members of the Assembly on the
subject of Baha’i Teaching.

“Regular Friday night meelings
have been held at the home of Mrs.
de Lagne!l for many wvears and a
stndy class for adults is held Snn-
day mornings at the publir bhali.
The splendid progress of the Ba-
ha’i Junior Group has been a nota-
tile feature of the work in Wash-
ington for many vears.”

Late last spring, the Baha'i A=s-
cembly of Worrester, Massachu-
setts, was able to make a vital con-
tart with the minister of the lar-
gest Universalist Chureh in Waor-
rester, and it was arranged that
Dr. John Herman Randall should
give an address on the Significance
of the Baha'i Cause in the pnipit of
that ehureh an the 25th of October.
The enthusiasm and interest man-
ifested on this oceasion” was zo
genuine that the minister immedi-
alely asked for another address on
the Baha'i prineiples, The date
has heen arranged for Febrnary
28, 102G,

From the kind svmpathy of the

friends in this eongregation, a sig-
nificant resuit has been obtained:

the Dean of Clark University in
IWorcester is seeking an engage-
ment for a Baha'i lecture to be giv-
&1 to his whole stundent body; the
otficials of the Women's Glub,
~nme of whom are members of the
I'niversalist  Chureh. are also
~lrongly interested in ihe BRaha'i
work.  These places demand el-
licient. experienced and well-
kuown speakerz. The Worrester
lrtends feel that all the believers
should make special efforts at this
time to attract leading ministers Lo
the Cause.

In a previons News Letter men-
1ilm1 has been made of Lhe splen-
lid meetings held under the ans-
pices of the Fellows=hip ui Faiths,
On Oetober 26th al Grare Church,
New York City, a public meeting
was held in honor of Judaism. Ad-
dresses were delivered hv repre-
<entatives of Buddhism, Christian-
v, Ethical Cuolture, Hinduism,
Mohammedanism. Zoroastrianism
ond New Thought. Mre=., Mary
anfard  Ford  represented the
Baha'l Canse.

The Fellowship af Faiths aiso
arranged two public metings in
Boston. in both of which Baha'i
speakers were included. On Yo-
vember 30th at Old South Meeting
House the subject of peace and
hrotherhood was disensszed by ad-
herants of the varions religions.
Mr. W. H. Randall spoke in behalf
of the Baha’is. On December 14th
fribntes to Christianity were de-
tivered in Temple [srael by repre-
sentatives of the other world faiths
and a Baha't was ineluded in this
nrogram,

The orinted program puablished
hv the RBaha't Assembly of Boston
for Derember s a model both in
ippearance and arrangement
which conld well be adopted by the
friends in other eifies, Among
the speakers at the Sundav even-
ing public meetings were Mr.
Charles F. Weller. founder nf the
Fellowship of Faiths, Dr. Alfred
W. Martin and Dr. John Herman
Randali. The Boston Assembly
has recentlv =et apart the eveming
nf Tuesday each week for teach-
ing meetings to be held in differ-
ent homes throughont the city.
Solendid results have already heen
reatized from these meetings,
which enable new friends to be in-
viled, many of whom have willing-
Iv opened up Ltheir homes for simi-
tar neighborhood meetings in the
fature,

Shoghi Effendi wrote a letter fo
the Boston Baha'ti Assembly on
October 27th in which he express-
o3 genuine satisfaction with their

prlans.  “Your main purpose. [ feel.
should be to conduct vour general
meetings for the public in such a
manner as to altract liberal mind-
ed, capable and sincere souls. and
io endeavor in vour indwvidiral pri-
vate intercourse with those already
interested, to enlist gradually their
whole-hearted and  nnreserved
=upport and acceptance nf the Ba-
ha'i Faith. These should bhe yvour
hati

primary considepeations, <
are necessary and complemen-
tary.™

The Philadelphia Baha'i As=em-
bly has appointed a sperial cum-
mittee to prepare a local history of-
the Cause. This Committee is col-
lecting copies of the public ad-
dresses delivered by Abdu’l Baha
in Phitadeiphia and also programs
i important public meetings. as
held from time to time. [t might
be well {or olher Bpiritual Assem-
hlies to undertake in the same wav
to muke a clear record of the de-
velopment of the Canse in their lo-
ralily since the earliest davs.

The good news has been re-
ceived from Miss Helen Whitney
of Lansing, Mich., that a majority
it the memhers of a loeal Spirit-
imalist Church have now organized
themselves as a Baha't group.
Visits from Mrs. Corinne True ami
Mr, Arthur Agnew greatly assisted
Miss Whitney in her work. Mr.
Warner has been appointed secre-
tary of the Lansing group.

Tt was the nprivilege of the
friends n New York to hold onece
agam their meefing in commem-
aration of the Ascension of "Abdu’l
Baha in St Mark'= (Chnreh,
Throngh the conetesy of Dr. W, N,
Guthrie, St Mark's Chureh  has
heen availahle annually for this
rommemaoration service,  Several
hundred believers attended the
meeting on November 28th.

Those present at the 1925 Con-
vention will recall the heautiful
report of teaching work in o2
Southern States rendered by Mes.
l.onise Bovle. Regional Chairma s
Thanks to Mrs, Bovle's energy and
exerntive capactty, the {eaching
work is being steadilv developed
in those statex to whirh Ahdu’l-
Baha attributed such importance
in the Tablets of the Divine Plan.

The entire South is being indus-
trially and socially regenerated =l
present by new developmeints
tending to give to the Sonth mauny
large manttfacturing projects
which only a few vears ago would
have been located in the Central
Slates aor New England, All lhe
zroups and isolated believers in
that region are now bheing linked
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ap through Mrs, Bovie and fhe
presence of the two teachers, Mr.
Louis (rregory and Mr, Howard
MacNntt is most opportune. The
<eeds of spiritual interest =0 taith-
Tully sown in the Sonth hy these
and other teachers. during past
vears, are now producing wonder-
ful results in attracting ardent au-
iiences for the Message in mauy
cities,

The following information has
lwen received concerning the ar-
tivities of Mr. Gregory. Space is
tacking for all save a hrief resume:
Uuring Ortober, Mr. Gregory spent
two davs at the State Tndustrial
School for Golored Students. Bor-
dentown. N. J., giving an address
hefore facultv and three hondred
<tidents, and making  indivigus!
civitacts.  Proceedine southward
AMr. Gregorv spent a dav with the
lriends in Riverton, N, J. and Phil-
adeiphia. where Mr., MacNntt and
Dr. AMoody  also  spoke to the
friends. Thirmg ten davs in-Wash-
mgton 7). .. he devoted mueh
fime to meetings of the Congreza-
tinnal Coneeil and the Y. M. (3 AL
Convention. Many of the Aelegates
present had already heard the Mes-
sage and were pleased to add to
their information and interest, Mr,
Gregory lound that hoth these
Conventions reflected vepy clearty
the =pirit and the letter of the Ba-
ha'i priaciples.

Arvived at Jarksonoville, Florida,
earlv in November, Mrp,
was gpreatlvy assisted by Rev. Dr.
Taohn E. Ford. Pastor of the Bethel
Baptli=t Instidational Chureh. who
carranged  mine  Baha'i meetfings
AMONg VACIONS gronps  incinding
the facnlty and students arf Kd-
ward Waters” College, Bible Strdy
clase of Bethel Chierh, Chair o
Rethel Chueech, faculty apd «|n-
dentz of Stantion High Schanl.
thirty-two public school teachers,
seventv-five offirers and agents nl
the Afro-American Insuranes o,
the regular =ervice of the Colored
Preshyvierian  Chnreh. and  the
Yonng people’s meeting ol the
Simpson Memorial Methodist
Chureh. Dr, Ford first heard ol
the Message nine vears ago.

In St Augnstine, Mr. Gregory
formd the ground thoroughly pre-
vared by Dr. and Mes. Gov, who
have npheld the Canse in that rifv
against =evere opposition and eriti-
cism for many vears, these unfav-
nrable  rconditions now  happilv
coming to an end. Three churehes
and fwa schools were opened to
AMr. Gregory in 8. Augustine, and
nne rlergyman has requested a se-
ries ni twelve Baha't talks. Fuopth-

firegnry

er details about the teaching waork
in the South will be given in the
next News Letter.

[fuder the supervision of the
Gentral States Teaching Commit-
tee, the Assembly of Kenosha,
Wisconsin, are conducting a series
af publie lectures which are greal-
Iv encouraging the local friends
ang attracting interesied inguirers.
‘mone the speakers are Mr, Alhert
Vail. Mes. Corinne True, Mp, Ar-
lThur 8, Agnew, Mr. and Mrs, Rob-
et LI Mottett, Mrs. Walrath, Mrs,
TlHrich, Dr. Zia Bagdadi and Mr.
Albert R, Windust. The assistance
eiven the Kenosha friends by the
Remional Teaching Committee is
an admirable example of how local
afforts can be reinforced by draw-
ing upon the organized resources
ol the Canse, [t is to be hoped, and
confidently expected, ihat hefore
g 1t will be possible to establish
Iraveling cirenit whereby  well-
vrralified teachers will periodiecally
rav vixits lo each local Assembly
and group.

The Portland As<semhly have re-
contly enjoved a visit from Al
Pobert .. Gilick, of Paradise, Cal-
irornia, Mr. Gulick heard the Mes-
-age about twentv-five vears ago
our is pow in a position to devole
all his time to the Cause. His pub-
Yir address in Portland was greal-
Iv enjoved. Mr. Gulick plans lo
ag tnto various rural distriets, de-
liver a sertes of addresses and have
{hese printed in the loeal paper and
Jiztributed to all residents in the
distriet, after whirh he will foliow
np ingquiries antil actnal resolts
are ubtained.  YWhen this methoed
can he pmploved by a number of
contlirmed believers. the growth ol
e Cau=<e it this conoiry will be
magnificently arcelerated.

All Convention delegates and
visitora will recall the reading by
Mrs, Svlvia Margolis ol selections
fraom her book of poems entitled
“Letters to Jesus, by a Jewess”
This striking expression of the
rew. universal spirit has now
lwen published, and copies of the
valume can be obtained from The
Liucoln Presz Co., Davion, Ohio.

In the last few weeks Mr, Albert
Vail has been traveling in Illinois,
Ohio. Wisronsin and as far east as
Pittsburgh, speaking many times
in schools. churches, and to Baha'i
gatherings. The interest in the
{ilad Tidings seems to increase ev-
ery month, and ministers and ed-
necators express more and maore to
students and caongregations their
rejoicing in the universality of the
Baha'i teachings and the remark-
ihle lives aof Baha'u'llah and Ah-

du’l-Baha. Classes and groaps and
interviews for the fuller studv of
the leachings are proving of great
value in confirming the newly at-
tracrted ones,

Other Countries.

In a tetter recently received
lrem Jinaby Fadil, a member of
the National Spiritunal Assembly is
informed that Jinabi and his fam-
ilv are leaving Haifa for Persia by
way 0f Bagdad. His address in
Persia will be either ¢/0 Mirza Fa-
zel Ulllah Nasserauf, Sarai Taki,
Basht, Persia, or ¢‘o Mirza Golon
Ali Dawtfoush. Rre Naserrieh, Te-
heran. Persia. Letters should be
sent registered. The beloved
teacher sends loving greetings to
all the American friends.

We are informed by the Ham-
burg. Germany, Baha'i Assembly
that their plans for the Esperanto
Baha'i Magazine, “*la Nova Tago.”
of which mention was made in the
November News Letter, have hesn
greatly amplified <ince the foun-
dation of the magazine. as the re-
=nlt af enconragement and sugges-
tions sent them bv Shoghi Effendi.
Concerning La Nova Tago. the
Guardian writes: [ hail the inang-
uration of an international Baha'i
organ. :¢ vitallv needed at the
present stage of our work, and
destined to render services that are
unigie in their character tn the
romoonent parts of the ever-ex-
panding Baha'i world,

“Though timited in its sphere of
inflience, and modest in feature.
vet it shall, due to the vital posi-
tion it {ulfills, grow from strength
{o strength, and vindiecate its rlaim
is the one medinm of inlernation-
al Baba't intereonirse,™

We are informed that beginning
Mareh, 1926, La Nova Tago will be
sent free to each Baha't center
thronghout the wortd, individual
beltevers heing ahle to obtain cop-
ies at a very moderate subscrip-
tion rost.  The magazine will be
published quarterly and contain re-
ports furnished it by each XNa-
tional Spiritual Assembly,

From Hamburg also have been
received three copies of a general
news letter published in German
and rontaining significant informa-
tion concerning the progress of the
Cause. The National Spiritual As-
sembly of Germany are arranging
ta establish a national Baha'i
Archives in Stuttgart to collect all
writings on the subject of the
Cause. A system of exchanging
Baha'i writings with {riends in
other conntries is also being in-
aungnrated. “The XNeuwe Freie



BAHA'T NEWS LETTER

7

Presse”™ of Vienna recently pub-
lished an article rconcerning the
persecutions ol the Persian Ba-
in'ts by Dir. Augusie Forel. which
has proved very influential. being
quoted even in lhe Tirkish paper
af Stamboul. A general dictionary
ar encyelopedia to bhe piehlished
<hortly m Vierrna ander the title
ol “Mensehen  und  Meusechen-
werke will enntain an  artiele
abont the Baha'i Movement and
it leading figures,

The =ad news is also contained
in the Hambure Bahsa'i news lef-
ter that Il'r. A, Brauns. while on a
visit 1o his father-in-law, Dr. Fo-
rel. wasx drowned in the River
Rhone. T, Braims was a memher
of the German National Spiritnal
Arzsembiy from its origin and his
hroad vision nf the Canse and ae-
dent snirit will be forever missed
hy his Baha'i associates.

Dir. Albert Muhlzchlegel of Kon-
trstrasse, 68, Stuttgart, Germany,
hasz heen requested hy the (er-
man Xalional Spiritital  A=semhly
In mainiain rarrespondencs with
the English =peaking Iriends. i,
Mirhlsehlegel took part in the re-
cent interrational Ezsperanto Con-
eress al (teneva. working with
Mis= Martha Root to represent the
Cartse,

- Mps. Lonise Gregary retirrned in
hime to attend the 1025 Conven-
tion alter extensive travel and Ba-
ha’i work in Europe. Mrs. Greg-
ory paszed =ix months in Luxum-
bonrg sowing seeds which will ap-
pear manifest fater on. Mrs. Greg-
wry vigited the DBaha'i group at
Vienna and aizn aszisted in form-
ing a stidy elass at Grez. Anstria.
The Women's League fnr Peace
and Freedom al Vienna. (rez and
Buda Pest gave Mr=. Gregory cor-
dial cooperation and snpporet, The
nresident of the Buda Pest branch
of the Women’s Leagne had met
“Ahidvi’l-Baha and beard bim speak
an his vizit {o Butda Pest in 413,
A fatk giwven by Mrs. Gregory in
Buda Pest was reported in the
Hungarian papers. There is splen-
did opportunity for follow-1p work
in Brnda Pest. En ronte to take
ship at Antwerp, Mrs, Gregory had
the privilege nf paving short visits
amaong the friends at Stuttgart and
Esxlingen.

Through Miss Leonora Holsap-
nie we have learned inleresiing de-
tails about the progress ot the
work in Bahia, Brazil. Dr. Essle-
maont's book has been translated
wnd i now being printed for rcir-
culafren in South America.  Miss
Holsappie and Miss Mickle have

confirmed a smail gronp in Bahia
and Miss [olsapple is arranging to
travel in other eities to establish
artive center=.  Alr. H. II. Ryveroft
who has been associaled in the
Baha'it work at Bahia has rerentlv
written a number of beauliful
hvimns, the publication of which
tac heen anoraverd by the Review-
ing Committes, Mr. and Mrs. Byv-
croft visited England doring lhe
spring and sitmmer.  On account
nl certain revolutionary move-
ments in Southern Brazil, pablic
meefings of all kinds have been
snspended by the Government, bt
Miss Hoi=apple has been ahle lao
keep up her teaching work. There
is great need for well eqguipped
tearhers to make their residence in
Rahia and extend the work whierh
has been so courageousiv and ef-
fectively begun.  Miss Mickle re-
~anty returned o the United
Btates.

The Spiritnal Assembly of Te-
heran has recently  appointed a
=meeint committee to rompile a
reneral nows letter and distribute
it regnlariy, in Englich or Persian.
tn Raha’t centers thronghout the
world. The Amertean Assemblies
are remtesied to send their imnnet-
ant Baha'i news to Mr. Finad Rou-
P o/ M. G Al Khan Davatehy,
Teheran. Persia. Tt is advisable to
addresz all commnications o Per-
<ign renters in plain envelopes as
those whirh rontain anv reference
ta the Baha'i Canse are likelv to he
confiscated hy the Post Office.

lim

The first of these general letters
(room Teheran 1= ifated September.
(425, and rondains an admirable
Jigesl of arclivities throughout the
Fasl. Amang the tmmportant com-
millees appointed by the Teheran
Spirvitnal Assembly is one for com-
piling the history of the Cause in
Persin, This committee is engaged
in eollerting histerical data from
Assemblies and survivors of the
early davs, and it iz experted that
lroom this material will in the near
future appear the anthoritative, ar-
cnrate and complete history of the
Movement which is so much de-
<ired,

Gases of recent persecution are
reported from Teheran as follows:
In Mian Doab a number of people
rosze against the Baha'is, arresting
twn of the believers by order of &
mullah. They then decided that
noe Baha'i should be admitted inlo
a public bath or barbershap. but
Government officials interfered
and released tha prisoners. The
believers of Mian Doab have start-
ed a Baha'i school and are now
planning to construet a  Mash-

rigqul-Adhkar. A Baha'i school
started tn a town near Sangsar was
closed by a bocal mob but an order
was secnred from the Department
of Eduration that the =chool should
be reopened. Thke local antagon-
is=m =till exists and the results can-
uot he foreseen, A Baha'i was re-
cently mortally wonnded in a vil-
lage in Mazandaran. Similar dif-
ficulties have heen reported {rom
the Babha'is of Yazd. Nain, Shaha-
had and Bender Abbas. Many anti-
Baha'i demonstrations have been
rhecked by the Government.

The splendid effects of the visil
af Mrs, Florence Schopflocher o
cities of Persia where the friends
met a western woman for the first
time. are reflected in many com-
munications lately received. The
American «friends are very grate-
ful to the Persian believers for the
heautiful hospitality extended to
Mrs, Schopflocher during her jour-
trev,

The extensive journey of Mr,
Siegfried Schopflocher also pro-
iuced most favorable comment on
the part of our Oriental friends. A
recett igsne of The Dawn con-
tains a most interesting aceount of
n Baha’i address delivered by Mr.
Schooflocher for the Baha'i As-
sembly of Rangonnr. This address
was devoted to the subjeet of the
life and teachings of Mohammed
and deenly moved-the Mohamme-
dan inguirers who were present at
the meeting.

We have heen greatly interest-
od 10 receive clippings of articles
on the Canse published in La Tri-
hnme de (Geneve on August 15th
and in the Egvptian Gazette of
April 15th.

A beantiful cireular letter has
heen received from the Spiritual
Assembly of Navriz reflecting the
=ympathy and affection shown bv
the {riends thronghout the world
tnwards those who suffered from
ihe finod last vear. In addition to
restaring the devastated houses
the Navriz Baha’is have started the
romsteiretion of a Mashriqu'l-Adh-
kar and a public dam to prlevent
fnture floods. This latter is an
important =ervice o all the m‘pabl—
tants nf Nayriz and is producing a
mast favorahle impression.

General letters are now being is-
sned by the National Spiritnal As-
cemblvy nf India and Burma
through N Hashmatullah, =secre-
tarv. The flrst of these letters
quotes important instruetions sent
by Shoghi Effendi to Spiritnal As-
cemblies throughont the East an
Tine -&th last, The result of the
recent elections of the National -
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Spiritual Assembly of India and
Burma are reported in the Septem-
ber issue of The Dawn. The Am-
ertcan friends who wish to follow
the progress of the Cause in the
Far East should subscribe to this
important Baha'it magazine,

In a letter received from the Na-
tional Spiritual Assembly of Egynt
we are informed that in the small
village of Kom El Saavda the peo-
ple have heen aroused against the
local Baha'iz and an action brougit
hefore the Mohammedan court
with the result that the marriage
of the Baha’is has been annulled
on the gronnds that the Baha'i
Cause is A heresv against the Mus-
lim raith. This case s now Dbe-
fore the Mohammaden Court of
Appeal and it is hoped that justire
will be oblained.

From Mr. Rnstom Khosrove of
the National Hotel. Poona. India.
A letter has come setting forth en-
thosiastically the manyv opportn-
nities of service that await Baha'i
feachers from America or Enrone
whao visit India prepared to make
a tour of the varions Baha'i ren-
ters. It is greatlv fo be hoped thot
thi=  inier-exrhange of Baha'i
teachers hetween the various
countries will steadilv increasze,
and the Ameriran Xztional Spirit-

nal Assembly suggests that all be-
lievers who travel ontside their
owTn couniry carry with them a
snitahle letter af endorsement and
introduction signed by their own
National Spirttual  Assembly  or
aother recognized Baha'i authorily.

Grateinl acknowledgement s
made of letters received from Port
Said. Beirut. Baku, Ishkabad. Bag-
dad. Awashigh Bpiritual Assembly
Jeare M, L Vakil, Bagdad . Mos-
vow, Sultanabad. Irayg, Persia, and
Bombay.

From Mr. Badi Bushru'i, Eng-
lish secretary of the Spiritual As-
sembly of Haifa we are indebled
for most interesting news letters
dated dMayv 17, June 5th. June =
July 13th and August st trom
which suitahle exerpts will be
made in the next News Letter for
the informalion ot the American
friends. Funrctioning as they are
nnder the inspiration of the direct
example ol the Guardian of the
(lause. the Haifa Spiritnal As=em-
bly is rendering natable services,
not the least of which has heen to
provide the helievers of Europe
and America with accurate and
timelv news of activities throutgh-
it the Fast.

e

-nioneering spirit was the

IN MEMORIAM.

Mres, J. Wesley Thompson.
elected delegate at the 1925 Na-
tional Convention. {rom the Hono-
Inin Assemblyv, passed awav whil
making the jonrney to Green Acre.
The extensive memorial notice ap-
pearing in the Honolule Advertis-
er of June 2nd tesgtifies to the high
esteem and cordial respect felt for
Mrs. Thompson Lhroughont a wide
cirele of acounaintances. If is sig-
nificant of her universal spirit t»-
this notice was written by a Jan-
inese student. “The mnst tangible
expression of Mrs. Thomuopson's
fonnd-
ing of the Kona Fartnm. She honed
devontly that the arganization
would serve ns a potent agenrv in
nromoting direet social and intel-
lectual interronrse  among Lhe
many and mingled rares repre-
sented im Kona, . . . The Persian
ol nf Baha'ism, with ite vavied
hinmanifarian tenets. alsn stropely
annealed tn Mres. Thompson, She
was il sole missionary in Kona.
rondueting A series of evenine
meetings in her lihrary, when the
varions aspects of the Baha'i relig-
i were exnlained to and disenss-
ed with her friendiy neighbors.”

From Annie L. Libby nf Los An-
geles has heen received the foflow-
ing potice of the passing of Dr.
Maxwell Ryder. “On July 7th Dr.
Maxwell Rvder. hushand of Zuariel
Libhv -Rvder. a faithful follower
of Raha'n'lah anAd a firm believer
in the Cenfer af the Covenant, as-
cended to his trne home in the
Kingdem of Ahha, He lived rgther
{han veieed his peligion. Yo one
wha sanght his help {or eithep
<nirifual nr majerial relief left him
rmnivehanded.”” The followineg
mistation i= fenm a Toahlet revealed
bv Abdn’l Raha foe T3r. Ryder an
April O 1021, “Your letter has
heaen received,  Tis rcontents was
the ranse of ioy becanse jt js in-
dirative of the Joftiness of vyour
asniration, the nobilitv of vour
rhararter and the sincerity af vour
intentinns.""

Mr=. AMarion X, Potter has con-
tribnted the Tollowing memorial
Toor the heloved Baha'i. Dr. Panline
Rartnn-Peela “Ag we think of
oire Tietoved Dr. Panline Barton-
Preke, we koow that the ideal spir-
intal connection has beeame estah-
lished, that while {he human voice
iz silent. the physiral form gone
from o human sighf. that we are
becomine inereasingly  consepons
of a =piritnal love welling np with-
in ns and attnning aur heartz o

her radiant reality.
realize more and more her untir-
ing devotion and activity, and her
deep love for Baha'u'llah and Ab-
du’l Baha. Her connection with
the Cause began many years ago.
She had been a searcher -after
truth “for years. so that when she
heard of the Revelation she be-
rame intensely interested and ac-
repted the Baha'i Message. From
that time untll her passing she
gave of her ahnndant and virtle en-
ergy and forcefulness to the
spreading and upbuilding of the
Cause in Cleveland. .

“Very shortly after she had ac-
cepted the teachings the meetings
were centered in her home and it
became a real hospice for the
friends here and for traveling Ba-
ha'ts and teachers from gll parls
of the country. . . . When Abdu’l
Baha came to this country in 1912
Dr. Barton-Peéke hastened ta ar-
range for his coming to Cleveland
that it might be blessed by [is
Presence and that the friends
might have ithe Lounty of meeting
Him face to face.” .

On Sunday marning, Novembe.
1st, Mrs., Elizabeth Ashton, wife
of John R. Ashton, and mother of
Miss Alice Ashton, paséed into the
life eternal and radiant after but
a few days illness. This sad event
coming s0 suddenly was a greal
shock to the family and friends.

The Ashton family became be-
lievers and devoted adherents of
the Baha'i Faith in 1913. They
seemed ready and waiting for the
Water of Life and responded 1o
the call of the Kingdom with en-
thusiasm and an unusual under-
standing ol the spiritual life of
mall,

Their home in Washingion, D.
C., became the gathering place of
the friends of God, and many. re-
markably spiritual meetings have
been held there when the stand-
ards of the New Day were raised
aloft, and always especially fine
programs were arranged for the
visiting teachers. Also for four or
live summers Mrs. Ashion served
the {riends at Green Acre and
many will remember her, and her
loving ministrations.

We
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spiritnal Assembly of India and
Burma are reported in the Septem-
ber issue of The Dawn. The Am-
ertean [riends who wish to follow
the progress of the Cause in the
Far East should subscribe o this
important Baha't magazine.

In aletter received from the Na-
tional Spiritual Assembly of Egvpt
we are informed that in the small
vilinge of Kom El Saavda the peo-
pie have been aroused against the
lacal Baha'is and an action brought
hefore the Mohammedan conrt
with the resnlt that the marriage
ol the Baha'is has been annulled
nn the grounds that the Baha'i
Cause iz a heresy againsi the Mus-
lim taith. This case is now be-
fore the Mohammaden Court of
Appeal and it is hoped that justice
will be oblained.

From Nre, Rnstom Khosrove of
the Nationai Hotei. Poona. India.
n letter has come setting forth en-
{husiastically the manvy opoortua-
itities of =epvice that await Baha'i
tearhers from America or Enrone
wha visit India prepared to make
a tour of the varions Baha’i ren-
ters, 1t is greatly tn be hoped that
this  inter-exchange of Baha'i
teachers between the varions
ronntries will steadily increase,
and the American National Spirii-
iral Assembly suggests that all be-
lievers who travel outside their
own country carey with them =n
snitable letter of endorsement and
infroduction signed by their own
National Spiritual Assembly  or

other recogaized Baha'l authoriy,

Gratern]l  acknowledgement s
made of letters received from Port,
Said. Beirut. Baku. Txhkabad. Bae-
dad. Awashigh Spiritual Assembly
Jeare M. H. Vakil, Bagdad:. Mos-
cow, Snltanabad, Irag, Persia, and
Bombay,

From Mr. Badi Bushrit’i. Eng-
lish secretary of the Spiritual As-
semblv of Haifa we are indebhted
for most interesting news letters
dated Mav 17, June Sth, June x
July 13th and August lst from
whirh =nitable exerpts will be
made in the next News Letter {ur
the informalion of the Amerivan
friends., Funetioning as thex are
under the inspiration nf the direct
example of the Guardian of the
Canse, the Haifa Spiritval Aszem-
Liv i remdering notabie services,
nut the least of which has been to
provide the helievers of Earope
and America with aveurate  and
timely news of activities throngh-
il the FKast.

IN MEMORIAM.

Mrs, J. Weslev Thompsan,
elected delegate ab the 1925 Na-
tional Convention. from the Hono-
lulu Assembly, passed awav while
making the journey to Green Acre.
The extensive memorial notice ap-
rearing in the Hopoluln Advertis-
er 0l June 2nd testifies to the high
esteem and cordial respect felt for
Mrs, Thompson throughant a wide
cirele of acouaintances. [ is sig-
nificant of her universal spirit th-
this notice was written by a Jfan-
anese =tudent. “The mnst tangible
expression nf Mrs. Thomopson's
nioneering spirtt wis the found-
ing of the Kona Farum. She honed
devontly  that {he organization
wonld serve as a potent agenev in
nromating direet =ocial and infel-
lertual  interconree among the
many and mingled rares repre-
sented in Kona, | The Persian
ralt o Babha'ism. with itz varied
homanitarian tenets, also strongly
annealed to Mrs, Thompann., She
was ite snle missinnarv in Kona.
rondocting a4 sertes of evenine
meetings in her Hibrare, when the
vartons asperts nf the Baha'i relig-
inn were explained to and disenss-
ed with her friendiv neighbors.”

Fram Annie L. Lihhy nf Los An-
zeles has been received the follow-
ing potice of the nassing of Dr.
Maxwell Bvder. “On Julvy 7th Dr.
Mavwell Byvder, hiusband of Zuriel
Libbhy Rvder. a faitbful follower
nf Raba'u'llah and a firm believer
in tha Center nf the Covenant. as-
cended to his lrue hame in the
Finadoary pf Ahha, He Lived rather
than vaieced his pefizion. X0 one
whao =anght his help for either
=pirtfnnl or material relief left him
emnfv-handed. ™ The lollowine
rmiatation iz from a Tahlet revealed
hy Abhda’l Raha for e, Rvder on
Anril 90 1921, “Your letter has
been rereived.  Tte contents was
the ranse nf fov hecause ¢ i8 -
dipative af the loftiness of . your
aspiration. the nobility of your
character and the =incerily of vour
intentinns.”

Ar=, Alarmon X, Paoller has con-
tribvted the {ollowing memorial
far the heloved Baha'i. D, Panline
Rartnn-Pepka “haa we lhink af
onr heloved De. Panline  Barton-
Peeke, we know that the ideal spir-
intal ronnection hag heeome estah-
lished, that while the homan voice
iz =ilent. the phvsical form gone
from oitr hioman cight, that we are
beeomine inereasinglv  econsrions
nf a spivitval love welling nn with-
in 12 and attnning one hearts o

her radiant reality., . . . We
realize more and more her untir-
ing devotion and activity, and her
deep love for Baba'w’llah and Ab-
du't Baha, Her connection with
the Cause began many years ago.
She had been a searcher after
truth for yvears, so0 that when she
heard of the Revelation she be-
rame intenselvy interested and ac-
repted the Baha't Message. From
that time until her passing she
gave of her nhundant and virile en-
ergy and forcefulness to the
spreading and upbuilding of the
Cause in Cleveland.

“Verv shortly afier she had ae-
cepted the teachings the meetings

were rentered in her home and it
became a real Hhospice for the
friends herp and for traveling Ba-
ha'iz and teachers from all parls
of the country, | . When Abduo’l
Baha came to this country in 1912
[ir. Barton-Peéke hastened ta ar-
range for his coming to Cleveland
that it might be blessed by His
Presence and that the {riends
might have the bounty of meeting
ITim face to face.”

On Bunday m™nening, November
1st. Mrs. Elizabeth Ashton, wife
ef John R. Ashton, and mother of
Miss Alice Ashton, passed into the
life eternal and radiant after but
a few days illness. This sad event
coming so suddenly was a great
shock to the family and friends.

The Ashtou family became be-
lievers and devoted adherents of
the Bahat Faith in 1913, They
seemed ready and waiting for the
Water of Life and responded to
the call of the Kingdom with en-
thusiasm and an unusval wvnder-
standing of the spiritmal life of
marn.

Their home in Washington, D.
C., became the gathering place of
the friends of God, and many re-
markably spiritual meetings have
been held there when the stand-
ards of the New Day were raised
aloft, and always especially {ine
programs were arranged for the
visiting teachers. Also for four or
five summers Mrs, Ashton served
the friends at Green Acre and
many will remember her, and her
loving ministrations.
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LETTER FROM
SHOGH! EFFEND3

To the members of the -National
Spiritual Assembiv of the Ba-
ha’is of {he United States and
Canada. . :

My well-beloved friends:

The numerous communications
which vonr distinguiched Seere-
tary has lately addressed on vour
hehalf o the Greatest Holy Lear
and myself. have heen eagerly pe-
rused and their contents carefully
noted. The news they imparted
and the spirit they revealed have
caused ns both genuine =atisfae-
tion, and have served to intensiry
the feelings of joyous confidence,
of pride and gratitude with whirh
we have greeted the inauguration
ol vour term of service.

The notable advance achieved by
this’ vear's memaorable Convention
is. T am certain. attribntable io no
small measure to the energy, the
thoroughness, the insight and the
loving kindness that have charae-
lerised in an unprecedented de-
gree the activities ol the outgoing
National Spiritnal Assembly, 1
am confident that the work of Am-
erica’s newly elected represenla-
tives, so splendidly and auspicions-
I¥ begun., will further ronsolidate
the lahors of the past, will resolve
to a great extent the problems anu

nerplexities of the present, and op-

en up fresh  fields of futnre
achievements and service,

I rejoice Lo learn that wavs and
means have been found to enable
the XNational Secretary, who dis-
charges in sneh an exemplary man-
fier the manifold and exarting do-
ties ni a highly respansibile nosi-
tion, to devate adl his time to {he
pursint of <o merilorions a task. 1
am fully eonseious nf the priva-
tion~ and =acritice which the choice
of this arduons work must inyolve
for him, as well as far his devated
add selfless companion: [ eannot
bt admire and extoll their heroie
etforls: and wish to assure them
both of my rontinued pravers for
the speedy fruition of their earnest
endeavors.

Regarding the very delicate and
complex question of ascertaining
the gualifications of a {rae believ-
er. I cannot in this connection em-
phasize too strongly the supreme
necessity [or the exercise of the
ntmost discretion, cantion and tact.
whether it he in deriding for onr-
selves as to who may be regarded
a trne believer or in disclosing to
the ontside world sneh considera-
{ioms as mav serve as a basis for
a1ich a decision. T would only ven-
tnre tn state very brieflv and as

o

adequately a5 present  circum-
stances permit the principal lac-
tors that must be taken into con-
xideration before deciding whether
a person may be regarded a true
Leliever or not.  Full recognition
of the =tation of the Forerimner,
the Author, and the True Exemplar
ol the Baha'i Cause. as sel forth in
Abdn’l Baha's Testameant: unre-
~erved acceptance of, and snbmis-
sion to, whatsoever has been re-
vealed by their Pen; loval and
<teadfast adherence (o every
vlanse of onr Beloved’s sacred
Will; and close association with
the spirit as well as the form of
the present day Baha'i adminisira-
tion throughout the world—these,
I conceive. to he the fundamental

~and primary considerations that
mist  be fairly, discreetly and
thonghtfully ascerfained before

reaching such a vital decision, Any
attempt at firther analvsis and
einridalion will, T fear. land us in
harren discnssions and even grave
contraversies that would prove not
anly fitile bt even detrimental {o
the Lest interests of a growing
Cause, U wonld therefore strongly
nrge those who are ralled upon to
make snch a decision {o approach
this highly involved and ever-re-
rurring problem with the spirit of
humble prayer. and earnest con-
sultation. and to refrain from
drawing rigidly the line of demar-
cation except on sueh oecasions
when the interests of the Cause
absolutely demand it.

In connection with the annial
holding of the Baha'lt Convention
amd Congrex=s, T feet that although
=te'h a representative body need
not he convened necessarily every
vear, vet it i= highly desirable, in
view of the unique funetions it fl-
fill= in promoting harmony and
good-will, in removing misunder-
standings and in enhancing the
prestige of the Cause, that {he Na-
tional Spiritnal Assembiy shonld
exert itself to gather together an-
nnally Lhe elected representatives
aof the American belipvers. It
would in some wavs be obvionsly
ropvenient and eminently desira-
ble thongh not absolutely essen-
tial, it the National Spiritnal As-
semmbly  ronld arrange that the
holding of such a Congress should
svinchronize with the time at whirh
the national eleections are renew-
ed. and that both events should
lake place, if not on the first of
Ridvan, at least during the teelve
joyous davs of what may be justly
regarded as the foremost Baha'i
Festival. Apart from -the local
elections, which nniversally are to
Ive renewed on the 21st day of

April. it is entirely Jeft to the dis-
cretion of the XNalinnal Spiritual
Assembly to decide. after having
given due consideration to the
above mentioned nbservations., on
whatever time and place the Ba-
ha'i Convention as well as the an-
nital elections are {o be held. Were
the National Spiriinal Assembly
to decide. after mature delibera-
tion to omif the holding of the Ba-
ha't Convention and Congress in a
given vear, then thev could, only
in such a case, devise ways and
means to ensure that the annunal
election of the National Spiritual
Assembly should be held by mail,
provided it can be conducted with
sufficient. thoronghness, efficiency
and dispateh. It would also appear
to me unobjectionable to enable
and even to require in the last re-
sort such delegates as cannot pos-
sibly nndertake the journey to the
seat of the Baha'i Convention to
send their votes, for the election
of the National Spiritual Assem-
hly anly, by mail to the National
Qecretary, as i1 my view the ad-
vantages of such a procedure out-
weigh the considerations referred
ta'in vour letter. It should, how-
ever. he made rlear to every elect-
od delegate—who should be con-
tinnally reminded—that. it is a sa-
rred responsibility and admittedly
preferable to altond if possible in
nerson the sezsions of the Conven-
tion, to take an active part in Val] _
its proceedings, and to acquaint

hiz fellow-workers on his return
with the accomplishments, the de-
cisions and the aspirations of the
assembled rvepreseutatives of the

American believers.

I am eagerly looking fnrward_to
vour sending me in _mannseript
form the projecied Baha'i Year
Rook, that [ may he enabled to con-
tribnte my share in rendering it
as comprehensive. as attractive,
and as authoritative as possible. 1T
srongly advize vou to combine in
a jndirions manner the t.wot_met]_mt;

« putlined in this connection 1
Sgur letter of September 2, 1025.
A short, cancise and forceful ac-
connt of the primary objects, as
weil as of the principles underly-
ing the world-wide admllmstratl-on
of the Gause, together with a brief
deseription of various features of
ithe present day administration of
ils artivities. supplemented with a
not-too-detailed suvvey of the ac-
tnal accomplishments and plans
evolved in the current year, wonld
cerve to acquaint the outsider with
the purpose and the achievements
of the Canse, and provide SIJf.f]C—
ient material that wonid be edify-
ing and helpful to the active be-



lievers whether in the East or in
the \West,

Touching the nature of the ac-
tivities of our nntiring and devoted
Baha'’i sister.- Mres, Victoria Bedi-
kian, I shall postpone anv definite
decision until my forthcoming
meeting with her in the hol¥ land
which I trust will-banish the pres-
ent confision and remove the out-
standing mmunderstandmgs in
this connection.

The Greatest Holv Leatf desires
me {o convey in her name to the
esteemed members of the Green
Aere Fellowship the expression
of her cordial thanks and sincere
appreciation in having been made
a life member of the said Fellow-
ship. She assures them of her
pravers for the success of this no-
ble institution as well as for the
spiritual advaneement of s indi-
vidual members.

Recent developments in  the
Holy Land have led varicus organ-
izations in the Jewish worlid to
contemplate seriously the early
possibility of transferring to Pal-
estine’s sacred soil the mortal re-
mains of certain prominent foun-
ders and leaders of Jewish thought,
and Mount Carmel, which next to
Akka’'s Mozt Holy Shrine is the
most cherished object of Baha’i
veneration, has been cited on vari-
nus occasions as a permanent and
most befitting burial ground for
their illustrious dead. Surely the
Baha’is of the world. ever on the
alert and with an eve to the future,
will. no matter how pressed by H-
nancial obligations, arise while

there is vet time to contribute each
his share in securing jor posterity
such land as leis in close proximi-
t¥ to the Holy Shrine—an area the
acqmsitinn of which in time will
prove indispensable if the sublime
viston of Abdu'l Bahas is to be
realized. 1 appeal to you. and
throngh you io every earnest and
conscientious  heliever, to safe-
guard in particular the land ex-
tending southward {rom these
Shrines which now. alas! is grave-
ly exposed to the assanits of cov-
etous and speculatine interests. T
am lath to press further claims on
Irtends who have displaved so
magnificent a spirit of self-sacri-
fice on several occasions in the
past. but [ feel the urge of a sacred
and impelling responsibility 1o call
voure attention to what [ conceive
to be one of the world-wide issnes
of the greatest moment remquring
a prompt, generous and collective
response. I mav add that what-
ever land is purchased will be reg-
istered tn the name of the con-
tributor, and I wownld-therefore re-
aquest every ecopiribntinzg bebever
ta forward together with his dona-
tian snch power of attornev as will
legallv empower me to transact in
his name and on his hehalf the
purchase of the plot he desires {o
acquire. Tt would he desirahle to
forward small contributions to the
National Spiritual Assemblv. who
will than decide uwpon the manner
in which the transaction should be
condueted.

The compilation of newspaper
elippings with regard to recent

persecutions in Persia which has
been sent by our dear brother, Mr.
H. Holley to the Greatest Holy Leaf
has been forwarded to the National
Spirttual Assembly of Persia, that
they may witness for themselves
and share with the rank and file of
the Persian believers the results of
the extensive and vigorous cam-
paign so0 promptly undertaken on
their behall by their sympathizing
brethren in the West. It grieves
me to inform vou that this sad tale
of barbarism and unrestrained ag-
gression on the property, the lives
and the honor of the heroic suffer-
ers in that land is still continving
to reach our ears. and the cam-
paign of obstruction, of intimida-
tion and plunder is, but {for short
periods of comparative lull, being
svstematicaly pursued with un-
abated vigor. [ am certain that the
members of the National Spiritual
Assembiv, Tully alive to the uncer-
tainty, the confusion and the seri-
psness of the present sitoation,
will seige the first opportunity io
redress as much as it lies in theiv
power the interminable grievances
that are being inflicted upon har-
rassed vet law-abiding citizens.

Wishing vou success from ail
my heart. and assuring you of my
continued prayers for the steady
expansion and consolidation of
vour work,

I am. your brother and fellow-
worker,

{Signed)
Haifa. Palestine.

October 24th, 1923,

SHOGHI.
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